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President’s Message 
Summer is a time for rest and reflection for 

AAUW branches across the nation. Members from 
the San Francisco/San Mateo Inter Branch Council 
got together at the Leadership Day event on July 
17th  where AAUW California leaders presented on 
key topics of relevance to all branches, such as 
Finances, Retaining and Recruiting Members, and 
AAUW Funds. I was delighted to give a 
presentation on Building Coalitions in the 
Community. San Francisco branch leaders in 
attendance included Barbara Spencer, Mary Suter, 
Adrienne Kristine, Roberta Guise and Efren Cruz. A 
great day was had by all. 
 

 
AAUWSF President, Cathy Corcoran (second from right) with 
AAUW Leadership Day presenters in San Mateo on Saturday, 
July 17

th
, 2014. 

 
Locally, the annual Board of Directors 

Retreat will be held this month to plan our 
programs and approve our budget for the year. I 
am delighted to welcome new members Noelle 
Hynes and Lisa Davis to the board (bios below) and 
to welcome back Efren Cruz, past board member, 
who recently relocated to the Bay Area from 
Washington D.C. He has rejoined our branch and 

will take on a leadership role as Board Liaison and 
Treasurer Assistant.  

Our branch accomplished so much this past 
year – growing our membership, celebrating our 
130th Anniversary, presenting AAUW’s Crossing the 
Line Sexual Harrasment in Schools Research at the 
Alliance For Girls Conference, marking Equal Pay 
Day with a Certificate of Recognition from the 
Board of Supervisors, to name but a few of our 
mission-based activities. We plan to continue in 
this vein this year as we strive to bring the mission 
of AAUW to the greater San Francisco community. 
First up will be our participation in the Women’s 
Intercultural Network (WIN) Women’s Equality Day 
event on Saturday, August 23. I have been invited 
to be a panelist on the day and our Branch will be 
well represented at a sponsored table when we will 
have the opportunity to share information about 
AAUW and recruit new members. Space is limited, 
but if you would like to join our table, please email 
me: corcorancf@gmail.com or call 415-341-0206. 
 
Cathy Corcoran 
President 

Welcome New Board Members 
 

Secretary, Lisa Davis 
 
Lisa was born to traveling religious workers in the 
Philippines and raised in Hawaii nurturing her 
appreciation for people from a variety of cultures. 
Lisa graduated from San Francisco State University 
in Sociology and earned her Master's in Public 
Administration from Golden Gate University. Lisa 
has worked for Alameda County since 1993. Her 
current position is as a Social Services 
Ombudsperson where she investigates complaints 
for the elderly and disabled in long-term care 
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AVANTI www.aauwsf.org August 2014 

 

 2 

 

facilities. Lisa is a strong believer in the power of 
education and advocacy to advance equity for 
women and girls. 
 

Programs, Noelle Hynes 
 
Noelle Hynes was born and raised in Limerick, 
Ireland and earned her Bachelor’s degree in 
Physical Therapy from University College Dublin. 
Noelle moved to the United States in 1993 and 
lived in Los Angeles and New York before settling in 
San Francisco. Noelle is a Physical Therapist in the 
Rehab Unit at Seton Medical Center. Noelle lives in 
the Castro neighborhood with Cathy and their 
dogs, Cookie and Bailey. 

 

AAUWSF Board Meeting 
 

A board meeting will not be held in August. The 
annual Board Retreat will be held on Saturday, 
August 2nd, where programs for the upcoming year 
will be planned, and the budget for the branch will 
be approved. Details about both will be announced 
in the September Avanti. 
. 

Afternoons With Books 
 
Friday, August 15 at 1:30 p.m. 
Book/Author: Dreaming in Cuban by Cristina 
Garcia 
Hostess: Michelle Mammini, 2520 Greenwich St. 
Please RSVP to Michelle at 346-9114 or email at 
mmammini@yahoo.com 

 

International Book Group 
  
Monday, August 18 at 7 p.m.   
Book/Author: The Light between Oceans, by M. L. 
Stedman 
Hostess:    Sheila Bost, 19 Wawona St. 
Please RSVP to Sheila at 664-4985 or email at 
wawonast@earthlink.net 
     

Mystery/Adventure 
 
Thursday, August 28 at 7:30 
Book/Author: The Collaborator of Bethlehem, by 
Matt Benyon Rees 
Hostess:  Mary Suter, 1770 18 Ave. 
Reviewer: Jane Hansen 
RSVP: Mary at 665-1185  or email at 
marsuter@yahoo.com  
 

Travel Group 
 

The Travel Groups will not have an event in August.  
Stay tuned for our September announcement. 
 

