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PresidentÕs Message
Marilyn Z. Smith

My term as SF AAUW branch president will finish in
June, and I want to thank all of you for two terrific
years of our branch! We have lots to be proud of Ð
the girls we send to Tech Trek (a math/science camp
at Stanford), the Silver Jubilee Scholarships, our
participation at all levels with other AAUW groups.
Have you read the recently released AAUW report Ð
Where the Girls Are: The Facts About Gender
Equity in Education? You can read it online at
www.aauw.org/research/whereGirlsAre.cfm. The
report presents a comprehensive look at girlsÕ
educational achievement during the past 35 years.

I hope to see you at the Installation Brunch on June
22nd, and have a good summer!

International Book Group
Monday, June 16th, 7 pm, at Janice GonsalvesÕ, 41
Teresita Blvd. We will discuss The Infidel  by Ayaan
Hirsi Ali. This is an amazing autobiography! RSVP
759-9760 or janicemarie@pacbell.net .

Afternoon with Books
Friday, June 20th, 1:30 pm, at Joanne MandelÕs, 15
Marne Ave. We are reading The Worst Hard Time:
the Untold Story of Those Who Survived the
Great American Dust Bowl by Timothy Egan. The
book is available in the SF Public Library &
paperback. Please join us. RSVP Joanne at 665-7329.

Installation Brunch
Sunday, June 22nd, 11 am, at Delancey Street
Restaurant, Embarcadero at Brannan. All members
are invited to attend.

Mystery/Adventure
Thursday, June 26th, 7:30 pm, at Susan Peliks,
109/11 Sutro Heights. We are reading Exile by
Richard North Patterson. Angie Durso will review.
RSVP Susan at 668-2961.

International Cuisine
Friday, June 27th, 12:30 pm, to be determined. If
interested, contact Marilyn Leal 626-4110. Sug-
gestions for restaurants with an international flair are
requested

Travel Club
Saturday, June 28th, 10 am, at ElaineÕs, 124 Amber
Drive. We are going to the Audubon Ranch &
Reserve. Wear comfortable walking shoes. New
members are encouraged to attend, and we do
carpool. RSVP Elaine 826-3172.

Online AAUW Branch
For anyone interested, there is an online AAUW
Branch at www.AAUWCaOnline.org. Their dues are
$10 if youÕre already a member elsewhere.

Tell ten friends to tell ten!
The Breast Cancer site is having trouble getting
enough people to click on their site daily to meet
their quota of donating at least one free mammogram
a day to an underprivileged woman. It takes less than
a minute to go to their site and click on Òdonating a
mammogramÓ for free (pink window in the middle).
This doesnÕt cost you a thing. Their corporate
sponsors /advertisers use the number of daily visits to
donate mammograms in exchange for advertising.
HereÕs the web site! Pass it along to people you
know. www.theBreastCancerSite.com

 “We have become not a melting pot but a beautiful mosaic.
Different people, different beliefs, different yearnings,

different hopes, different dreams.”
Jimmy Carter



AVANTI www.aauwsf.org June 2008

2

Birthdays
Mary W Graves June 10th

Mary Suter June 21st

Lois Tow June 26th

Birthday Not Announced?
Remember, we only record the month
and day of your birth. If your birthday
is not there and youÕd like to have it
included (or corrected), contact the
Membership Co-VPs.

Any 50-Year Members?
Has anyone been an AAUW member
for 50 years? Contact one of the
Membership Co-VPs to have AAUW
national and state give you an honor-
ary life membership.

New Members
Melinda Nelson

Linda Rudolph

Contact the Membership Chair to get
in touch with the new members.

Membership Updates
If you change your address, kindly
notify the Membership Chair.

Avanti  Articles
Please remember to submit Avanti
articles by the 20th.

Quick LAF clicks
Sexual Assault on Campus:
www.aauw.org/laf/library/assault.cfm
Chief Justice John RobertsÕ effect
on Title IX ? www.aauw.org/
newsroom/news/05LADailyNews
_RobertsOPED.cfm

AAUW Web Pages
News Page & Media Alerts: (use
links on page to subscribe)
www.aauw.org/About/
newsroom/news/index.cfm
Actions to take: www.aauw.org/
issue_advocacy/actionpages/index.cfm
Mission in Action: www.aauw.org/
publications/mission/index.cfm
Two Minute Activities:
http://capwiz.com/aauw/home.

