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President’s Message
Hope you are enjoying your summer. Please click on
the following link to gather info from the National
convention: www.aauw.org/convention . Video clips
and the convention newsletter are posted. Yes, that is
me in the second photo.
There is no monthly meeting the second Tuesday of
August. We are having our annual board retreat on
August 22nd, at 10:00 a.m. Sheila Bost will host. This
is a great opportunity to participate in your branch.
What’s your passion? Bring your ideas and let’s plan
for a fabulous 2009-2010!
Health & Happiness,
Kelly
Hey everyone–it’s time to talk to us on what you
would like for the coming year–we are looking at
some of the nighttime action at some of the museums
and art gallery’s. We need people who will help with
the organization of the trips etc.
Andrea Laudate

Board Meeting
No board meeting, we are having an annual
planning retreat instead.

International Book Group
Monday, August 17th, 7pm at Pat Camarena’s home,
157 Amber Dr. The book is Netherland, by Joseph
O’Neill. RSVP Pat at 285-7589.

Afternoon with Books
August 21st, 1:30 pm. at Elaine Butler’s home, 124
Amber Dr. The group is reading: The Book Thief, by
Markus Zusak. We are looking to add new members
to our group. Start the AAUW year off right by
making some new friends. Please RSVP Elaine
Butler at 826-3172 or Elaine.butler.sf@sbcglobal.net

Annual Board Retreat
August 22nd, 10 am, at Sheila Bost’s home, 19
Wawona.

Mystery/Adventure
Thursday, August 27th, 7:30 pm, at the home of
Marilyn Leal, 4325 19th St. The book is The Four
Cornered Circle, by Jon Cleary. The reviewer is
Paula Campbell. Please RSVP Marilyn at 626-4110.
Remember September 25th is our annual planning
meeting when we pick our books for the year. Pick
out those mysteries you’d like to share for the
meeting.

Travel Club
There will be no group travel in August because you
are each going somewhere already. We have a
daytrip planned for September so please look for it in
AVANTI online or in your mailbox in September.

“It is curious that physical courage should be so common in the world
and moral courage so rare.”

Mark Twain

“Since we cannot know all that there is to be known about anything,
we ought to know a little about everything.”

Blaise Pascal, French Mathematician, Physicist and Philosopher
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August Birthdays
Marilyn Z Smith Aug 1st

Margaret Higgens Aug 14th

Michele Donovan Aug 15th

Elizabeth Ray Aug 15th

Nancy Shapiro Aug 25th

Leslie Trook Aug 27th

Helen Jean Henke Aug 30th

Birthday Not Announced?
If your birthday is not there and you’d
like to have it included (or corrected),
contact the Membership Co-VPs.

Any 50-Year Members?
If you’ve been an AAUW member for
50 years, contact one of the Member-
ship VP to have AAUW national and
state give you an honorary life
membership.

New Members
Suzanne Bushnell
Susan Christopher
Adrienne Kristine
Sophenia Maxwell
Trinity Ordona
Laura Sanders
Delores (Dee) Schoen
Contact the Membership Chair to get in
touch with the new members and give
them a warm welcome.

Membership Updates
If you change your address, kindly
notify the Membership Chair.

Quick LAF clicks
Sexual Assault on Campus:
www.aauw.org/laf/library/assault.cfm
Chief Justice John Roberts’ effect on
T i t l e  I X? w w w . a a u w . o r g /
newsroom/news/05LADailyNews
_RobertsOPED.cfm

Avanti Articles
Please remember to submit any
Avanti articles by the 20th.

AUW Web Pages
News Page & Media Alerts: (use links
on page to subscribe)
www.aauw.org/About/
newsroom/news/index.cfm
Actions to take: www.aauw.org/
issue_advocacy/actionpages/index.cfm
Mission in Action: www.aauw.org/
publications/mission/index.cfm
Two Minute Activities:
http://capwiz.com/aauw/home.
Voting Record for the 110th Con-
gress, First Session (2007):
www.aauw.org/advocacy/issue_advoca
cy/voter_ed/upload/votingRecord110.p
df.

