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President’s Message
It has been an eventful few weeks for the San
Francisco Branch. After our presentation on Tech
Trek to the Commission on the Status of Women, Dr.
Emily Murase invited us to speak at the SFUSD
Curriculum Committee meeting on March 4th. After
the presentation on the SFSTEM Initiative, during
public comments, Michelle Mammini, Co-Chair Tech
Trek and I shared how Tech Trek aligns with
SFSTEM education by bridging and connecting in school and out-of-school learning opportunities and
providing opportunities for underrepresented
populations’ exploration of STEM fields and careers.
Commendation Certificate Awarded to AAUW-SF for Tech Trek.

AAUW- Board members volunteered at KQED on
March 12th. See details later in this issue. Barbara
Spencer, VP LAF and I attended the Inter Branch
Council (IBC) meeting. Cathy Foxhoven shared
updates and information from the State and each
branch provided details about their mission based
programs. Our branch will host the IBC meeting in
October. Lastly, join me at our Leadership Forum on
April 6th. I look forward to seeing you then.
Cathy Corcoran
President
Tech Trek Alumna Shannon Lee, Co-Chair Public Policy Roberta
Guise, AAUW-SF President Cathy Corcoran, Tech Trek Alumna
Michelle Wong, Student Delegates Windy Ly and Megan Wong and
Richard Carranza, Superintendent of Schools.

On March 12th, Dr. Murase’s fellow SFUSD board
commissioner Kim-Shree Maufas and Student
Delegates Windy Ly and Megan Wong presented our
branch with a Commendation recognizing the Tech
Trek Program (see commendation text on next page).
There to accept the honor on behalf of our Tech Trek
Co-Chairs, Elaine Butler and Michelle Mammini,
was Co-Chair of Public Policy, Roberta Guise, and
Tech Trek Alums Shannon Lee and Michelle Wong.
It is a well-deserved recognition of the hard work of
our Tech Trek committee, volunteers and donors
since 1998 and the 150 Tech Trek girls sent to camp.

Leadership Forum
Members and prospective members are invited to
attend our leadership forum. Learn about AAUW, our
branch and the role of the Board. We look forward to
hearing ideas and suggestions for next year in
programming for the San Francisco branch.
Saturday, April 6, 10am – noon, lunch provided.
Hosted by President Cathy Corcoran, 3974 18th St.
RSVP to Cathy: corcorancf@gmail.com

Board Meeting
This month’s board meeting will be held on
Wednesday, April 10th, 6:30 p.m., for potluck,
with meeting to start at 7 p.m, at Marilyn's Leal's
home, 4325 19th Street. All members are invited.
RSVP Marilyn at 626-4110.

Board of Education of the SFUSD
RESOLUTION OF COMMENDATION
Subject: Resolution No.
IN COMMENDATION OF THE AMERICAN
ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY WOMEN "TECH
TREK" SUMMER PROGRAM ON THE OCCASION
OF WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH
Commissioners Kim-Shree Maufas and Student
Delegates Windy Ly and Megan Wong
WHEREAS: The mission of the American
Association of University Women, founded in
1881, is to "promote equity for all women and
girls, lifelong education, and positive societal
change," and the 7-Star Award Winning San
Francisco Branch is committed to "supporting our
diverse community by increasing opportunities
for women and girls, initiating collaborations and
mentorships and providing leadership for
community impact;" and,
WHEREAS: The landmark 2010 AAUW study Why
So Few? Women in Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics presents statistics
on girls' and women's participation in the STEM
fields, highlights 8 key research findings that point
to environmental and social barriers — including
stereotypes, gender bias and the climate of science
and engineering departments in colleges and
universities — that continue to block women’s
participation and progress in science, technology,
engineering, and math (STEM), and offers
recommendations to further open scientific and
engineering fields to girls and women; and,
WHEREAS: In 1998, AAUW California launched
the Tech Trek summer camp to help middle school
7th grade girls continue their interests in science,
technology, engineering and math, (STEM),
despite the many distractions of adolescence, with
the long-term goal of expanding the number of
young women entering STEM fields to address the
deficiencies demonstrated in the 2010 report; and,