Voting Record for the 110th Con-
gress, First Session (2007):
www.aauw.org/advocacy/issue_advoc
acy/voter_ed/upload/votingRecord110
.pdf.

Slate of Officers for 2008-9
Co-President: Kelly Joseph
Co-President: Andrea Laudate
Secretary: Dawn Wilkes
Treasurer: Cathy Corcoran
Co-Membership: Nancy Shapiro
Co-Membership: Mary Suter
EF: Phylis Silk
LAF: Barbara Woods
Co-Programs: Marian Casey
Co-Programs: Joanne Mandel
Co-Programs: Marilyn Leal
Tech Trek: Elaine Butler
Co-Tech Trek: (open)
Co-Sister to Sister:Renee Golanty-

Kohl
Co-Sister to Sister: Nadia Dimitrijevic
Co-Public Policy: Sheila Bost
Co-Public Policy:Michelle Mammini
Co-Public Policy:Renee Golanty-

Kohl
Webmaster: Marilyn Z. Smith
Silver Jubilee: Connie Armitage
Avanti: Steve Butler
Web Manager Marilyn Smith

2007-
AAUW-

Co-Presidents
Kelly Joseph

Kelly.Wysinger@sbcglobal.net
415) 821-1737.

Marilyn Z. Smith
SmithMZ@hotmail.com

415) 543-5307

EF VP
Marilyn Leal

MLeal@mac.com
415) 626-4110

Legal Advocacy VP
Barbara Spencer

BCSpencer@comcast.net
415) 221-6690

Membership
Nancy Shapiro

Nancy.Shapiro@med.va.gov
415) 731-2654

Program Co-VPs
Marian Casey

Marian1128@hotmail.com
415) 409-1144

Jane Hansen
JGHansen@SBCGlobal.net

415) 885-6985

Joanne Mandel
JMandel6@yahoo.com

415) 665-7329

Secretary
Dawn Wilkes

crmaverick@hotmail.com
650) 735-5184

Treasurer
Cathy Corcoran

CFCorcoran@hotmail.com
415) 401-0554

Membership Treasurer
Mary Suter

marSuter@yahoo.com
415) 665-1185
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2008
SF Board

Avanti Editor
Stephen Butler

415) 826-3172
Steve.Butler.sf@SBCGlobal.net

Public Policy Co-Chairs
Sheila Bost

wawonast@earthlink.net
415) 664-4985

Michelle Mammini
MMammini@PacBell.net

415) 346-9114

Renee Golanty-Koel
RenGol@csus.edu

415) 661-6276

Silver Jubilee Fund Chair
Connie Armitage

Connie_armitage@yahoo.com
415) 681-2110

Tech Trek
Elaine Butler

Calif. AAUW Membership
Committee

Elaine.Butler.sf@
SBCGlobal.net
415) 826-3172

Web Mistress
open

Get the Avanti Faster
If youÕd like to receive the
Avanti via email or the
web, please tell one of the
Membership VPs, so that a
printed copy will not be
sent to you. If you prefer,
we can continue to print
and mail you the Avanti.

Tech Trek

We had so many wonderful candidates
for Tech Trek. We decided to do
something for the girls not chosen.
The Exploratorium  was the perfect
answer. Housed within the walls of
San Francisco's landmark Palace of
Fine Arts , the Exploratorium  is a
collage of hundreds of interactive
exhibits in the areas of science, art,
and human perception. The Explor-
atorium stands in the vanguard of the
movement of the Òmuseum as educa-
tional center.Ó It provides access to,
and information about, science, nature,
art, and technology.

Noted physicist and educator Dr.
Frank Oppenheimer founded this
unique museum in 1969. He devoted
his efforts to it Ð and was its director Ð
until his death in 1985. From 1991
until 2005, renowned French scientist
and educator Dr. GoŽry Delac™te led
the museum. In May 2006, nationally
known science education and policy
expert Dr. Dennis M. Bartels was
named Executive Director

Deirdre Araujo Ð a former President of
AAUW-SF Ð has opened the doors of
this wonderful museum to the 22 girls
that were not picked to go to Tech
Trek.

Wednesday, June 25th, 10-1pm, the
girls will be volunteers for a day
Deirdre will teach them how to lead
several activities with kid visitors
Each one will have a turn at the tables,
while still having time for a little
exploring of the museum

Much karma for all the girls,
Andrea Laudate, Co-President Elect

Tech Trek Send-Off Party
Here is a chance to meet the 11 girls
chosen to attend either the Marie
Curie Week or the Grace Hopper
week at Stanford this year. The date is
Saturday, June 14th, 2pm at Barbara

SpencerÕs home, 736 3rd Ave. You
will enjoy an old fashioned ice cream
social. We just ask that you RSVP
Barbara 221-6690 or Elaine 826-3172.
Everyone is invited to give a proper
send-off.

