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PresidentÕs Message
Welcome all to an exciting new year. Andrea &
Kelly are looking to bring vitality to our branch this
year. We’ve been at work already with a retreat this
past weekend for those who are new to the Board.
We thank Kathleen Cha for sharing history and
giving us a state and national perspective. Andrea and
Phylis have agreed to establish and maintain a
communications link between the branches of our
IBC (Inter-branch Council) and the state board. We
will be bloging and pod-casting in the near future.
There will be many opportunities for you to
participate and share your experience.
Health & Happiness,
Andrea & Kelly

Board Meeting
Tuesday, July 15th, 6:30 pm potluck dinner, 7:00
meeting starts. At Andrea’s, 243 Missouri St. All
members are invited to attend.

International Book Group
Monday, July 21st, 7 pm, at Jane Hansen’s, 1310
Fulton St., #202. We will discuss The Reluctant
Fundamentalist by Mohsin Hamid. Carpooling is
advised, as parking can be difficult. Her home is on
public transit lines too. RSVP 885-6985 or
JGHansen2000@yahoo.com .

Mystery/Adventure
Thursday, July 24th, 7:30 pm, at Mary Suter’s, 1770
18th Ave. We are reading Field of Darkness by
Cornelia Read. Marilyn Leal will review. RSVP
Mary at 665-1185.

International Cuisine
Friday, July 25th, 12:30 pm, place to be
determined. If interested, contact Marilyn Leal 626-
4110. Suggestions for restaurants with an
international flair are requested

Afternoon with Books
Skipping to next month, Friday, August15, 1:30 pm,
at Marilyn Leal’s, 4325 19th St. We are not meeting
in July due to many members being on vacation
this month.

 We are continuing to read The Worst Hard Time:
the Untold Story of Those Who Survived the
Great American Dust Bowl by Timothy Egan. The
book is available in the SF Public Library &
paperback. Please join us. RSVP Joanne at 665-7329.

Travel Club
There will not be a trip in July since most of the
group members are on vacation this month. Sunday
August 26th will find us traveling to either Mare
Island or Benicia. Please watch next month’s
AVANTI for the details.

Online AAUW Branch
For anyone interested, there is an online AAUW
Branch at www.AAUWCaOnline.org. Their dues are
$10 if you’re already a member elsewhere.

Tell ten friends to tell ten!
The Breast Cancer site is having trouble getting
enough people to click on their site daily to meet
their quota of donating at least one free mammogram
a day to an underprivileged woman. It takes less than
a minute to go to their site and click on “donating a
mammogram” for free (pink window in the middle).
This doesn’t cost you a thing. Their corporate
sponsors /advertisers use the number of daily visits to
donate mammograms in exchange for advertising.
Here’s the web site! Pass it along to people you
know. www.theBreastCancerSite.com

Welcome to New Board Members!
Phylis Johnson-Silk and Barbara Woods

 ÒLearning is not attained by chance.
It must be sought for with ardor and attended to with diligence.Ó

Abigail Adams
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Birthdays
Elaine Butler July 19th

Phyllis Johnson-Silk July 20th

Christine Wildsoet July 26th

Ruth W. Mueller July 30th

Birthday Not Announced?
Remember, we only record the month
and day of your birth. If your birthday
is not there and you’d like to have it
included (or corrected), contact the
Membership Co-VPs.

Any 50-Year Members?
Has anyone been an AAUW member
for 50 years? Contact one of the
Membership Co-VPs to have AAUW
national and state give you an honor-
ary life membership.

New Members
Marie Bartee
Phylis Johnson-Silk
Elizabeth Lewis
Marti Liftin
Melinda Nelson
Linda Rudolph
Mary Worth
Jill Wynns
Contact the Membership Chair to get
in touch with the new members.

Membership Updates
If you change your address, kindly
notify the Membership Chair.

Avanti  Articles
Please remember to submit Avanti
articles by the 20th.

Quick LAF clicks
Sexual Assault on Campus:
www.aauw.org/laf/library/assault.cfm
Chief Justice John RobertsÕ effect
on Title IX ? www.aauw.org/
newsroom/news/05LADailyNews
_RobertsOPED.cfm

AAUW Web Pages
News Page & Media Alerts: (use
links on page to subscribe)
www.aauw.org/About/
newsroom/news/index.cfm
Actions to take: www.aauw.org/
issue_advocacy/actionpages/index.cfm
Mission in Action: www.aauw.org/
publications/mission/index.cfm
Two Minute Activities:
http://capwiz.com/aauw/home.

Voting Record for the 110th Con-
gress, First Session (2007):
www.aauw.org/advocacy/issue_advoc
acy/voter_ed/upload/votingRecord110
.pdf.