teachers for not necessarily the most academically
gifted students, but those girls who would benefit
most from program; and, as a reflection of its
commitment to socio-economic diversity, the
AAUW San Francisco Branch raises 100% of the
funding required to send girls to the week-long
residential camp conducted at Stanford
University, Mills College, and Fresno and Sonoma
State Universities; and,
WHEREAS: More than 150 SFUSD middle school
girls have had the opportunity to participate in
this unique program, often setting them on an
academic path that they would not have otherwise
explored; and, in particular, alumnae of the
program have come from Everett, Aptos, James
Denman, Martin Luther King, A.P. Giannini,
Lawton Alternative, Claire Lilienthal, Hoover,
James Lick, Luther Burbank, Presidio, Visitation
Valley Middle School, Marina Middle School,
Benjamin Franklin M.S., Francisco M.S., Gloria
Davis M.S, Horace Mann M.S; and, the AAUW San
Francisco Branch is an inclusive group in that each
school receives copies of the application forms
from director of Middle School Science, Deb
Farkas; and,
WHEREAS: SFUSD Superintendent Richard
Carranza has expressed his commitment to
expanding district programs in the STEM fields to
better prepare students for 21st century careers;
and, on March 4, the Curriculum Committee
focused its agenda on a strategic approach to
execute this goal;
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED: That the Board of
Education of the San Francisco Unified School
District, on the occasion of Women's History
Month, commends the American Association of
University Women San Francisco Branch for its
commitment to the Tech Trek Summer Program
and expresses its deepest appreciation for the
support the branch has shown to advance the
exploration of the STEM fields by middle school
girls.

WHEREAS: Student selection is based on the Resolution of Commendation
recommendations of middle school science 3/12/2013
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attend camp will appear in our next AVANTI.
Sheila hosted the decision making evening at her
International Book Group
home and treated us to a tasty dinner. We chose 15
excellent candidates to attend camp at Stanford or
Our next meeting will be on Monday, April 15, at
Sonoma State.
7:00 p.m., at the home of Paula Campbell, 338
Ewing Terrace, San Francisco. We will be reading
March Donors - THANK YOU - Mary Suter,
The Confidant: A Novel, by Helene Gremillon.
Barbara Spencer, Kathe Traynor, Steffi Pincson,
Please R.S.V.P. to Paula at (415) 567-1330 or
Cathy Corcoran, AAUW San Francisco Branch,
campbellp@usfca.edu.
Elaine Butler, Joanne Bellan and Peggy Kavounas.
We're almost there - just one more girl to go!

Afternoon With Books
Date & Time: April 19th, 1:30 PM
Book/Author: Agent Zigzag, by Ben Macintyre
Hostess: Connie Armitage, 1952 16th Ave. SF
RSVP: Connie at 681-2110

Mystery/Adventure
Date & Time: April 25th, 7:30 PM
Book/Author: Heartstone, by C. J. Sansome
Hostess: Sandra Tye, 2960 21st Ave, SF
Reviewer: Jane Hansen
RSVP: Sandra at 566-0587

Tech Trek
This is the busy season for our Tech Trek
committee. We interviewed 22 girls in 2 days.
Thank you to Support for Families of Children with
Disabilities, Elaine's employer, for the use of 4 of
their meeting rooms at no cost.
A big thank you to Co-Chair Michelle Mammini
for setting up the interview schedule for the girls
and scheduling committee members and alums to
do interviews.
Also, thanks to our interviewers, new member, Nora
Lee, and long time committee members: Kelly
Joseph, Pat Spencer, Esther Lee, Nancy Shapiro,
Marilyn Leal, Susan Kwock, Sheila Bost, Elaine
Butler, Michelle Mammini, and Pat Camarena.
Thanks also go out to out to Tech Trek Alums:
Alisa Nascimento, Kristen Ikehara, Shania Lee,
Katarina Spisz, Jenny Choi, Hanan Sinada, Mai
Sinada, Megan Gamino, Emily Brandau, Shannon
Lee, Sarah Ancheta. They make the process a
pleasant one for all concerned. Our choices to
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Co-Chairs: Michelle Mammini, Elaine Butler