This Granny was a ÒCrabÓ
Pat Camarena

This famous ÒgrannyÓ is regarded as
crisp, tart, and versatile. Originally
from France, she is popular for
making apple pies, and even pickles.
After immigrating to Australia more
than 150 years ago she became more
ÒcultivatedÓ although considered to be
quite ÒwildÓ by New Zealanders.
Today she is commonly found world
wide and year round in most super-
markets. Yes, this is a description of
the green Granny Smith apple.

However, once there was a real person
responsible for the Granny Smith
apple that we shoppers pop in our
reusable grocery bags today. Maria
Ann (Sherwood) Smith was the
daughter of a Sussex, England farming
family. After marrying and bearing
eight children, she moved with her
farmer husband, to New South Wales
in the late 1830s when the English
government was recruiting agricultural
workers for the growing colony. After
many years of working for others but
saving money, Maria and her husband
were finally able to acquire their own
land. They began raising fruit trees
that were already known to thrive
locally. After experimenting with
various types of apples, they found
one type of French crab apple seeding
from Tasmania growing remarkably
well in a pile of discarded cuttings
down by their creek. For many years
Maria and her family continued to
experiment with and propagate this
ÒsportÓ. Not until after MariaÕs death
in 1870 that this obscure crab apple
tree became commercially successful.
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Named by her children for their hardworking mother,
this type of apple tree began to win horticultural
show prizes in Australia. By the end of the 1800s,
Granny Smith (the apple) was ready for export and
cultivation worldwide. Today this former discarded
seedling that made good is used for cooking,
pickling, and just for eating out of hand. Maria Ann
Smith would be proud of her namesake.

Apple Records, the BeatlesÕ recording label
reportedly used the Granny Smith apple in their logo
way back in the Ô60s. How about that!

For more information about Maria Ann Smith and the
Granny Smith apple, see the following web sites:
www.ryde.nsw.gov.au or www.orangepippin.com.

Playing Now
Paula Campbell

Bug, by Tracy Letts, is another winner for the SF
Playhouse. The play, originally produced in London
in 1996, was turned into a film starring Ashley Judd,
in 2006. LettsÕ play August: Osage County, won
both the 2008 Pulitzer Prize for Drama, and the New
York Critics Circle Award. Letts was last represented
on SF Bay area stages in 2006, with his smash hit,
Killer Joe.

Bug is a gripping story of paranoia, love, and
dependency. The stranger, Peter, an ex-GI, moves
into AggieÕs seedy motel room in Oklahoma, and
soon believes heÕs literally being eaten alive by bugs.
It doesnÕt take much to convince Aggie that heÕs
right. Unable to see the bugs at first, Aggie is soon
seeing them clearly. Peter convinces her that the bugs
have been implanted in him by the military Ð that he
is the subject of a government experiment. Aggie,
starved for love, becomes PeterÕs willing dependent,
relying on him for all things, finally understanding
that the bugs have in fact, originated from her Ð that
she is the prime subject of the experiment.

What keeps the audience on edge is the possibility
that in fact Peter and Aggie really are subjects of a
government experiment. Remember the old saw ÒJust
because youÕre paranoid doesnÕt mean they arenÕt out
to get you.Ó Bug vividly illustrates that concept.

The play is not for the faint of heart. Peter and Aggie
remove the bugs from under their skin with scissors,
knives, corkscrews and whatever else is handy. Cut
skin mean spilled blood, and the blood flows
copiously.

Susi Damilano and Gabriel Marin play off each other
brilliantly as Aggie and Peter, with a strong suppor-
ting cast, featuring John Flanagan, Zehra Berkman,
and Keith Burkland. Jon TracyÕs direction is fast and
sharp, and Bill EnglishÕs set mirrors the increasing
mental deterioration of the main characters, as does
Jon TracyÕs lighting, and Cliff CaruthersÕ ever more
menacing sounds of hovering helicopters and
swarming insects.
Bug, through June 14. The SF Playhouse, 533 Sutter St.
Box Office 677-9596 Wednesday Ð Saturday 8pm, and
Saturday 3pm.

