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President’s Message
An essay contest has begun. Any woman reading the
City College Paper can enter. After reading the below
quote from Senator John McCain we have asked
women students to address pay equity. They have
from now to winter break to send their essays 500
words or less to Ellen Johnson-Silk, the editor. Seth
Harwood from the English dept. will judge as well as
one of our AAUW members.
• 1st prize is $500 and a chance to speak her mind on

March 21st at our 125th anniversary, at San
Francisco State.

• 2nd prize is $300
• 3rd prize is $100
If you know of any women willing to address pay
equity send this on and we will consider their essay.
In April, Senate Republicans filibustered the Lilly
Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, a law that would have
overturned an appalling Supreme Court decision that
practically abolished remedies for gender-based
compensation discrimination in the workplace. In
opposing this legislation, Senator John McCain said
that if women want better-paying jobs, they just need
more Òeducation and training.Ó Then, he didnÕt even
show up for the vote. Andrea

Board Meeting
Tuesday, October 14th, 6:30 pm potluck dinner,
7:00 meeting starts, at Marilyn LealÕs, 4325 19th St.
All members are invited to attend.

Afternoon with Books
Friday, October 17th, 1:30 pm, at Jane WilliamÕs,
4022 21st St. We are reading Loving Frank by
Nancy Horan. The book is available in the SF Public
Library. Please join us. RSVP Jane at 826-1158.

International Book Group
Monday, October 20th, 7 pm, at Nancy ShapiroÕs,
1683 42nd Ave. We are reading The Places in
Between by Rory Stewart. There will be a video
presentation of the authorÕs travels. RSVP 731-2654.

Mystery/Adventure
Thursday, October 23rd, 7:30 pm, at Andrea
LaudateÕs, 243 Missouri St. The book is Jake Wakes
Up by Seth Harwood. The author will be there to
answer questions. RSVP Andrea at 864-6789.

Travel Club
Sunday, October 26th, we are going to visit the
Winchester Mystery House to celebrate Halloween.
The tour is $25 for adults, $23 for seniors. We could
pick a time like 1 pm for a tour. If the consensus is
the tour is too expensive, weÕll have a planning
meeting at our house instead. RSVP Elaine & Steve
415 826-3172

Public Policy
Monday, October 27th, 6:45 pm, at Sheila BostÕs
home, 19 Wawona St. Come participate in a
discussion of the issues on the November ballot. Sean
Elsbernd, District 7 Supervisor who is running for re-
election, will come to speak to us at 7:00 pm. He will
help clarify a few of the local propositions on a ballot
that includes 11 local and 22 state propositions.
RSVP 415 664-4985 or wawonast@earthlink.net.

Online AAUW Branch
For anyone interested, there is an online AAUW
Branch at www.AAUWCaOnline.org. Their dues are
$10 if youÕre already a member elsewhere.

Save the Date!
Sunday, December 7th, for the annual Holiday
Luncheon

 “Education is what survives when what has been learned has been forgotten.”
B. F. Skinner

“Those who do not read good books have no advantage
over those who can't read them.”

Mark Twain
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October Birthdays
Cathy Corcoran 3rd

Jill Wynns 7th

Harriet Sollod 10th

Michelle Mammini 13th

Krisann Chasarik 16th

Linda Rudolph 18th

Amy Dunn-Ruiz 19th

Marie Bartee 20th

Jo-An Hett 25th

Patricia Spencer 27th

Birthday Not Announced?
Remember, we only record the month
and day of your birth. If your birthday
is not there and youÕd like to have it
included (or corrected), contact the
Membership Co-VPs.

Any 50-Year Members?
Has anyone been an AAUW member
for 50 years? Contact one of the
Membership Co-VPs to have AAUW
national and state give you an honor-
ary life membership.

New Members
Marie Bartee
Joyce Bowe
Mary Earnshaw
Gwen Essex
Phylis Johnson-Silk
Dana Kane
Theodora Kitt
Elizabeth Lewis
Marti Liftin
Mary Worth
Jill Wynns

Contact the Membership Chair to get
in touch with the new members.

Membership Updates
If you change your address, kindly
notify the Membership Chair.

Avanti Articles
Please remember to submit Avanti
articles by the 20th.