Travel Group


Mark your calendars for the weekend of May 18 &
19. The San Francisco African Violet Society is
taking a field trip to Filoli and we can join them. If
you think you'd like to go, please let me know
Elaine Butler 826-3172
elainebutler124@comcast.net or
Adrienne Kristine (415) 717-4521,
Adrienne.Kristine@gmail.com. The details will
appear in the May AVANTI

Go West, Young Woman,
AKA The Diva Tour

Go West. Young Woman: Ten Daring Divas Who
Did It Their Way is a two hour walking tour by, for
and of the ladies. With a ratio of 56 men to each
woman in 1849, San Francisco was only for the
women who were strong of mind or strong of body.
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On this diva-led tour, we'll cover ten wild women
commission meeting and help spread the word
who left their legacy on San Francisco Landscape
about Equal Pay!
from Isadora Duncan to Maya Angelou to Lillie
Coit. You'll even learn about Phyllis Diller, who
WHEN:
Monday, April 8, 2013
challenged women of her time with this:
WHERE:
Room 250, City Hall, San Francisco
"Do you grab for all the gusto you can get? Or is it
WHY:
Because nationwide women earn
impossible because your hand is covered with an
only 77¢ for every dollar a man earns; because on
oven mitt?"
April 9, 2013 — Equal Pay Day — women will
Go West, Young Woman discusses the biographies
have caught up with what men earned last year, and
of 10 important San Franciscan women and
we need to urge Congress to pass the Paycheck
examines the history of The City through their
Fairness Act
unique perspectives.
This tour also addresses the sexism, racism and
To read an update of my op-ed on paycheck fairness
classism that these strong women faced and
(originally published in the San Francisco
eventually overcame.
Chronicle), please visit www.aauwsf.org
Other wild women include Alma de Bretteville
Spreckels, Mary Ellen Pleasant, Lotta Crabtree, Ah
AAUW-SF and Tech Trek take home big honors
Toy.
Since joining the board last summer, my big goal
has been to get our branch top-of-mind among local
policy leaders and influencers and acknowledged as
Saturday, May 11, 2013 1 – 3pm
This easy walk will take you through a San
a leading advocate for women and girls in San
Francisco you never imagined!
Francisco.
$20
This goal sprung to life after our Tech Trek
presentation to the Commission on the Status of
Public Policy
Women: Dr. Emily Murase, Executive Director of
the Department on the Status of Women and SF
Equal Pay Day is April 9
School Board Commissioner, sponsored a School
Board Commendation of AAUW-SF and Tech
While we wait for Congress to do the right thing, be
Trek. Dr. Murase also invited us to comment at the
sure to get a slice of our “Equal Pay” cake, as our
School Board’s Curriculum meeting.
SF branch commemorates Equal Pay Day at the
joint
meeting
of the SF

Commission on Status of Women and the Small
Business Commission. Past branch president and
Programs Chair Andrea Laudate is helping the
effort by bringing a special cake to the meeting.
We’ll also hand out AAUW’s latest report on the
gender pay gap, The Simple Truth about the Gender
Pay Gap (2013). I hope you can come to the joint
4

