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President’s Message

Alliance for Girls January meeting

Your presidents went to the annual Alliance for
Girls meeting in January. We are in awe of this
organization and how they operate. The meeting
included a session on girls’ lived experiences in
today’s changing climate; Alliance for Girls updates,
member presentations, and Girls’ Champion
Awards. One of their goals is to have 100
organizations like AAUW as resources. They are
almost there now. Barbara and Andrea are the two
upfront in blue. The next photo is the start of the
March with Barbara and Jane Hansen. They met
other members and the young people but it was a
little crazy trying to catch up with everyone. We
hope all of you got a chance to see the DC march
on TV. Some of our AAUW friends were there.
There is a Film called 50/50 Rethinking the Past,
Present & Future of Women + Power. Deirdre
Araujo (Past President) is trying to get the film to
be shown at the Exploratorium in May. We will
update you more on developments.

Andrea Laudate and Barbara Spencer,
Co-Presidents

Barbara and Jane Hansen at the Start of the Women’s March
on January 21, 2017

AAUWSF Board Meeting
The next board meeting is on Wednesday,
February 8, at Corrine Sacks’ condo, 1835 Franklin
St. #401 (between Sacramento and Clay). Street
parking should be available, but if there is a
problem, pull into the driveway of the condo
building, tell the doorman you are visiting Corrine,
and ask to have your car parked.
Call Corrine at 415-292-4130 if you have any
questions.
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The potluck will begin at 6:30 pm., and the meeting
will start at 7 pm. Please let Barbara know if you
are unable to attend.

For more information contact Mary Suter at 415561-1185 or marsuter@yahoo.com

Afternoons With Books

No advance reservations needed. Just show up
and join us in food and friendship.

Date: Friday, February 17, 2017 at 1:30 p.m.
Book/Author: The storied Life of A.J. Fikry, by
Gabrielle Zevin
Hostess: Michelle Mammini, 2520 Greenwich St.

Tech Trek
HELP, HELP HELP! I am not crying Wolf or Fire

Please RSVP to Michelle at 415-346-9114 or

Tech Trek 2017 is in full swing. We have many
nominations and some still arriving from San
Francisco 7th grade math and science teachers. The
applications go out 1/29. This means that
interviews are not far behind. That is where I need
your help. They are scheduled for Saturday and
Sunday March 18 and 19 from 10-4. The location is
at 1663 Mission St, 3rd Floor. This is at 13th and
Mission the one way block going toward
downtown.
There are 2 shifts each day, 10-1, 1-4. We need
two sets or more of interviewers for each shift.
One set asks specific questions of the parent and
the second set works with our alum interviewers,
again specific questions to talk with our nominated
campers. Your role will be to keep notes, make
recommendations with input from the alums. Then
you will attend a follow=up meeting to choose the
14 or 15 girls to attend Tech Trek.

mmammini@pacbell.net

International Book Group
Date: Monday, February 20, 2017 at 7:00 p.m.
Book/Author: The Little Paris Bookshop, by Nina
George
Hostess: Barbara Spencer, 736 3rd Ave.
Please RSVP to Barbara at 415-221-0347 or
barbaracspencer@gmail.com

Saturday Book Club
DAY CHANGE!!!
Date:Sunday, February 12, 2017 at 11 am
Book/Author: Dietland, by Sarai Walker
Hostess: Andrea Laudate, 234 Missouri St.
Please RSVP to Andrea at 415-864-6789 or
mamalaudate@gmail.com

Please choose the time you would be able to help
and call 415-305-2220 or email me
elainebutler124@comcast.net.
3/18 Friday 3/19 Sunday
10-1 I want to interview the parent. 10-1I want to
interview the parent
10-1 I want to interview the candidates 10-1 I want
to interview the candidates
1-4 I want to interview the parent 1-4 I want to
interview the parent

Lunch Bunch
Date: Tuesday, February 14, 2017 at Noon
Where: La Vie Vietnamese Restaurant
5830 Geary Street (between 22 and 23 st).
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1-4 I want to interview the candidates 1-4 I want
to interview the candidates
We look forward to meeting a wonderful group of
prospective campers and parents. We will be
successful with your help.
Elaine Butler, Tech Trek Coordinator, SF Branch
Happy Year of the Rooster!
Tech Trek Donors for the month of January
Esther Wong
We couldn’t support the program without our
donors