Tech Trek
Tech Trek Donation Form

I’m interested in sponsoring girls to go to
Tech Trek 2010! I pledge the following
amount towards sending girls to camp.
!  $25 !  $50 !  $100 !  $200
!  $800 (1 girl) !  $________
Make checks payable to AAUW-CA SPF
with Tech Trek SF in the memo line.

Name: _______________________
Address: _____________________
_____________________________
Phone: _______________________
Email: _______________________
Mail your donation addressed to:

Elaine Butler
124 Amber Dr
San Francisco, CA 94131-1626

Situation Wanted
A mature, responsible, long-time
AAUW-SF member is looking for
house sitting/caretaking position in San
Francisco or the peninsula. Have recent
clean background check and Live Scan.
Am allergic to cats (like them,
however). Will care for your pets,
plants, property and possessions.
Multiple excellent references provided.
I work on the Internet so connectivity
is important. Please contact Adrienne
K r i s t i n e :  a d r i e n n e .  
kristine@gmail.com. 415) 717-4521

2008-
AAUW-

Co-Presidents
Kelly Joseph

Kelly.Wysinger@sbcglobal.net
415) 821-1737

Andrea Laudate
mamalaudate@yahoo.com

415) 864-6789

EF VP
Paula Campbell

CampbellP@usfca.edu
415) 567-1330

Legal Advocacy VP
Peggy Kavounas

PKavounas@aol.com
415) 440-4721

Membership
Mary Suter

marSuter@yahoo.com
415) 665-1185

Program Co-VPs
Marilyn Leal

mleal@mac.com
415) 626-4110

Joanne Mandel
JMandel6@yahoo.com

415) 665-7329

Secretary
Open

Treasurer
Cathy Corcoran

CorcoranCF@gmail.com
415) 341-0206

Get the Avanti
Faster

If you’d like to receive
the Avanti via email or
the web, please tell one
of the Membership VPs,
so that a printed copy
will not be sent to you. If
you prefer, we can
continue to print and
mail you the Avanti.
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2009
SF Board

Avanti Editor
Stephen Butler

415) 826-3172
Steve.Butler.sf@SBCGlobal.net

Public Policy
Sheila Bost

wawonast@earthlink.net
415) 664-4985

Silver Jubilee Fund Chair
Barbara Spencer

BCSpencer@comcast.net
415) 221-5743

Tech Trek
Elaine Butler

Calif. AAUW Membership
Committee

Elaine.Butler.sf@
SBCGlobal.net
415) 826-3172

Web Mistress
Dawn Wilkes

crmaverick@hotmail.com
650) 735-5184

Why are Some Non-
Titles Underlined?

Read the Avanti at our
website and click on the
underlined phrase, it opens
a browser on a more com-
plete article or an email to
the member’s address.

Online AAUW
Branch

There is an online AAUW
California Branch at
www.AAUWCaOnline.org.
Their dues are $10 if
you’re already a member.
Future Travel Club

Sept. 20th Jewish
Museum
Filoli Home &
Gardens
Pardee House

Playing Now
Paula Campbell

Score another winner for the SF
Playhouse with their production of
Dale Wasserman’s One Flew Over
the Cuckoo’s Nest. Based on Ken
Kesey’s 1960 novel of the same name,
Cuckoo’s Nest is the chilling story of
a man, McMurphy, confined to a men-
tal institution, placed in a ward under
the control of a sadistic nurse, Nurse
Ratched, who wields absolute power
over her charges. Written at a time
when psychotropic drugs were first
being used in psychiatric treatment,
when rumors of the CIA experimen-
ting on unsuspecting citizens with
LSD were rampant, when horror
stories of the results of electro-shock
therapy and pre-frontal lobotomy were
only whispered, Cuckoo’s Nest
shouted warnings of these to the
public.
Cuckoo’s Nest was originally
produced on Broadway in 1963,
rewritten and produced Off-Broadway
in 1972, and presented as a major
motion picture in 1975. Jack Nichol-
son and Louise Fletcher won Oscars
for their portrayals of McMurphy and
Nurse Ratched, and the film won
Academy Awards for Best Picture,
Director, Actor, Actress, and Screen-
play, the only film ever to have won 5
awards at that time since It Happened
One Night in 1934.
The SF Playhouse production may not
have Jack Nicholson, but it lacks for
nothing. It’s a superb production –
beautifully cast, beautifully acted,
beautifully directed. I cannot recom-
mend it highly enough. Every member
of the ensemble cast is perfect in
his/her role. Hansford Prince makes a
strong, outstanding McMurphy – if
anything he’s more real in the role
then Nicholson was in the film – less
manic, more believable in every way.