International Dinner 
 

Our next International Dinner will be held on 
Thursday, August 21 at 6:00 p.m. at Caffe delle 
Stelle, 395 Hayes St., at the corner of Hayes and 
Gough. 
 We hope you will join us for an end of summer 
celebration at a traditional Italian trattoria with 
modern neighborhood charm.  Menu and prices 
will be forthcoming by email.  

 

Public Policy Notes 
 

Leadership Training 
Once a year, AAUW California conducts statewide 
Leadership Days. Our branch was well-represented: 
board members Mary Suter, Barbara Spencer, 
Adrienne Kristine, Efren Cruz, Cathy Corcoran, Lisa 
Davis, and Roberta Guise participated in the area’s 
mid-July, all-day leadership training, on the verdant 
campus of College of San Mateo. 
 
Some takeaways: 
 

 We call ourselves human beings, not human 
doers. Remember that it’s about who we 
are, not what we do. 

 

http://www.aauwsf.org/
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 When asking people to volunteer, ensure 
there’s a start and end date. 

 
 Come to meetings prepared; know what 

action is needed and why your items should 
be approved. 

 
A highlight of the day was AAUW-SF’s President, 
Cathy Corcoran’s presentation on forming 
coalitions and bridge-building around shared 
issues. For her main example Cathy discussed our 
branch’s alliances with Friends of the Commission 
on the Status of Women, Women’s Intercultural 
Network (WIN), Alliance for Girls, and other 
organizations that AAUW-SF has joined. 
 
She pointed out that both locally and nationally — 

especially with 
the extensive 
research and 
advocacy 
programs that 
AAUW carries out 
— we have much 
to offer coalition 
partners. 
 
These alliances 

help get and keep AAUW SF’s name top-of-mind, 
she said, and give us great member recruitment 
opportunities. 
 
San Francisco Commission on the Status of 
Women (COSW) 
The Violence Against Women (VAW) Community 
Needs Assessment was presented to the 
commissioners. 
 
Among the recommendations: Because outreach 
was identified as a major need and the fact that 
clients seek help only when violence has become 
physical (due to dated beliefs of what constitutes 
abuse), the researchers recommended coordinated 
public awareness campaigns and public education 

initiatives throughout the city, to dispel myths and 
promote understanding of the various forms that 
domestic violence, sexual assault and human 
trafficking may take. 
 
There was also a recommendation for enhanced 
collaboration among the different agencies serving 
the survivor population. 
 
Upcoming Meetings 
Women’s Equality Day (**AAUW-SF sponsors a 
table; contact Cathy Corcoran for information**) 
Saturday, August 23, 9:30am – 4:30pm 
African American Arts & Culture Complex, Hall of 
Culture 
762 Fulton Street, San Francisco 
(Hosted by Women’s Intercultural Network/WIN) 
 
SF Commission on the Status of Women (regular 
meeting usually on 4th Wednesdays…check online 
calendar before attending or contact Roberta 
Guise) 
**Note tentative time and date change for 
August** 
Thursday, August 21, 5-7pm  
City Hall, Room 408 
 
Stay informed! 
To stay abreast of meetings around women’s, girls’ 
and families issues, and for reports from the 
Department on the Status of Women: sign up at 
http://bit.ly/YfmkYf (or San Francisco Department 
on the Status of Women, www.sfgov.org/dosw).  
 
Roberta Guise, Co-Chair Public Policy 
 
 

Tech Trek 
 

Tech Trek – Welcome Back! 
Event: Welcome Back  
Location: UCSF – Millberry Union/City Lights Room, 
500 Parnassus Avenue 
Date:  Sunday, September 14, 2014 

http://www.aauwsf.org/
http://bit.ly/YfmkYf
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Time: 2:00 – 4:00 pm 
We will be welcoming all 2014 Tech Trek Girls and 
families, SF AAUW Branch members and any 
prospective members.  Please join us for some 
refreshments, and come enjoy the girls share about 
their experiences at Tech Trek Math/Science Camp 
for Girls.  
 
A Special Thanks to the UCSF Office of Community 
and Government Relations’ funding support for the 
venue. Our branches will meet in the UCSF’s City 
Lights room, which offers a beautiful view of the 
Golden Gate Bridge and Marin Headlines.   
 