Quick LAF clicks
Sexual Assault on Campus:
www.aauw.org/laf/library/assault.cfm
Chief Justice John Roberts’ effect
on Title IX? www.aauw.org/
newsroom/news/05LADailyNews
_RobertsOPED.cfm

AAUW Web Pages
News Page & Media Alerts: (use
links on page to subscribe)
www.aauw.org/About/
newsroom/news/index.cfm
Actions to take: www.aauw.org/
issue_advocacy/actionpages/index.cfm
Mission in Action: www.aauw.org/
publications/mission/index.cfm
Two Minute Activities:
http://capwiz.com/aauw/home.
Voting Record for the 110th Con-
gress, First Session (2007):
www.aauw.org/advocacy/issue_advoc
acy/voter_ed/upload/votingRecord110
.pdf.

Sister to Sister
This after school program for middle
school girls will begin in October.
Meetings will be on Friday.

Tech Trek Donation Form
IÕm interested in sponsoring girls to go to
Tech Trek 2009! I pledge the following
amount towards sending girls to camp.
 $25  $50  $100  $200
 $800 (1 girl)  $________

Make checks payable to AAUW-CA SPF
with Tech Trek SF in the memo line.

Name: _____________________________

Address: ___________________________

___________________________________

Phone:_____________________________

Email: _____________________________
Mail your donation addressed to:

Elaine Butler
124 Amber Dr
San Francisco, CA 94131-1626

2008-
AAUW-

Co-Presidents
Kelly Joseph

Kelly.Wysinger@sbcglobal.net
415) 821-1737

Andrea Laudate
mamalaudate@yahoo.com

415) 864-6789

EF VP
Phylis Johnson-Silk

 theJSilks@SBCGlobal.net
415) 566-2524

Legal Advocacy VP
Barbara Woods

 WoodBB@aol.com
415) 681-9663

Co-Membership
Nancy Shapiro

Nancy.Shapiro@med.va.gov
415) 731-2654
Mary Suter

marSuter@yahoo.com
415) 665-1185

Program Co-VPs
Marilyn Leal

 mleal@mac.com
415) 626-4110

Joanne Mandel
JMandel6@yahoo.com

415) 665-7329

Secretary
Dawn Wilkes

crmaverick@hotmail.com
650) 735-5184

Treasurer
Cathy Corcoran

CFCorcoran@hotmail.com
415) 401-0554

Sister to Sister
Renee Golanty-Koel

RenGol@csus.edu
415) 661-6276
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2009
SF Board

Avanti Editor
Stephen Butler

415) 826-3172
Steve.Butler.sf@SBCGlobal.net

Public Policy Co-Chairs
Sheila Bost

wawonast@earthlink.net
415) 664-4985

Michelle Mammini
MMammini@PacBell.net

415) 346-9114
Renee Golanty-Koel

RenGol@csus.edu
415) 661-6276

Silver Jubilee Fund Chair
Barbara Spencer

BCSpencer@comcast.net
415) 221-5743

Tech Trek
Elaine Butler

Calif. AAUW Membership
Committee

Elaine.Butler.sf@
SBCGlobal.net
415) 826-3172

Web Mistress
Marilyn Z. Smith

SmithMZ@hotmail.com
415) 543-5307

Get the Avanti Faster
If youÕd like to receive the
Avanti via email or the
web, please tell one of the
Membership VPs, so that a
printed copy will not be
sent to you. If you prefer,
we can continue to print
and mail you the Avanti.

Why are Some Non-
Titles Underlined?

Why are some phrases
underlined. When you read
the Avanti at our website,
you can click on the
underlined phrase and it
will either open a browser

on a more complete article or an email
to the memberÕs address.