SILVER JUBILEE SCHOLARSHIP LOAN IS
OFFERED
Our branch of SFAAUW gives three scholarships a
year of $2000. It is for students in their last year of
college or graduate school. The website is
www.AAUWSF.org.
The scholarship application is on the website under
Silver Jubilee. The date to submit the application is
April 30, 2017. Ask around to find out if friends or
relatives are eligible, and let me know.
Mary Suter marsuter@yahoo.com

Silent Sentinels
Pat Camerena
While Susan B. Anthony and many other
suffragettes grew more powerful and esteemed
over time, Alice Paul remained less well known
during the years after women won the right to
vote. However, more than any other single person,
3
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Alice Paul was responsible for putting new life into
the suffrage movement after Anthony's death.
While spending time in England as a graduate
student, Alice involved herself in more militant
suffrage tactics. She returned with many ideas for
more radical political techniques such as marching,
demonstrating and even hunger strikes to further
the cause in America. Arrested numerous times,
she joined in the movement's hunger strikes that
publicized their cause. She had been silently
picketing on the sidewalk outside the White House.
While in prison, she endured the pain of
being force-fed several times during her six week
prison term. .She also was forced to undergo a
psychiatric examination. Once the news of the
inhumane treatment leaked out, public opinion
shifted. President Wilson felt increasing pressure to
support the suffrage amendment. Alice Paul and
the others were released. In a Congressional
speech the President came out in favor of the
passage of what was to become the 19th
Amendment. By 1920 thirty five states had ratified
the amendment. One more state was needed.
Tennessee became that state.
After women won the right to vote, Alice Paul
continued working on other empowerment
issues. She introduced the first Equal Rights
Amendment in Congress. In later years she worked
on civil rights issues and fair employment
practices.
In 2004 a movie starring Hilary Swank and
Angelica Houston told part of Alice Paul's
story. Called "Iron Jawed Angels", this film related
the jail ordeal of Alice and her group of passionate
and dynamic young women during World War I
who put their lives on the line to fight for the right
of American women to vote.
www.biography.com
www.history.com
www.alicepaul.com.
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Playing Now
Paula Campbell
Two reviews this month – one very serious
American tragedy, Native Son, and one
lighthearted frolic, Finding Neverland.
The Marin Theatre Company production Native
Son is Nambie E. Kelley’s adaptation of the African
American Communist Richard Wright’s 1940 novel
of the same name. Set in the late 1930’s on
Chicago’s South Side, it’s the story of an African
American man named Bigger Thomas. Bigger is a
stereotypical character – he’s ignorant, hot
tempered, violent – both a perfect predator and a
perfect victim. In the novel Bigger accidentally kills
a woman, burns her body in a furnace, deliberately
murders his own girlfriend after he confesses his
crime to her, tries to evade capture, but IS
captured and after a lengthy trial, is sentenced to
death. It’s presented as the plight of the American
Negro – Bigger is a horrific stand in for his race. The
book was turned into a play, and two not very
successful movies. To today’s audience that play
and films might seem dated, old fashioned. The
basic plot is just this side of soap opera, though the
characters certainly aren’t. Now let’s look at
Kelley’s adaptation, as performed at MTC.
Let me begin by saying the play is brilliant – Kelley
has successfully cut and adapted the older work
until what’s left shines. The original three act play
is turned into a 90 minute one act. The last act of
the old play, the trial scene, which is filled with
argument and sociological debate on race in
America has been dropped. The action of the play
is not sequential, we see the murder long before
we even have been introduced to the characters
involved. We are in Bigger’s mind, as it jumps
from one thing to another, as he tries to
understand what he’s done and how to escape it.
4
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The audience sees Bigger’s story, sans editorializing
or flag waving. Bigger himself is performed by two
actors, one is the real Bigger, the other his shadow
self. Real Bigger is shabby, wears old clothes.
Shadow Bigger is sharp, fancily dressed, formal
looking. The character’s name in the program is
The Black Rat. (Early in the play Bigger beats a black
rat to death with a frying pan.) Seret Scott’s
intuitive direction brings out top notch
performances from all the cast. In particular, kudos
to Jerod Haynes, whose Bigger is terrifying – and
heartbreaking.
Native Son is well worth seeing – a must see in my
opinion. It left me so filled with emotion that I
found it impossible to speak as the actors took
their bows. It’s not as “easy” play, but it’s a very
important play that forces us to think, while
engaging us as an audience at the same time.
Native Son, Marin Theatre Company, 397 Miller Avenue, Mill
Valley, through Feb. 12.
Tickets: Box Office 415-388-5209 Online:
https://tickets.marintheatre.org
Tues, Thurs, Fri, Sat 8pm, Wed 7:30pm, Sun 7pm, Wed, Sun
2pm.