(2014 Tech Trek Girls – Camp Hopper) 

 
 
Tech Trek Donors for July: 
Very Special Thank You's to: 
Liz Ray for her 2nd donation for 2015  
Hitoshi and Madoka Hokamura  2014 Tech Trek 
Parents 
 
Elaine Butler, Nora Lee, Michelle Mammini, 
Tech Trek Co-Ordinators 
 

No One Her Equal 

Pat Camarena  
            
    Actually a very private person, Anne spent many 
years constantly in the public eye. Married for 

about 47 years to an American icon, Anne was a 
person of great accomplishments in her very long 
life.  Her admiring aviator husband described her as 
a woman who had no equal.  A gifted pilot her own 
right, she became the first woman to receive a 
glider license in 1930. She and her husband were 
the first to fly from Africa to South America, going 
on to explore polar air routes from North America 
to Asia and Europe.  In 1934 she became the first 
woman to be awarded the National Geographic 
Hubbard Gold Medal for exploration, research, and 
discovery.  
     In the 1920s Anne had won prizes for her essays 
on women's issues.  Later in life as her children 
grew more independent, she would write more 
well received books. A busy mother of six, she and 
her family moved to many locations in Europe to 
escape the tragedy of the murder of their oldest 
son and the subsequent media glare. Prior to 
WWII, her husband's initial support of Hitler caused 
them much criticism here at home.  So did his 
various affairs which resulted in several German 
children. Anne pushed on to write thirteen books 
including her most well known,  Gift From the Sea, 
first published in1955.  Anne received many awards 
in her lifetime including induction into the National 
Aviation Hall of Fame, the National Aviation Hall of 
Fame of New Jersey, and the International Women 
in Aviation Pioneer Hall of Fame.  This was the up 
and down life of Anne Morrow Lindburgh, wife of 
Charles Lindburgh. "It takes as much courage to 
have tried and failed as it does to have tried and 
succeeded." She was constantly trying to remain 
whole in the midst of the distractions of life.   
www. Biography.com 
www. Economist.com (Feb. 2001 obit) 
www. Nytimes.org. (feb. 8, 2091) 
  

 

Playing Now 

Paula Campbell 
 

Once, now at the Curran Theatre, is an oddity, not 
quite a musical, not quite a drama, but is a 

http://www.aauwsf.org/
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beautiful, refreshing, enchantingly charming work.  
Based on an Indie film of the same name, it opened 
in NY first in 2011 as a small Off-Broadway 
production, then moved to Broadway in 2012.  
Once wowed the critics, winning eight Tony 
awards, including Best Musical and Best Book, a 
Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Musical, the 
New York Drama Critics Circle Award for Best 
Musical, and for Outstanding Lighting Design, and 
the 2013 Grammy Award for Best Musical Theater 
Album.   
 

Once is a love story set to music.  All the actors are 
also musicians who play the instruments, singers 
who sing the songs, and dancers who dance the 
Irish inspired dances.  I wanted to say 
“choreography” but the program calls it simply 
“movement” and lists no choreographer, instead 
listing “Movement by” Steven Hogget. Set in 
Dublin, the play introduces us to Guy (Stuart Ward) 
a would be song writer, who keeps body and soul 
together repairing vacuum cleaners.  He’s 
depressed, worn down by his failure to make it in 
the music world.  He hangs out at a local bar, 
where one day a lovely young Czech woman, Girl 
(Dani de Waal) wanders in.  Girl is an optimist – she 
listens to Guy’s music and is convinced he will be 
successful.  She also brings him her vacuum to 
repair.  They begin to spend time together, though 
Guy is in love with his girlfriend who has moved to 
New York, and Girl has an estranged husband and a 
young daughter.  Under John Tiffany’s skillful 
direction Guy and Girl come together as a couple 
even as they each feel the pull of their other love.  
Girl inspires Guy and his friends, they raise money 
to cut a professional album, overcome their fears 
and doubts about their own abilities, and succeed.  
Guy, with Girl’s help, is on his way to fame and 
fortune in the music industry. 
 
Bob Cowley’s minimalist set, a bar with a few 
chairs, some raised areas, works perfect fully in the 
spirit of this production, as do his costumes.  This 
isn’t some flashy, glitzy, lurex costumed, laser 
blinding, ear splitting show.  Once is a small, quiet 

story, Natasha’s Katz’ award winning lighting 
design works beautifully. 
 
If you like big, loud, shiny shows, Once isn’t the 
show for you.  But if you enjoy real, sincere, heart 
string pulling emotion, and are looking for a show 
with a song you can leave the theatre humming to 
yourself, then don’t miss Once.  It’s a simply lovely 
story, filled with emotion and humor, performed 
expertly with prize winning set, costumes, music, 
dancing – what more could one ask for?  See it or 
miss a marvelous theatre experience. 
 
Are you wondering what happens to Guy and Girl – 
do they wind up together or does Guy return to his 
girlfriend  in NY and Girl to her husband – you’ll 
need to see Once to find out – no spoilers here. 
 