Tech Trek at the
Exploratorium

Deirdre Araujo – a former President of
AAUW-SF –opened the doors of the
Exploratorium to our alternates on
June 25th. Only five were able to
attend as the Unified School District
Summer Semester began that week
and most of our girls attend these
classes. A wonderful time was had by
all of us even Andrea, Michelle and
Elaine. Deirdre was a wonderful
hostess and provided the girls with
many special opportunities. She taught
tem to us a hammer to pound nails
properly and sent them home with a
science project and their hammers.
They also got a behind the scenes look
at the labs and other restricted areas.
Much karma for all the girls, Deirdre
offered to do this for our finalists
again next Spring.
Thank you, Deirdre!!

2008-
AAUW-

Co-Presidents
Kelly Joseph

Kelly.Wysinger@sbcglobal.net
415) 821-1737

Andrea Laudate
mamalaudate@yahoo.com

415) 864-6789

EF VP
Phylis Johnson-Silk

 theJSilks@SBCGlobal.net
415) 566-2524

Legal Advocacy VP
Barbara Woods

 WoodBB@aol.com
415) 681-9663

Co-Membership
Nancy Shapiro

Nancy.Shapiro@med.va.gov
415) 731-2654
Mary Suter

marSuter@yahoo.com
415) 665-1185

Program Co-VPs
Marian Casey

Marian1128@hotmail.com
415) 409-1144
Marilyn  Leal

 mleal@mac.com
415) 626-4110

Joanne Mandel
JMandel6@yahoo.com

415) 665-7329

Secretary
Dawn Wilkes

crmaverick@hotmail.com
650) 735-5184

Treasurer
Cathy Corcoran

CFCorcoran@hotmail.com

415) 401-0554
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2009
SF Board

Avanti Editor
Stephen Butler

415) 826-3172
Steve.Butler.sf@SBCGlobal.net

Public Policy Co-Chairs
Sheila Bost

wawonast@earthlink.net
415) 664-4985

Michelle Mammini
MMammini@PacBell.net

415) 346-9114
Renee Golanty-Koel

RenGol@csus.edu
415) 661-6276

Silver Jubilee Fund Chair
Barbara Spencer

BCSpencer@comcast.net
415) 221-5743

Tech Trek
Elaine Butler

Calif. AAUW Membership
Committee

Elaine.Butler.sf@
SBCGlobal.net
415) 826-3172

Web Mistress
Marilyn Z. Smith

SmithMZ@hotmail.com
415) 543-5307

Get the Avanti Faster
If you’d like to receive the
Avanti via email or the
web, please tell one of the
Membership VPs, so that a
printed copy will not be
sent to you. If you prefer,
we can continue to print
and mail you the Avanti.

Tech Trek
The girls had a wonderful
day for an ice cream social
send-off party. It was the
only nice day in over a
week. Everyone was able
to be outside in Barbara
Spencer’s back yard. Nine

girls and their families were able to
attend. Excitement was everywhere.
Several committee members were
present to help I’d like the following
for making this event successful:
Barbara Spencer for her home and
refreshments.
Michelle Mammini  for reminding
everyone of the party.
Andrea Laudate for ice cream
toppings and chocolate/cream cheese
cupcakes.
 Pat Camarena – the goodie bag lady
each bag included a disposable
camera, a tech trek bear, a journal and
pen, 2 SF Zoo Tickets and in some
cases a phone card.
Support for Families of Children
with Disabilities donated space for
interviews and water bottles.
Stephen Butler  for making each girl a
beautiful certificate.
Marian Casey for helping organize
the parents so they could complete the
transportation forms.
Marilyn Smith for representing the
Branch and her husband for traffic
control.
Pat Spencer and Connie Armitage
engaged the girls in conversation and
also helped when needed.
The first five girls leave for camp on
July 13th and the second six replace
them on July 20th.
If I’ve forgotten to thank anyone, I am
sorry but you are all appreciated.
Elaine Butler, Tech Trek Coordinator

Visit Tech Trek!
We can visit the Stanford Camp this
year. We are allotted 6 spots to visit
the camp on Thursday, July 24th from
8 am until noon. Call me if you’d like
to go and I will give you the details.
Elaine 826-3172.