Felipa’s Maps
Pat Camarena

When she married in 1479, the young
bride presented a gift to her husband
that turned out to be as valuable as the
money from her wealthy Lisbon fam-
ily. Felipa had inherited a large port-
folio of hand drawn maps from her
father. In the 15th century, accurate
maps were considered to be valuable
assets. FelipaÕs father had died when
she was still a child. He had been an
explorer involved with the discovery
of the Madeira Islands. FelipaÕs new
husband considered these charts of the
winds and currents of the Portuguese
possessions in the Atlantic to be a
boon to his long-term career plans.
Originally from Genoa he had been
working as a cartographer when he
met Felipa in Lisbon. After his ship
sank in an offshore battle, he swam
ashore to Lisbon and looked for work.
His goal was to secure financing to
outfit more ships and sail west toward
Asia. This he attempted four times
during the next score of years with
varying amounts of success and but
not with the results or fame and
fortune he had hoped for. Dona Felipa
did not live long enough to share all of
her husbandÕs struggles sailing toward
the new lands west of Europe. She
died of consumption six years after
her son Diego was born and six years
before her husband first set foot in the
New World. She was Dona Felipa
Perestrello. Her better-known hus-
bandÕs name was Christopher Colum-
bus. Surely he appreciated undertaking
his voyages with very reliable
directions Ð at least at the beginning.

Tech Trek
We heard from three girls at the
Welcome Back Brunch. They brought
their moms and a friend. Susanna,

Caroline and Cassandra shared their
adventures and answered questions
from members. A seven-minute DVD
developed by and for the 2008
campers, was shown also. If you
missed the brunch and would like to
see the DVD, please contact Elaine at
415 826-3172 or Elaine.Butler.sf
@SBCGlobal.net

The Tech Trek program is so magical!
We are participating again this year
and plan to send a lot of girls. Your
donations are sought for the 2009
campers.

We Will Celebrate our 125th

Anniversary Next Year!
Our branch is the second oldest in the
nation and the oldest in California.
LetÕs make next yearÕs celebration an
event to remember. Date is TBA but
possibly a weekend in March 2009 to
coincide with WomenÕs History
Month. If you have ideas for the
event(s) or would like to participate in
planning or organization and have
skills to contribute weÕd love to hear
from you. Please email Andrea or
Kelly, our Co-Presidents.

Your Vote Makes a Difference!
With the November elections just
around the corner, AAUW urges you
to hold your elected officials accoun-
table for their votes and to know
where the candidates stand on issues
that are important to women and their
families. Act now to ensure womenÕs
voices and issues are heard on Nov.
4th, 2008.

Take Action!
The power of AAUWÕs voter
education publications lies in their
ability to reach women, who otherwise
would not have access to the
information, so spread the word!
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• Download the voter guides and Congressional
Voting Record from the AAUW website and
distribute them to women in your community.
Place them in child-care centers, low-income
neighborhoods, womenÕs shelters, workplaces,
transit stations, hair salons, community centers,
family planning clinics, libraries, churches, and on
college campuses.

• Hold an open house for women in your community
and hand out the voter guides and CVR.

• Link to AAUWÕs guides on your own webpage,
and use the voter guide templates on the AAUW
website to create a voter guide for a race that
affects your community. If you branch has
compiled a voter guide for a U.S. House or Senate
race, send it to AAUW and weÕll put it on our site.

• Get more information on producing and
distributing voter guides on our website, and get
more ideas on how you can turn out the womenÕs
vote with our Woman-to-Woman Voter Turnout
Campaign.

• Stay tuned for an Action Network e-mail that will
allow you to contact your members of Congress
about their score in our Congressional Voting
Record.

• Be sure that you are registered to vote and that
your voter information is current, and encourage
other women to register to vote and get involved.

Together, we can ensure womenÕs voices and issues
are heard on Election Day.

Playing Now
Paula Campbell

Rock and Roll. This new Tom Stoppard play, a bril-
liant production at ACT, is a must see. The play is
Tom Stoppard at the height of his form Ð witty,
moving, intellectual, and challenging Ð possibly his
best work to date (with four Tony nominations.) The
play covers Czech history from the 60Õs through the
90Õs, from political oppression through the Velvet
Revolution, all accompanied by the rock and roll
music, which was such an integral part of the
revolution. Set in Cambridge and Prague we
experience whatÕs happening in England through the
life of a Marxist Cambridge professor and his family,
and in Prague through the professorÕs protŽgŽ (or is
he not that at all, but a possible enemy/rival) and his
friends, as they work toward their goals. The cast is
unfailingly excellent, and Carey PerloffÕs brilliant

direction makes every nuance clear, extracts every
possible level of meaning from StoppardÕs
characteristically multi leveled dialogue. The set, the
lighting, the costumes are all in perfect sync with the
thoughts, actions, feelings of the beautifully drawn
characters in this gripping drama.
Rock and Roll, ACT, 415 Geary, San Francisco, to Oct. 18,
Tues-Sat 8pm, Sat 2pm, Sun 1pm. 415.749.2228