Susi Damilano’s Nurse Ratched is a
living, breathing nightmare – we want
to strangle her ourselves – she is the
epitome of evil in the guise of doing
good. Michael Torres’ Chief Bromden
is a wonder – the Chief is the
character who changes most through
the play – who becomes almost a
different person – who truly finds his
core identity – who gets back his true
self – and we are treated to seeing this
happen, bit by bit – a slow metamor-
phosis – an acting marvel.
Bill English’s direction is spot on – he
works his cast perfectly. Doing an
ensemble cast production can be
touchy – but English handles it
brilliantly – timing, pacing, emphases
– everything falls into place exactly
where he wants it to – as usual the
production flows seamlessly. Also as
usual, his set design makes use of
every square inch of the limited stage
space available. Before the play
began, I heard the person sitting next
to me counting the number of doors in
the set, surprised at how many there
were. (The set is the day room ward of
the mental hospital.) By intermission
my seat neighbor was marveling at
how each door was used in the show
and had its own function. The
costume, lights, sound, video, fight,
and properties designers all produced
outstanding work for this production.
Before I end this review, I’d like to
urge my readers to subscribe to the SF
Playhouse. I’ve been a subscriber
since their second year in business.
They do great work, and subscribers
get a great break on tickets, as well as
other benefits. It’s easy for subscribers
to change tickets if needed, and this
year a monthly Monday night play
reading series was started. New plays
that are being considered for possible
production are read, and after the
reading one can stay for discussion.
The readings are free of charge and a
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 lot of fun. One of the plays read earlier this season
wound up going to NYC where it was produced Off-
Broadway. It’s not easy for a new theatre to succeed
and if ever one deserves to it’s this one – hence this
plug from me. BTW, I have no material interest of
any kind in the SF Playhouse – I’m just trying to give
them a helping hand.
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, through September 5,
2009. The SF Playhouse, 533 Sutter St. Box Office 677-9596
Tues 7pm, Wednesday – Saturday 8pm, and Saturday 3pm.

Lurline’s Hidden Treasure
Pat Camarena

Tucked away at the foot of the Crystal Springs Lakes
outside of Woodside, lies Lurline’s wonderful old
estate whose ambience is evocative of a F. Scott
Fitzgerald novel. Renown for its fabulous gardens
even more than its 43 room mansion, today Filoli is
no longer Lurline’s private residence but a National
Historic Trust site, open, for a nominal fee, to us all.
Local shipping heiress, Lurline Matson Roth lived a
long and eventful life. Her Swedish born father
founded the Matson Shipping Line, which carried
cargo and early tourists to Hawaii. Lurline was
named for one of these popular ships. Always very
adventurous, Lurline took her first air flight with
Amelia Earhart. Always a great horsewoman, she
showed award winning trotting ponies raised on her

Woodside Why Worry Farm. Years later, she and her
son bought the rundown Ghiradelli Chocolate Fac-
tory in San Francisco and developed it into a grand
tourist attraction of shops and restaurants in the
1960s. In the 1930s, the Filoli property, built by the
Bourn family in 1915, was purchased and enhanced
by Lurline and her husband William Roth for use as
their country family home. An avid gardener, she
kept detailed records of everything planted in the
extensive gardens. Don’t think “botanical garden”,
think of a walk into a Great Gatsby scene.
The house, said to be a replica of an Irish estate, sits
in the shadow of the spectacular surrounding gardens.
Filoli has been the backdrop for movies and the old
TV series “Dynasty”. The Joy Luck Club and the
Wedding Planner are just two of the movies that
filmed at Filoli.
Lurline herself lived into her nineties still enjoying
her visits to Filoli and to the opera. It is likely that
she would enjoy attending the jazz concerts held here
each summer and would be grateful to the army of
dedicated volunteers who keep the house and gardens
in excellent order. A visit to Filoli is a great escape
and a step back in time.
For more information, check put this website:
www.filoli.org

Our 1st Week of Tech Trek Girls
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August 2009

International Book Group
Monday, August 17th, 7pm at Pat Camarena’s home,
157 Amber Dr. The book is Netherland, by Joseph
O’Neill. RSVP Pat at 285-7589.