Cathy Corcoran has details in her President’s
Message above. Photos are on the AAUW-SF
Facebook page.
UN 57th Session of the Commission on the Status
of Women
Early March I was a delegate to the UN's 57th
Session of the Commission on the Status of Women
(CSW) in New York.
The focus was on ending violence against women
and girls around the world. Sexual violence, sex
slavery and labor slavery are big problems that cost
society in many ways and on many levels.
Sex trafficking is big business here in the Bay Area
across the U.S., according to CSW panelists from
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the San Francisco Department on the Status of
Sacramento: California State Capitol, L Street
Women. A proposed bill by State Senator Leland
Entrance
Yee to punish traffickers notes that San Francisco is
one of the FBI’s 13 highest child sex trafficking
SF Commission on the Status of Women (regular
areas in the nation. To support Senator Yee’s bill,
meeting: meetings on 4th Wednesdays)
see California SB 327.
Wednesday, April 24
5-7pm
One of my top takeaways from the UN: by adhering
City Hall, Room 408
to the maxim, "Think globally, act locally,"
violence against women and girls is slowly but
Stay informed!
steadily being stopped.
To stay abreast of meetings around women’s, girls’
and families issues, and for reports from the
Another takeaway: given how entrenched and
Department on the Status of Women: sign up at
accepted sexual violence is as a cultural norm, enact
http://bit.ly/YfmkYf (or San Francisco Department
change incrementally. This is the “strategy of small
on the Status of Women, www.sfgov.org/dosw).
wins.”
Roberta Guise
Co-chair, AAUW-SF Public Policy Committee
Eve Ensler’s “The
Vagina Monologues”
— benefit performance
of Filipina Women’s
Network; info at

Amazing Grace
Pat Camarena

www.FilipinaWomensNetwork.org
Friday, April 5
7:30pm
Herbst Theatre, 401 Van Ness Avenue, San
Francisco
Tickets: CityBoxOffice.com, 415-392-4400
Joint meeting of the SF Commission on the Status of
Women and the Small Business Commission
Monday, April 8
6-8pm
City Hall, Room 200
San Francisco
AAUW-California Annual Meeting 2013
April 20
9:30am-4pm
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Just who was Grace Hopper, for whom for the
one of two Tech Trek AAUW camps was named for
this summer at Stanford University. I did not know.
Now I do.
Grace Murray Hopper was a Vassar grad in 1928.
She pursued an MA and a Doctorate from Yale two
years later. Her doctorate in mathematics was
unusual and a rare accomplishment for a woman in
the day. Married with no children and a husband
who died in 1945, Grace joined the US Naval
Reserve later in the war. She worked for the
Harvard Cruft Laboratory, later becoming a
research fellow in engineering and applied physics
at Harvard's Computation Laboratory. Later she
worked in various private industries while staying
on as a private lecturer for the US Naval Reserve as
a consultant. She returned to active duty with the
Navy as a leader with the Naval Data Command.
After retiring from the Navy in 1986, with the rank
of Rear Admiral, she became a senior consultant to
Digital Equipment Corporation America working
there into her eighties. She was an outstanding
technologist and marketeer. She enjoyed figuring
out practical applications to introduce computers to
a wider and wider audience, not only computer
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experts. In 1973 she became the first person from
American group had ever been before, in the music
the United States and the first woman of any
industry.
nationality to be made a Distinguished Fellow of the
British Computer society. Grace always felt that her
The marvelous cast includes Nick Cosgrove turning
greatest accomplishment to society had been "all the
in an amazing performance as Franki Valli, Miles
young people I have trained."
Jacoby perfectly cast as their songwriter Bob
An inspiration to women mathematicians and
Gaudio, and John Gardiner as the bad boy Tommy
scientists everywhere, it is only fitting that one of
DeVito, who btw reminded me enormously of a
the two Stanford Tech Trek programs for young
young Harvey Keitel, and Michael Lomenda as
middle school girls bears the name of Grace
Nick Massi Each is a real talent in his own right –
Hopper. The Tech Trek Stanford program was
together they complement each other perfectly and
established in 1998 and was recently featured on the
create not just the sound, but the feeling of Frankie
CBS Evening News.
Valli and the Four Seasons, as well as that of the era
www. Cs.yale.edu
in which they lived and worked.
www.history.navy.mil
www.ideafinder.com
Jersey Boys left me bouncing in my seat, filled
with admiration for the actors, for Def McNuff’s
brilliant direction, Marshall Brickman and Rick
Playing Now
Elice’s funny, touching, book.