A Bronx Tale. This marvelous one man show is
performed by its author, Chazz Palminteri. A last
minute substitution when a scheduled show fell
through, the Best of Broadway series offered
subscribers the possibility of a refund if they chose
not to attend. How glad I am I turned that offer down.
A Bronx Tale is wonderful! ItÕs the story of boy
growing up in the Bronx, from childhood to late
adolescence, in a neighborhood ruled by the mob.
The boy, much to the concern of his loving father, is
taken under the wing of the local mob leader. Both
men profoundly influence the boyÕs life, and as he
realizes years later, both loved him deeply and taught
him valuable life lessons. One person shows are
HARD to pull off Ð many actors rely on fast costume
changes, elaborate use of props, many changes of
scenery, etc. Palminteri uses none of these Ð his only
prop is a chair he brings on from the wings, and early
in the show he removes his jacket. And thatÕs it Ð he
creates a world of various people and events using
only his voice, his body, his extraordinary written
words Ð and that world is absolutely real. The show
made me laugh, cry, hold my breath in suspense. And
something I almost never do Ð I rose to my feet and
cheered at the curtain call. New York mob stories
may not be everyoneÕs cup of tea, but this show is
much, much more than that. If nothing else, itÕs
worth seeing just to watch Palminteri at work Ð he is
a master!
A Bronx Tale, Golden Gate Theatre, corner Golden Gate
and Taylor,San Francisco, to Oct. 19, Tues-- Sat 8pm, Wed,
Sat, Sun 2pm. 415-512-7770, or www.shnsf.com or
www.ticketmaster.com

Introducing the New State EF/LAF
Director

As your new EF/LAF Director my committee and I
are committed to bringing you timely articles about
EF for your monthly Newsletter. The EF Committee
goals for 2008-2009 are the following.
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1. Increase awareness of EF at the Branch and
community level.

2. Raise awareness of EF Research and publications
that could be used at the Branch level.

3. Increase donations to EF by at least 5% from last
year.

4. Committee members will be available to branches
to answer questions about EF and help with
programming ideas. See list of committee members
near you in the PresidentÕs Packet or in the 2008-
2009 State Directory.

5. Provide speakers upon request through EF
Scheduler.

The EF Committee is here to help. We look forward
to working with you to advance the goals of the
Educational Foundation. I would like to personally
thank you for your generous donations and continued
support. California was again the top contributor
nationally with $462,566.10. Way to go, California!

Rozanne Child
EF/LAF Director
State of California
legaladvocacyfund@aauw-ca.org

Where the Girls Are: The Facts About
Gender Equity in Education

Christianne Corbett
Catherine Hill, PhD
Andresse St. Rose

Where the Girls Are: The Facts About Gender Equity
in Education presents a comprehensive look at girlsÕ
educational achievement during the past 35 years,
paying special attention to the relationship between
girlsÕ and boysÕ progress. Analyses of results from
national standardized tests such as the National
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) and the
SAT and ACT college entrance examinations, as well
as other measures of educational achievement,
provide an overall picture of trends in gender equity
from elementary school to college and beyond.
Differences among girls and among boys by
race/ethnicity and family income level are evaluated.
Together these analyses support three overarching
facts about gender equity in schools today: 
1. GirlsÕ successes donÕt come at boysÕ expense.
2. On average, girlsÕ and boysÕ educational

performance has improved.

3. Understanding disparities by race/ethnicity and
family income level is critical to understanding
girlsÕ and boysÕ achievement.

For more information about this topic go to
www.aauw.org and click on Research then go to the
Executive Summary.

Educational Foundation Luncheon
Well, itÕs that time of year again to gear up your
branch meetings and your EF donation season! To
stimulate the EF donations, the AAUW California
Educational Foundation Committee offers the 2 EF
Fellows Luncheons.