Afternoon with Books
August 21st, 1:30 pm. at Elaine Butler’s home, 124
Amber Dr. The group is reading: The Book Thief, by
Markus Zusak. We are looking to add new members
to our group. Start the AAUW year off right by
making some new friends. Please RSVP Elaine
Butler at 826-3172 or Elaine.butler.sf@sbcglobal.net

Annual Board Retreat
August 22nd, 10 am, at Sheila Bost’s home, 19
Wawona.

Mystery/Adventure
Thursday, August 27th, 7:30 pm, at the home of
Marilyn Leal, 4325 19th St. The book is The Four
Cornered Circle, by Jon Cleary. The reviewer is
Paula Campbell. Please RSVP Marilyn at 626-4110.
Remember September 25th is our annual planning
meeting when we pick our books for the year. Pick
out those mysteries you’d like to share for the
meeting.

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 7pm
International
Book Group

18 19 20 21 Afternoon
with Books

2210 am
Board
Retreat

23 24 25 26 27 7:30 pm
Mystery/
Adventure

28 29

30 31
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Avanti Editor
AAUW
San Francisco Branch
P.O. Box 31405
San Francisco, CA 94131-0405
Address Correction Requested
The American Association of Ujanice niversity
Women (AAUW), founded in 1881, is the nation’s
leading organization advocating equity for women
and girls. Its national membership of 100,000 seeks
to advance equity for women and girls through
advocacy, education, and research. People of every
race, creed, age, sexual orientation, national origin,
and level of physical ability are invited to join.

AAUW California was launched in San Francisco
in 1886 and began lobbying immediately. It
remains the state’s most active and diverse organi-
zation for women with 14,000 members in more
than 150 branches, plus 6,000 members-at-large.

AAUW advances equity for
women and girls through advo-
cacy, education, and research

Marie Curie & AAUW
The year was 1919. Europe had been
ravaged by World War I and radium was
far too expensive for a scientist of
modest means to afford for experiments.
Even one as famous as Madame Marie
Curie. As a result, her ground-breaking
research had reached a virtual standstill.
Then the AAUW came to the rescue.
Members from Maine to California
helped raise an astonishing $156,413,
enabling Madame Curie to purchase one
gram of radium and continue her
experiments that helped her create the
field of nuclear chemistry and forever
change the course of science. Madame
Curie received the Nobel Prize for her
work, but was not admitted to the French
Academie des Sciences until she won an
incredible second Nobel Prize...all
because she was a woman. More than 75
years later, there are still only three
women members.

Educational Foundation
In 1873, a prominent Boston physician,
Dr. E.H. Clarke, wrote a book arguing
that too much study would give women
brain fever and render their children
sickly, if they were to have them at all.

The Association of Collegiate Alumnae
(AAUW’s chief predecessor) fought this
contention in 1885 and won, by gath-
ering data from its members to show that
they had suffered no ill health from their
college and postgraduate education. In
1888, the Western Association of
Collegiate Alumnae (founded here in
San Francisco) made educational history
by establishing the first graduate fellow-
ship for women (given to Vassar
graduate Ida Street).

California is still the largest contributor,
enabling the Educational Foundation to
award nearly $3 million in grants to
women at the dissertation or doctoral
level, and to those pursuing career-
related or community-based projects.

Legal Advocacy Fund
Founded in 1981, the Legal Advocacy
Fund (LAF) works to achieve equity for
women in higher education by recog-
nizing innovative efforts to improve the
climate for women on campus; by
offering assistance to women faculty,
staff, and students who have grievances
against colleges and universities; and by
supporting sex discrimination lawsuits.

The LAF Board only approves support
of cases which are currently involved in
litigation, and that have the potential to
set legal precedent.

The Legal Advocacy Fund’s annual
Progress in Equity Award recognizes
innovative and replicable college and
university programs.