Paula Campbell
Jersey Boys – back again – why? Who wants to
see it again? Turns out the answer is me, me, me!!!
I groaned silently when I heard Jersey Boys was
coming back, wondered if I could peddle my tickets
on the street in front of the theatre, finally bit the
bullet and went to see the show. And am I glad I
did! The show is great, even better, a lot better,
than the last touring company that was here five
years ago (which in fact had been excellent.)
What can be bad about hearing songs like
Silhouettes, Earth Angel, Big Girls Don’t Cry, My
Boyfriend’s Back, My Eyes Adored You, Walk Like
a Man, all performed in the inimitable style of
Frankie Valli and The Four Seasons? Nothing is
bad about it – to the contrary, everything about it is
fabulous.
Jersey Boys tells the story from the beginning of
Frankie Valli’s career as a singer, to the New Jersey
guys getting together to form the final group that
became the Four Seasons, through the ups and
downs of their careers and personal lives, the
group’s final break up, and eventual reunion tour.
The story is of friendship, loyalty, addiction, mob
influence, and making it big, bigger than any
6

I missed out on rock’n’roll entirely in its heyday;
too into folk music to even notice rock’n’roll was
happening. Jersey Boys is a step into a past I didn’t
have, and made me feel a real nostalgia for what I
never knew. For those of us who did know
rock’n’roll, it must be an even bigger treat. It’s a
show filled with wonderful music, enormously
talented performers, which earns a standing ovation
from its audience every night. If you haven’t ever
seen it – getting there is a must, if you have seen it
before don’t miss seeing it again. It’s absolutely
worth it.
Jersey Boys, Through April 28, Curran Theatre, 445 Geary,
San Francisco.
Tues – Sat 8pm, Wed, Sat. Sun. 2pm., tickets online
https://www.shnsf.com/online/jerseyboys By phone 888-7461799 or at Curran or Orpheum box office Box Office.

April Birthdays
Patricia Arango
Joanne Mandel
Melly Metcalf
Holly Millar
Catherine Hsuan
Roberta Guise

April 1
April 6
April 12
April 21
April 23
April 28
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***************************************
2012-13 Tech Trek Donation Form

Birthday Not Announced?

I’m interested in sponsoring girls to go to Tech Trek
2012! I pledge the following amount towards
sending girls to camp.

If your birthday is not there and you’d like to
have it included (or corrected), contact the
Membership VP.

$25

$50

$100

$900 (1 girl)

$_____

Make checks payable to AAUW-CA SPF, with
Tech Trek SF in the memo line.

KQED VOLUNTEERS

Name:_________________________________
Address: _______________________________
___________________________________ ___
Phone:___________ Email:_____________
Mail your donation addressed to:
Michele Mammini, Mary Suter, Cathy Corcoran, Pat
Camarena , Barbara Spencer, & Elaine Butler.

Elaine Butler & Michelle Mammini 124 Amber Dr.,
SF , CA 94131-1626;

In early March, some of our AAUW members spent
a fun evening down at the KQED studios on
Mariposa Street. We volunteered during their
recent TV pledge drive. Dinner was served. A two
hour stint on their laptops taking pledge calls
garnered more than $21,000 for our local public TV
station plus increased visibility for AAUW in our
community. We will be taking part in future pledge
drives. It was fun!!
We can all be a part of our membership team
introducing AAUW to Bay Area people who may
know little of our mission to advance opportunities
for women and girls in our community. If any
members would like to be contacted about
participating in upcoming KQED pledge evenings,
please let me know and I will contact you with
future dates. Email tappat157@gmail.com.
Thank you
Pat Camarena
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Elainebutler124@comcast.net