Finding Neverland, now at the Orpheum Theatre,
is a walk in the park, literally. James M. Barrie
strolls through London’s Kensington Gardens Park,
where he meets the young Llewelyn children and is
inspired by them to write Peter Pan. Barrie,
already a famous and successful playwright is
struggling to find a source for his next play. He’s
taken with the boys and their charming widowed
mother. He spends increasing amounts of time
with the boys, engaging in their games and play –
trying to have fun, like the children do, in his rather
limited life with his very staid and stiff wife, and lo
– he creates Peter Pan, one of the best loved plays
of all time.
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The story is simple – but the show is delightful. It’s
beautifully performed, lavishly costumed, and the
set is charm itself. It’s a musical, and although you
may not leave the theatre humming, the songs are
terrific, as is the choreography. It’s just so much
fun, even though Barrie’s wife leaves him (that’s a
good thing) and the boys’ mother dies (clearly a
bad thing, but not too bad as Barrie agrees to take
on the boys guardianship.)
I left the theatre with a big smile on my face, which
was mirrored on other exiting faces as well. It’s a
happy, feel good show, based on the true story.
Barrie really did meet the boys, and adopted them
when their mother died. It’s a nice story, except
for the overtones of pedophilia. Barrie told
everyone he’d been engaged to the boys’ mother,
as explanation for his taking them on. Rumor was
that his marriage had never been consummated.
His favorite of the boys, the one who was the
model for Peter, committed suicide when he grew
up.
Tant pis – it’s still a wonderful show, and I highly
recommend it. FYI, nobody flies –- a few people
climb ladders, ship rigging, trees, but no one flies.
Finding Neverland, through Feb 12. Orpheum Theatre, 1192
Market Street,
Tickets: Online box office www.shnsf.com Phone 888-7461799
Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri, Sat at 8pm, Wed, Sat, Sun at 2pm.
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Afternoon Activities
These are held at the JCC, 2000 California St. and
are FREE.
Movie: Where to Invade Next
Thursday, February 9 at 1:PM
America’s favorite provocateur, Michael Moore, is
back with his new film. Honored by festivals and
critic, it is an expansive and subversive comedy,
with a call to arms to capture the American Dream
and restore it in, of all places, America
Art Lecture: Frank Stella: A Retrospective
Wednesday, February 8 at 1 PM
Jim Kohn, docent at the Fine Arts Museums of San
Francisco will talk about the artist and his works.

Making a Difference
You should have received this email. Keep this in
mind and let us know what else is happening in the
Bay Area. We cannot afford to stop fighting!
Our march forward does not end when the signs
are packed away and the crowds head home. It’s
more critical now than ever that we come together
to make our message heard, starting today. Take
action with AAUW now:
1. Did you march? Click here to be counted! In
just 30 seconds, you can help AAUW show
our impact by participating in our official
headcount. (http://bit.ly/AAUWheadcount)
2. Join AAUW in the 10 actions/100 days
campaign by adding your name to
our electronic postcard to demand that
women’s priorities be America’s
priorities. Over the next 100 days, you’ll
have the opportunity to carry on the
march’s momentum by taking action on 10
items important to AAUW.

New Members
Sarah Bolmer
Rachel Cutter
Jean Feeney
Stephanie Grover
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3. Share this email with your friends,
neighbors, colleagues, cousins – anyone and
everyone you know. This weekend
proved there’s strength in numbers and we
need your help spreading the word.
Encourage everyone you know to become a
Two Minute Activist today and reach out to
individuals in your community to invite
them to join AAUW.

February 2017

Lisa M. Maatz
Vice President of Government Relations and Advoc
acy
American Association of University Women
(AAUW)

February Birthdays
Margel Kaufman
Corrine Sacks

For over 135 years, AAUW has been the nation’s
leading voice promoting equity and education for
women and girls – and we don’t intend to quit.
Together, we can make a difference.

February 8
February 25

Birthday Not Announced?
If your birthday is not there and you’d like to
have it included (or corrected), contact the
Membership VP.