Madam Makes Good
Pat Camarena

A Jones Street condominium stands
today on lower Nob Hill where
Mabel’s elegant bordello once wel-
comed many famous and less famous
San Franciscans in the 30s and 40s.
Retiring from that risky business after
WWII and many police raids, Mabel
went on to become a successful Sau-
salito restaurateur. After six attempts
she was finally elected to the Sausalito
City Council and became vice-
president of the Chamber of Com-
merce. In 1976, she was re-elected
with the most votes thus becoming
Mayor at the tender age of 72.
As a young girl of about 21 during the
flapper era, she had come from
Oregon and began a notorious and
colorful career during a time of flux in
San Francisco history. Many delegates
to the initial United Nations meetings
following the war were said to have
been customers visiting her elegant
“house”. By some local history buffs,
Mabel’s contributions have been
overstated and not worthy of note,
however others including Herb Caen
regarded Mabel Busby as a colorful
character significant in our local
history. It is said that Mabel changed
her name to Sally Stanford after
reading of the success of a local well-
known football team. Both a TV
movie and an autobiography
memorialized Sally in the 60s and 70s.
For more information on Sally
Stanford see this  websi te:
www.thetigerisdead.com.

Playing Now
Paula Campbell

ÔTis Pity SheÕs a Whore, the
Jacobean tragedy by John Ford now
playing at ACT is definitely worth a
visit.



AVANTI www.aauwsf.org July 2008

4

 ÔTis Pity is seldom produced, so this may well be
the only opportunity we’ll ever have to see it. The
play is about betrayal on personal and societal and
ecclesiastic levels. The plot is simple, Giovanni and
Annabella, a brother and sister, fall passionately in
love, and act on their desires. Annabella becomes
pregnant. This has disastrous effects on the
individuals involved, and on most of the people
around them. Various subplots involve the supporting
characters in twisted relationships which reflect the
corruption of the time. Needless to say, things do not
end well. Few characters are left standing when the
curtain falls, and those who remain are almost
literally covered in the blood of the fallen.
The amazing set by Walt Spangler is enhanced by
Robert Wierzel’s dramatic lighting design, and the
costumes are lavish and gorgeous.
High above the stage, on a platform which moves
toward/recedes from the audience is Bonfire Madigan
Shive, a cellist and singer who plays and voices the
haunting new music she’s composed for the play.
The cast is excellent, with a few glaring exceptions.
René Augesen, a member of the ACT core acting
company, is sadly miscast at Annabella. Giovanni
and Annabella are often compared to Romeo and
Juliet – teenagers in a doomed love affair. One can
only imagine what prompted Carey Perloff, the
director, to cast an actress who’s clearly nearing her
40’s, as Annabella. Augesen does what she can, and
is a skilled performer, but no one her age can be
convincing as a teenager. (Even Sarah Bernhardt
eventually gave up playing Juliet.) Michael Hayden’s
Giovanni suffers as a result. A mature man, he is
totally unconvincing as Annabella’s young lover.
There’s a limit to how far willing disbelief stretches.
Nonetheless, the play is compelling and shouldn’t be
missed (unless the sight of blood makes you
nauseated.).
ÔTis Pity SheÕs a Whore, through July 6. ACT, 415 Geary St.
Box Office 749-2228 Wednesday Ð Saturday 8pm, and Wed,
Sat, and Sun at 2pm.

Travel Club Plans
¥ August – Benicia–Camel Barns & other historical

landmarks
¥ September – Angel Island
¥ October – Winchester Mystery House–Halloween

Fun
We hope this will encourage more of you to join us!

Elaine Butler & Pat Camarena
We Will Celebrate our 125th Anniversary

Next Year!
Our branch is the second oldest in the nation and the
oldest in California. Let’s make next year’s
celebration an event to remember. Date is TBA but
possibly a weekend in March 2009 to coincide with
Women’s History Month. If you have ideas for the
event(s) or would like to participate in planning or
organization and have skills to contribute we’d love
to hear from you. Please email Andrea or Kelly, our
Co-Presidents.
Annual WomenÕs Equality Day Parade &

Rally
Saturday, August 23rd, Sacramento, CA., The
California Suffrage Parade Coalition is inviting all
women, girls and their supporters to the Third Annual
statewide celebration with “A Special Tribute to the
League of Women Voters” Commemorating the 72-
year political campaign, which resulted in women
winning the right to vote.
The parade starts at 10 am at Sacramento’s Southside
Park, 5th and T. Street. The parade’s destination is the
North steps of the California State Capitol for an 11
am rally with exciting guest speakers, esteemed
women officials, info booths and music.
Performers scheduled to entertain are award winning
singer and songwriter Hali Hammer, young singing-
sensation Reyna Basila, and the Sound Solution
Quartet of the Sweet Adeline Choir.
The non-partisan parade and rally was organized to
celebrate the landmark victory of the past and pledge
determination to encourage women today to register
as voters and to make women voices count in all
elections and bring to focus continued challenges of
paycheck and other inequalities.
For parade registration and information.
www.womenequalityparade.com, or call (916) 435-
9760 or (949) 230-1169.
Contacts:

Sacramento Area Diana Madoshi (916) 435-9760
Bay Area Carol Norberg (510) 251-0559
Southern California Kim Salter (949) 230-1169.
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Members on ÒBest of the BayÓ
Marion Casey, Phylis Johnson-Silk and Andrea
Laudate went to Princeton Seafood July 2nd with the
intention of being on KRON 4 “Best of the Bay”
show. We set out AAUW mission based
programming brochures and chatted about Marion
taking over membership and Phylis helping her out
with the excel sheets. We ate, talked and since it was

close to Phylis's birthday (July 20th) had a piece of
carrot cake sent over which promptly got the film
crews attention and a lot of the wait staff joined in.
"Best of the Bay" airs Sunday 3:30 not this week but
the producer said in two or three weeks it would air.
The owner has a daughter that received a scholarship
from one of our IBC members-

July 2008

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 Happy 4th! 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 Board
Meeting

16 17 18 19

20 21 7 pm
International
Book Group

22 23 24 7:30 pm
Mystery/
Adventure

25 12:30 pm
International
Cuisine

26

27 28 29 30 31

Board Meeting
Tuesday, July 15th, 6:30 pm potluck dinner, 7:00
meeting starts. At Andrea’s, 243 Missouri St. All
members are invited to attend.

International Book Group
Monday, July 21st, 7 pm, at Jane Hansen’s, 1310
Fulton St., #202. We will discuss The Reluctant
Fundamentalist by Mohsin Hamid. Carpooling is
advised, as parking can be difficult. Her home is on
public transit lines too. RSVP 885-6985 or
JGHansen2000@yahoo.com .

Mystery/Adventure
Thursday, July 24th, 7:30 pm, at Mary Suter’s, 1770
18th Ave. We are reading Field of Darkness by
Cornelia Read. Marilyn Leal will review. RSVP
Mary at 665-1185.

International Cuisine
Friday, July 25th, 12:30 pm, place to be
determined. If interested, contact Marilyn Leal 626-
4110. Suggestions for restaurants with an
international flair are requested
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Avanti Editor
AAUW
San Francisco Branch
P.O. Box 31405
San Francisco, CA 94131-0405
Address Correction Requested
AAUW is California’s most active and diverse
organization for women offering action for equity,
personal and professional growth, community
leadership and friendship.

In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks
a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to
full participation in this organization on the basis
of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation,
national origin, or disability.

American Association of
University Women

The year was 1919. Europe had been
ravaged by World War I and radium
was far too expensive for a scientist of
modest means to afford for experi-
ments. Even one as famous as Madame
Marie Curie. As a result, her ground-
breaking research had reached a virtual
standstill. Then the AAUW came to the
rescue. Members from Maine to Cali-
fornia helped raise an astonishing
$156,413, enabling Madame Curie to
purchase one gram of radium and con-
tinue her experiments that helped her
create the field of nuclear chemistry
and forever change the course of
science. Madame Curie received the
Nobel Prize for her work, but was not
admitted to the French Academie des
Sciences until she won an incredible
second Nobel Prize...all because she
was a woman. More than 75 years later,
there are still only three women
members.

Educational Foundation
In 1873, a prominent Boston physician,
Dr. E.H. Clarke, wrote a book arguing
that too much study would give women
brain fever and render their children
sickly, if they were to have them at all.

The Association of Collegiate Alumnae
(AAUW’s chief predecessor) fought
this contention in 1885 and won, by
gathering data from its members to
show that they had suffered no ill health
from their college and postgraduate
education. In 1888, the Western Asso-
ciation of Collegiate Alumnae (founded
here in San Francisco) made educa-
tional history by establishing the first
graduate fellowship for women (given
to Vassar graduate Ida Street).

California is still the largest contributor,
enabling the Educational Foundation to
award nearly $3 million in grants to
women at the dissertation or doctoral
level, and to those pursuing career-
related or community-based projects.

Legal Advocacy Fund
Founded in 1981, the Legal Advocacy
Fund (LAF) works to achieve equity for
women in higher education by recog-
nizing innovative efforts to improve the
climate for women on campus; by
offering assistance to women faculty,
staff, and students who have grievances
against colleges and universities; and
by supporting sex discrimination law-
suits.

The LAF Board only approves support
of cases which are currently involved in
litigation, and that have the potential to
set legal precedent.

The Legal Advocacy Fund’s annual
Progress in Equity Award recognizes
innovative and replicable college and
university programs.