REMINDER
THE DEADLINE FOR 2013
SCHOLARSHIPS IS
APRIL 30, 2013.
All applications must be mailed to:
AAUW
San Francisco Chapter
P.O. Box 31405
San Francisco, CA 94131-0405
AAUW-SF has scholarship funds available in the
amount of $2,000 to upper division and graduate
women who are entering the final year of a
designated study program in 2013. These
scholarships are competitive.
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Additional information, qualifying information, and
that can provide you with tax savings and income
links for applications can be obtained on the
during your lifetime.
AAUWSF website
http://www.aauwsf.org/silver_jubilee.htm
For more information, call Catherine Heffernan at
the AAUW Planned Giving Office at 877.357.5587
or email her at heffernanc@aauw.org
MEMBERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO

VOTE
The AAUW voting season is near and all branch
members can exercise their right to vote. There are
two different on-line voting opportunities
1. AAUW California voting -- Please go
to www.aauw-ca.org or the California
PERSPECTIVE for more information on
the state voting
2. AAUW National voting -- Go
to www.aauw.org or the
upcoming Outlook magazine for the
AAUW National voting information.

State Directory
AAUW CA Directory is posted in searchable PDF
format. Both documents can be found in the Forms
&
Documents
section,
under
Branch
Administration, HERE. Hard copies of the
directory are available for purchase. Send your
request, with a $10 check to AAUW CA Office,
1331 Garden Hwy, Suite 100, Sacramento, CA
95833.

Get the Avanti Faster

Voting will take place in April-May 2013 to raise
the AAUW CA dues by $4 BUT the dues increase
will not be implemented until 2014. Please note that
this delayed implementation date was not printed in
the February California PERSPECTIVE.

If you’d like to receive the Avanti via email notice
rather than US mail, please tell the Membership VP,
and then a printed copy will not be sent to you. If
you prefer, we will continue to print and mail the
Avanti to you.

Membership Updates

Online AAUW Branch

If you change your address, kindly notify the
Membership Chair.

There is an online AAUW California Branch at
www.AAUWCaOnline.org. Their dues are $10 if
you’re already a member.

MAKE A LIFETIME GIFT TO AAUW
Your gift will help ensure that the work of AAUW
continues long into the future. You can become
part of the distinguished AAUW Legacy Circle.
The simplest form of a legacy gift is a bequest, or a
gift left to a charity in your will. Bequests often can
allow donors to make a sizable gift to a charity that
may not have been possible during their lifetime
You can also name AAUW as the beneficiary of
your life insurance, bank account, stock account, or
retirement plan. In addition to bequests in your will
or living trust, charitable gift annuities are available
8

AAUW Web Pages
News Page & Media Alerts: (use links on page to
subscribe) www.aauw.org/
About/newsroom/news/index.cfm
Actions to take: www.aauw.org/
issue_advocacy/actionpages/index.cfm Mission in
Action: www.aauw.org/
publications/mission/index.cfm
Two Minute Activities: capwiz.com/aauw/home.
US Congressional Voting Record
aauwaction.org/VoterEd/CVR.htm
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Membership
Nancy Shapiro
nancy.shapiro@comcast.net
415) 731-2654
Secretary
Kelly Joseph
kelly.wysinger@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer/Finance
Kathe Traynor
ktraynor@aol.com
415) 665-3212
Avanti Editor
Corrine Sacks
cpsacks@yahoo.com
415)292-4130
Co-Public Policy
Sheila Bost
wawonast@earthlink.net
415)664-4985
415) 626-4110
Roberta Guise
(415) 420-6276
roberta@guisemarketing.com