The Northern Luncheon will be Sunday, October
26th. 2008 (new date) at a new location, the lovely
Crow Canyon Country Club in Danville, just off the
680 freeway. Paid reservations are due to the AAUW
Sacramento office by October 13th. Cost is $30
including entrŽe, beverage, dessert and a delightful
program featuring several of the 2008-09 Fellowship
& Grant winners. There is free parking.

For the 2008-09 year, 27 Fellowship & Grant
recipients have been identified with ties to California.
Many states have no Fellowship or Grant winners
residing in their states but we in California have been
blessed for many years.

Please join us for a delightful day honoring these
wonderful and exceptional women. More infor-
mation, meal choices, and reservation forms are
available at the AAUW CA website at www.aauw-
ca.org/assets/resources/EF_Fellows_Lunch_2008.pdf

Rozanne Child
EF/LAF Director

Changes to Educational Foundation &
Legal Advocacy Fund

AAUW is on the brink of a profound and yet simple
and logical move. By the end of June 2009, our
Educational Foundation will have consolidated
with the Association, under the name AAUW, to
become a unified 501(c) (3) charitable organization.
We will retain a small (c) (4) operation that
encompasses our lobbying work. Because most of
our work on Capitol Hill and in the state legislatures
is the advocacy of our members, it is not implicated
by the (c) (4) lobbying regulations and will continue
to be part of the (c) (3) charitable activities of our
organization. Your donations will go directly to
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AAUW as tax-deductible charitable contributions.
Thus your membership dues will no longer be treated
as (c) (4) contributions but will be considered
membership donations.
The core messages shared by AAUW are our vision,
our mission, and our new value promise.
• Vision Ð AAUW will be a powerful advocate and

visible leader in equity and education through
research, philanthropy, and measurable change in
critical areas impacting the lives of women and
girls.

• Mission Ð AAUW advances equity for women and
girls through advocacy, education, and research.

• Value Promise Ð By joining AAUW, we belong to
a community that breaks through educational and
economic barriers so that all women have a fair
chance.

During its first 26 years the AAUW Legal Advocacy
Fund offered plaintiff support to people fighting sex
discrimination in higher education through financial
assistance and outreach for their cases. LAF is
shifting away from direct support of plaintiffs, as we
know it. Instead LAF plans to focus its direct case
support strategically, seeking cases that have a
potential for all women, not just in academia, which
aligns more closely with the Value Promise. LAF
will continue direct case funding support for current
plaintiffs under the existing procedures through
December 31, 2008, but will not post new plaintiff
applications and will not receive any new applicants.
If you designate a California plaintiff or any other
plaintiff by December 31, 2008 that money will go to
that plaintiff. Monies donated to the Gloria Weston
Campus Outreach will continue to go there. Your
continued help and financial support for LAF is
crucial. Change can be challenging, but I know
California is up to the challenge and will continue to
support LAF through this transition.
AAUW Executive Director Linda Hallman met on
July 22, 2008 with key leaders of womenÕs and civil
rights organizations to discuss our plans to support
strategic litigations in the wider workplace and to
gain their collaboration in those efforts. The
organizations included in this discussion have
lawyers on staff litigating cases related to LAF
priorities: People for the American Way, the
National Women’s Law Center, the National
Partnership for Women and Families, the Mexican

American Legal Defense and Education Fund,
Equal Rights Advocates, the Lambda Legal
Defense and Education Fund, the Women’s Law
Project, the Women’s Rights Project of the
American Civil Liberties Union, and Northwest
Women’s Law Center. During her concluding
remarks, Hallman talked about how she believes
organizations need to be Òfluid, flexible, and
responsive,Ó and how that is the approach AAUW is
taking with LAF. Attendees were invited to continue
to brainstorm how LAF could partner with them on
strategic litigation and to send suggestions via e-mail
or by phone in the coming weeks.
LAFÕs new focus on strategic litigation and working
in collaboration with civil and womenÕs rights
organizations has strong potential for establishing
precedent of making significant contributions to
advancing equity or reducing discriminatory
workplace practices for all women and girls.
Rozanne Child EF/LAF Director