Once, through July 13.  SHN Curran Theatre, 445 Geary St., 
San Francisco. 
Tix: Curran box office check online for hours (888) 746-1799. 
online: www.shnsf.com. 
Performances: Tues-Sat 8pm, Wed, Sat, Sun 2pm, and Sun 
July 6, 7:30. 
 

 

Lunching Out and Loving It 
 
This month we were hungry for fish.  We went to 
Scoma’s.  On a beautiful sunny(!) day. We wanted 
to be near the water.  On a Tuesday at 11:30, the 
valet parked our car, we were escorted to our 
window seat in a sparsely occupied room.  The 
menu is extensive, but there are few surprises.  The 
food was fresh, and cooked with the care,  not 
often found in places with ‘big names’ and ‘tourist 
trade’.  The wine list had excellent choices by the 
glass.  Our waiter was friendly and knowledgeable. 
He told us what fish was just caught, what was 
frozen, and what each dish contained, and  offered 
the information pleasantly and helpfully. 
 
We also went to Pacific Catch.  Here the ambiance 
is more modern, as are the offerings.  The bar is 
extensive, more to the latest in cocktails than in 

http://www.aauwsf.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Drama_Desk_Award
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grammy_Award
http://www.shnsf.com/
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wine.  The menu’s riff on Japanese, Mexican, 
Spanish, etc. sea food were interesting but all were 
not equally successful. Our meal of a variety of 
appetizers and small plates  made for a tasty lunch.  
They have a parking lot.  
Scoma’s Restaurant; Pier 47, Al Scoma Way, Tel:771-4383 
Pacific Catch;  1200 9

th
 Ave (at Lincoln), Tel: 504-6905 

Corrine Sacks (and companions) 
 
 

Member News 
 

At the Relay for Life, held on July 12, AAUW was 
represented by Adrienne Kristine, who gave the 
key note speech and walked the survivor's lap. 
Nancy Shapiro and Elaine Butler offered moral 
support. 
 
All of us want to wish a speedy recovery to Jane 
Hansen, who just had hip surgery.  Jane just moved 
into a new home, and has finally (we hope) finished 
her renovations there, before starting in on the 
renovations of her body! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

New Members 
 

Lisa Aquino 
Wanda Holland Greene 
Anmarie Roache 
Linda Rudolph 
Jane Bernard-Powers 
Ruth Rischin 
 

       August Birthdays 
 

 Julia Gluesing  August 8 
 Peg Jackson  August 10 
 Elizabeth Ray  August 15 
 Catherine Accardi August 18 
 Mary-Ellen White  
 Vondran  August 21 
 Nancy Shapiro  August 25 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

AAUW Web Pages 
 
News Page & Media Alerts:  
http://www.aauw.org/press/ 
Actions to take: http://bit.ly/1wQ0GbL 
Mission in Action: www.aauwaction.org/  
US Congressional Voting Record:  
http://bit.ly/1jKYsjJ 
 

Online AAUW Branch 
 

There is an online AAUW California Branch: 
www.AAUWCaOnline.org. Their dues are $10 for dual 
members. 
  

      State Directory 

AAUW CA Directory is posted in searchable PDF 
format. Both documents can be found in the Forms 
& Documents section, under Branch 
Administration, HERE. Hard copies of the directory 
are available for purchase. Send your request, with 
a $10 check to AAUW CA Office, 1331 Garden Hwy, 
Suite 100, Sacramento, CA 95833. 

Birthday Not Announced? 

If your birthday is not there and you’d like to 
have it included (or corrected), contact the 
Membership VP. 
 
 

Please send any new items to Corrine Sacks 
Before the end of the month, for inclusion in 
the next month’s newsletter! 

http://www.aauwsf.org/
Tel:771-4383
http://bit.ly/1wQ0GbL
www.aauwaction.org/
http://bit.ly/1jKYsjJ
http://www.aauwcaonline.org/
http://www.aauw-ca.org/index.cfm?go=files.ViewByTopic&categoryid=13&title=Branch%20Administration
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August 2014 
 
 

 

 

 

Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thur  Fri  Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 
 

11 
 

12 13 14 15   Aft 
w/Books 
1:30 PM 

16 

17 
 

18 Internt’l 
Books  7 PM 
 

19 20 21 Int’l Dinner 
6 PM   

22 
 

23 

24 25 26 27 28 Myst/Adv 
7:30 PM 
 

29 30 

Let no one ever come to you without leaving better and happier. 
Mother Teresa 

AAUWSF Board 

President 
Cathy F. Corcoran, Ed.D. 
CorcoranCF@gmail.com 
415) 341-0206 
 
Treasurer 
Barbara Spencer 
barbaracspencer@gmail.com 

415) 221-6690 
 
Secretary 
Lisa Davis 
marlisd@yahoo.com 
415)515-0482 
  
Program VP 
Noelle Hynes 
noellehynes29@gmail.com 
415) 342-0206 
 

 