Yours in AAUW,
Lisa

Happy New Year
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AAUWSF Board

Membership VP and
Webmaster
Nancy Shapiro

Co-Presidents
Andrea Laudate
mamalaudate@gmail.com
415)999-1570
Barbara Spencer
barbaracspencer@gmail.com

nancy.shapiro@sonic.net
415) 731-2654
Public Policy

415) 221-6690

415) 221-6690

Legal Advocacy VP &
Education Fund VP
Kelly Joseph
kelly.wysinger@sbcglobal.net
415) 821-1737

Secretary
Kelly Joseph
kelly.wysinger@sbcglobal.net
415) 589-7005

Avanti Editor
Corrine Sacks
cpsacks@yahoo.com
415) 292-4130

Program VP
Andrea Laudate
mamalaudate@gmail.com
415)999-1570

Silver Jubilee Fund Chair
Mary Suter
marsuter@yahoo.com
415) 665-1185

Membership VP and
Webmaster
Nancy Shapiro

Voter Information
Sheila Bost
wawonast@earthlink.net
415) 664-4985

Treasurer
Barbara Spencer
barbaracspencer@gmail.com

nancy.shapiro@sonic.net
Public Policy

Mon

Tue

Tech Trek
Elaine Butler
ElaineButler124@Comcast.net
415) 826-3172
Wed
Thur

1

2

College/University Liaison
7
9
Cathy8Corcoran
14 Lunch corcorancf@gmail.com
15
16
415)341-0206
Bunch 12N

19 Avanti Editor

21

20 Int’l Book

Silver Jubilee Fund Chair
Mary Suter
marsuter@yahoo.com
415) 665-1185

Tech Trek
Elaine Butler
ElaineButler124@Comcast.net
415) 826-3172
College/University Liaison
Cathy Corcoran
corcorancf@gmail.com
415)341-0206

Legal Advocacy VP &
5 Education Fund VP
6
Kelly Joseph
12 kelly.wysinger@sbcglobal.net
Sat Bk
13
Group11am
415) 821-1737

Corrine Sacks
Group 7PM
cpsacks@yahoo.com
26 415) 292-4130 27

Voter Information
Sheila Bost
wawonast@earthlink.net
415) 664-4985
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415) 731-2654

Sun

February 2017

22

23

Fri
3
10

Sat
4
11

17 Aft W Books
1:30PM

18

24

25

28

Go for it now. The future is promised to no one.
Wayne Dryer
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Avanti Editor
AAUW
San Francisco Branch
P.O. Box 31405
San Francisco, CA 94131-0405
Address Correction Requested
The American Association of University Women
(AAUW), founded in 1881, is the nation’s leading
organization advocating equity for women and
girls. It has a national membership of 150,000.
People of every race, creed, age, sexual
orientation, national origin, and level of physical
ability are invited to join.
AAUW California was launched in San Francisco in
1886 and began lobbying immediately. Check out
our website www.aauwsf.org

AAUW advances equity for women and
girls through advocacy, education,
philanthropy, and research

Marie Curie & AAUW

Pay Equity

Legal Advocacy Fund

The year was 1919. Europe had been
ravaged by World War I and radium was far
too expensive for a scientist of modest
means to afford for experiments. This was
true even for one as famous as Madame
Marie Curie. As a result, her groundbreaking
research had reached a virtual standstill.
Then the AAUW came to the rescue.
Members from Maine to California helped
raise an astonishing $156,413, enabling
Madame Curie to purchase one gram of
radium and continue her experiments that
helped her create the field of nuclear
chemistry and forever change the course of
science. Madame Curie received the Nobel
Prize for her work, but was not admitted to
the French Academie des Sciences until she
won an incredible second Nobel Prize...all
because she was a woman. More than 75
years later, there are still only three women
members.

AAUW has been on the front lines fighting
for Pay Equity for over a hundred years.

AAUW was there in 2009 when President
Barack Obama signed the Lilly Ledbetter Fair
Pay Act into law.

Founded in 1981, the Legal Advocacy Fund
(LAF) works to achieve equity for women in
higher education by recognizing indicative
efforts to improve the climate for women on
campus; by offering assistance to women
faculty, staff, and students who have
grievances against colleges and universities;
and by supporting sex discrimination
lawsuits.

AAUW continues the fight for the passage of
the Paycheck Fairness Act to ensure women
have further equal pay protections. The pay
gap is real.

The LAF Board only approves support of
cases which are currently involved in
litigation, and that have the potential to set
legal precedent.

AAUW will continue the fight to achieve pay
equity; the economic security of American
families depends on it.

The Legal Advocacy Fund’s annual Progress
in Equity Award recognizes indicative and
replicable college and university programs.

AAUW was there in the Oval Office in 1963
when President John F. Kennedy signed the
Equal Pay Act into law.
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