Subject: A History Lesson
September 25th, 2004 8:56:22 pm PDT

Mary Summerville
emsumm@planeteria.net

The following was included in the September
newsletter of the Healdsburg chapter of the American
Association of University Women (AAUW).  It
recounts the graphic description of events from the
HBO movie ÒIron Jawed Angels.Ó
The women were innocent and defenseless. And by
the end of the night, were barely alive.  Forty prison
guards wielding clubs and their wardenÕs blessing
went on a rampage against the 33 women wrongly
convicted of Òobstructing sidewalk traffic.
They beat Lucy Burn, chained her hands to the cell
bars above her head and left her hanging for the
night, bleeding and gasping for air. They hurled Dora
Lewis into a dark cell, smashed her head against an
iron bed and knocked her out cold. Her cellmate,
Alice Cosu, thought Lewis was dead and suffered a
heart attack. Additional affidavits describe the guards
grabbing, dragging, beating, choking, slamming,
pinching, twisting and kicking the women.
Thus unfolded the ÒNight of TerrorÓ on November
15th, 1917, when the warden at the Occoquan
Workhouse in Virginia ordered his guards to teach a
lesson to the suffragists imprisoned there because
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they dared to picket Woodrow WilsonÕs White House
for the right to vote.
For weeks, the womenÕs only water came from an
open pail. Their food Ð all of it colorless slop Ð was
infested with worms. When one of the leaders, Alice
Paul, embarked on a hunger strike, they tied her to a
chair, forced a tube down her throat and poured
liquid into her until she vomited. She was tortured
like this for weeks until word was smuggled out to
the press.
Woodrow Wilson and his cronies tried to persuade a
psychiatrist to declare Alice insane so that she could
be permanently institutionalized. The doctor refused.

Alice Paul was strong, he said, and brave. That didnÕt
make her crazy. He admonished the men, ÒCourage
in women is often mistaken for insanity.Ó
In the last election, 22,000 single women, who were
eligible, did not vote. Some women will not vote this
year. What would those women of 1917 think about
the way we use, or do not use, the right to vote?
Today is the 88th anniversary of the passage of the of
the 19th Amendment to the Constitution which gave
women the right to vote. Send this to a single (or
married) woman you know as a reminder. It could
make a BIG difference this year.

October 2008

Board Meeting
Tuesday, October 14th, 6:30 pm potluck dinner,
7:00 meeting starts, at Marilyn LealÕs, 4325 19th St.
All members are invited to attend.

Afternoon with Books
Friday, October 17th, 1:30 pm, at Jane WilliamÕs,
4022 21st St. We are reading Loving Frank by
Nancy Horan. The book is available in the SF Public
Library. Please join us. RSVP Jane at 826-1158.

International Book Group
Monday, October 20th, 7 pm, at Nancy ShapiroÕs,
1683 42nd Ave. We are reading The Places in
Between by Rory Stewart. There will be a video
presentation of the authorÕs travels. RSVP 731-2654.

Mystery/Adventure
Thursday, October 23rd, 7:30 pm, at Andrea
LaudateÕs, 243 Missouri St. The book is Jake Wakes

Up by Seth Harwood. The author will be there to
answer questions. RSVP Andrea at 864-6789.

Travel Club
Sunday, October 26th, we are going to visit the
Winchester Mystery House to celebrate Halloween.
The tour is $25 for adults, $23 for seniors. We could
pick a time like 1 pm for a tour. If the consensus is
the tour is too expensive, weÕll have a planning
meeting at our house instead. RSVP Elaine & Steve
415 826-3172

Public Policy
Monday, October 27th, 6:45 pm, at Sheila BostÕs
home, 19 Wawona St. Come participate in a
discussion of the issues on the November ballot. Sean
Elsbernd, District 7 Supervisor who is running for re-
election, will come to speak to us at 7:00 pm. He will
help clarify a few of the local propositions on a ballot
that includes 11 local and 22 state propositions.
RSVP 415 664-4985 or wawonast@earthlink.net.

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 6:30 pm
Board
Meeting

15 16 17 1:30 pm
Afternoon
with Books

18

19 20 7 pm
International
Book Group

27 22 23 7:30 pm
Mystery/
Adventure

24 25

26 Travel
Club

27 6:45 pm
Public Policy

28 29 30 31 Happy
Halloween