AAUWSF Board
President
Cathy Corcoron
CorcoranCF@gmail.com
415) 341-0206
Legal Advocacy VP
Barbara Spencer
barbaracspencer@gmail.com
415) 221-6690
Education Fund VP
Mary Suter
marSuter@yahoo.com
415) 665-1185
Co-Program VP’s
Andrea Laudate
mamalaudate@yahoo.com
415) 864-6789
Peggy Kavounas
pkavounas@aol.com

Website
Nancy Shapiro
nancy.shapiro@comcast.net
415) 731-2654
Silver Jubilee Fund Chair
Pat Camarena
tapPat157@aol.com
415) 285-7589
Tech Trek
Elaine Butler
ElaineButler124@Comcast.net
415) 826-3172
Michelle Mammini
415)346-9114
mmammini@pacbell.net
Hospitality
Marilyn Leal
mleal@mac.com

Membership VP
Nancy Shapiro
nancy.shapiro@comcast.net
415) 731-2654

April 2013
Sun

Mon
1

Tue
2

Wed
3

Thur
4

Fri
5

Sat
6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15 Internat’l 16
Book Group
7:00 PM

17

18

19 Afternoon 20
With Books
1:30 PM

21

22

23

24

25 Mystery/Ad 26
Book Group
7:30 PM

28

29

30

Activism is my rent for living on this planet.
Alice Walker
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Avanti Editor
AAUW
San Francisco Branch
P.O. Box 31405
San Francisco, CA 94131-0405
Address Correction Requested
The American Association of University Women
(AAUW), founded in 1881, is the nation’s leading
organization advocating equity for women and
girls. Its national membership of 100,000 seeks to
advance equity for women and girls through advocacy, education, and research. People of every race,
creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin, and
level of physical ability are invited to join.
AAUW California was launched in San Francisco
in 1886 and began lobbying immediately. It
remains the state’s most active and diverse organization for women with 14,000 members in more
than 150 branches, plus 6,000 members-at-large.

AAUW advances equity for women and
girls through advocacy, philanthropy,
education, and research

Marie Curie & AAUW

Educational Foundation

Legal Advocacy Fund

The year was 1919. Europe had been
ravaged by World War I and radium was
far too expensive for a scientist of
modest means to afford for experiments.
This was true even forone as famous as
Madame Marie Curie. As a result, her
groundbreaking research had reached a
virtual standstill. Then the AAUW came
to the rescue. Members from Maine to
California helped raise an astonishing
$156,413, enabling Madame Curie to
purchase one gram of radium and
continue her experiments that helped her
create the field of nuclear chemistry and
forever change the course of science.
Madame Curie received the Nobel Prize
for her work, but was not admitted to the
French Academie des Sciences until she
won an incredible second Nobel
Prize...all because she was a woman.
More than 75 years later, there are still
only three women members.

In 1873, a prominent Boston physician,
Dr. E.H. Clarke, wrote a book arguing
that too much study would give women
brain fever and render their children
sickly, if they were to have them at all.

Founded in 1981, the Legal Advocacy
Fund (LAF) works to achieve equity for
women in higher education by recognizing indicative efforts to improve the
climate for women on campus; by
offering assistance to women faculty,
staff, and students who have grievances
against colleges and universities; and by
supporting sex discrimination lawsuits.

The Association of Collegiate Alumnae
(AAUW’s chief predecessor) fought this
contention in 1885 and won, by gathering data from its members to show that
they had suffered no ill health from their
college and postgraduate education. In
1888, the Western Association of
Collegiate Alumnae (founded here in
San Francisco) made educational history
by establishing the first graduate fellowship for women (given to Vassar
graduate Ida Street).
California is still the largest contributor,
enabling the Educational Foundation to
award nearly $3 million in grants to
women at the dissertation or doctoral
level, and to those pursuing careerrelated or community-based projects.
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The LAF Board only approves support
of cases which are currently involved in
litigation, and that have the potential to
set legal precedent.
The Legal Advocacy Fund’s annual
Progress in Equity Award recognizes
indicative and replicable college and
university programs.