Membership VP and 
Webmaster 
Nancy Shapiro 
nancy.shapiro@comcast.net 
415) 731-2654 
 

Co-Public Policy 
Sheila Bost 
wawonast@earthlink.net 
415)664-4985 
Roberta Guise 
415) 420-6276 
roberta@guisemarketing.com 
 

Legal Advocacy VP & 
Education Fund VP 
Kelly Joseph 
kelly.wysinger@sbcglobal.net 
415) 589-7005 
 

Avanti Editor 
Corrine Sacks 
cpsacks@yahoo.com 
415) 292-4130 

 

Silver Jubilee Fund Chair 
Mary Suter 
marsuter@yahoo.com 
415) 665-1185 
 
Tech Trek 
Elaine Butler 
ElaineButler124@Comcast.net 
415) 826-3172 
Michelle Mammini 
415)346-9114 
mmammini@pacbell.net 
Nora Lee 
Nora.Lee28@gmail.com 
415) 584-1810 
 
College/University Liaison 
Adrienne Kristine 
Adrienne.kristine@gmail.com 
415) 307-5775 
 
Hospitality 
Marilyn Leal 
415) 285-7589 
 

 

http://www.aauwsf.org/
mailto:CorcoranCF@gmail.com
mailto:barbaracspencer@gmail.com
marlisd@yahoo.com
noellehynes29@gmail.com
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mailto:roberta@guisemarketing.com
mailto:kelly.wysinger@sbcglobal.net
mailto:cpsacks@yahoo.com
marsuter@yahoo.com
mailto:ElaineButler124@Comcast.net
mailto:mmammini@pacbell.net
Nora.Lee28@gmail.com
Adrienne.kristine@gmail.com
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Avanti Editor 
AAUW 
San Francisco Branch 
P.O. Box 31405 
San Francisco, CA 94131-0405 
Address Correction Requested 

The American Association of University Women 
(AAUW), founded in 1881, is the nation’s leading 
organization advocating equity for women and 
girls. It has a national membership of 150,000. 
People of every race, creed, age, sexual 
orientation, national origin, and level of physical 
ability are invited to join. 

AAUW California was launched in San Francisco in 
1886 and began lobbying immediately. Check out 
our website www.aauwsf.org 

 

AAUW advances equity for women and 
girls through advocacy,  education, 
philanthropy, and research 

 

 

Marie Curie & AAUW 

The year was 1919. Europe had been 
ravaged by World War I and radium was far 
too expensive for a scientist of modest 
means to afford for experiments. This was 
true even for one as famous as Madame 
Marie Curie. As a result, her groundbreaking 
research had reached a virtual standstill. 
Then the AAUW came to the rescue. 
Members from Maine to California helped 
raise an astonishing $156,413, enabling 
Madame Curie to purchase one gram of 
radium and continue her experiments that 
helped her create the field of nuclear 
chemistry and forever change the course of 
science. Madame Curie received the Nobel 
Prize for her work, but was not admitted to 
the French Academie des Sciences until she 
won an incredible second Nobel Prize...all 
because she was a woman. More than 75 
years later, there are still only three women 
members. 

Pay Equity 

AAUW has been on the front lines fighting 
for Pay Equity for over a hundred years.   

AAUW was there in the Oval Office in 1963 
when President John F. Kennedy signed the 
Equal Pay Act into law. 

AAUW was there in 2009 when President 
Barack Obama signed the Lilly Ledbetter Fair 
Play Act into law. 

AAUW continues the fight for the passage of 
the Paycheck Fairness Act to ensure women 
have further equal pay protections.  The pay 
gap is real. 

AAUW will continue the fight to achieve pay 
equity; the economic security of American 
families depends on it. 

Legal Advocacy Fund 

Founded in 1981, the Legal Advocacy Fund 
(LAF) works to achieve equity for women in 
higher education by recognizing indicative 
efforts to improve the climate for women on 
campus; by offering assistance to women 
faculty, staff, and students who have 
grievances against colleges and universities; 
and by supporting sex discrimination 
lawsuits. 

The LAF Board only approves support of 
cases which are currently involved in 
litigation, and that have the potential to set 
legal precedent. 

The Legal Advocacy Fund’s annual Progress 
in Equity Award recognizes indicative and 
replicable college and university programs. 

 

 

http://www.aauwsf.org/
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