Travel Club Plans
¥ July Ð Mare Island
¥ August Ð BeniciaÐCamel Barns & other historical

landmarks
¥ September Ð Angel Island
¥ October Ð Winchester Mystery HouseÐHalloween

Fun

We hope this will encourage more of you to join us!

Elaine Butler & Pat Camarena

AAUW Members in the News
Margel Kaufman is currently performing in Sam
ShepardÕs Buried Child at The ActorÕs Theatre of
SF. Go to the website for the details:
www.actorstheatresf.org

Alicia deÕCastro is newly graduated from Cal. State
University Monterey Bay. She is a student affiliate
and her proud mom is Andrea Laudate.

AAUW Report Debunks So-Called ÔBoys
CrisisÕ in Education

AAUW wants to give you, our dedicated and active
members and supporters, a preview of our newest
research report. On Tuesday, May 20, AAUW
released the most comprehensive analysis to date on
trends by gender, race/ethnicity, and income in
education. Where The Girls Are: The Facts About
Gender Equity In Education shows that girls and
boys from the fourth grade through the end of college
are making steady educational gains. An analysis of
all 50 states shows that girls are not succeeding at the
expense of boys, and, in fact, family income is more
closely associated with academics than gender.

The report presents a comprehensive look at girlsÕ
educational achievement during the past 35 years,
paying special attention to the relationship between
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girlsÕ and boysÕ progress. Analyses of results from
national standardized tests, such as the National
Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) and the
SAT and ACT college entrance examinations, as well
as other measures of educational achievement
provide an overall picture of trends in gender equity
from elementary school to college and beyond.

Silver Jubilee
In 1916 the Silver Jubilee Fund was established to
celebrate the twenty-fifth anniversary of the founding
of the San Francisco branch of the American
Association of University Women. Promoting higher
education is a major goal of AAUW, and the Silver
Jubilee Fund has assisted our branch in meeting this

goal. Through the years, many AAUW-SF members
have contributed to the Fund. The largest bequest was
made in 1982 for loans in the names of Mildred
Bickel and Dr. Elsa Bickel Gordon. These monies
allowed expansion of the program, and the funds
have grown. A committee of members of the branch
administers it. In 2000, the use of the Silver Jubilee
Fund was changed from providing loans to
scholarships, utilizing the income from investments
and retaining the principle. The Silver Jubilee Fund
offers grants to upper division and graduate women
completing their final year of a degree or credential
program.

June 2008
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 7 pm
International
Book Group

17 18 19 20 1:30 pm
Afternoon
Books

21

22 11 am
Installation
Brunch

23 24 25 26 7:30 pm
Mystery/
Adventure

27 12:30 pm
International
Cuisine

28 Travel
Club

29 30

International Book Group
Monday, June 16th, 7 pm, at Janice GonsalvesÕ, 41
Teresita Blvd. We will discuss The Infidel  by Ayaan
Hirsi Ali. This is an amazing autobiography! RSVP
759-9760 or janicemarie@pacbell.net .

Afternoon with Books
Friday, June 20th, 1:30 pm, at Joanne MandelÕs, 15
Marne Ave. We are reading The Worst Hard Time:
the Untold Story of Those Who Survived the
Great American Dust Bowl by Timothy Egan. The
book is available in the SF Public Library &
paperback. Please join us. RSVP Joanne at 665-7329.

Installation Brunch
Sunday, June 22nd, 11 a m , at Delancey Street
Restaurant, Embarcadero at Brannan. All members
are invited to attend.

Mystery/Adventure
Thursday, June 26th, 7:30 pm, at Susan Peliks,
109/11 Sutro Heights. We are reading Exile by
Richard North Patterson. Angie Durso will review.
RSVP Susan at 668-2961.

International Cuisine
Friday, June 27th, 12:30 pm, to be determined. If
interested, contact Marilyn Leal 626-4110. Sug-
gestions for restaurants with an international flair are
requested

Travel Club
Saturday, June 28th, 10 am, at ElaineÕs, 124 Amber
Drive. We are going to the Audubon Ranch &
Reserve. Wear comfortable walking shoes. New
members are encouraged to attend, and we do
carpool. RSVP Elaine 826-3172.
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Avanti Editor
AAUW
San Francisco Branch
P.O. Box 31405
San Francisco, CA 94131-0405
Address Correction Requested

AAUW is CaliforniaÕs most active and diverse
organization for women offering action for equity,
personal and professional growth, community
leadership and friendship.

In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks
a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to
full participation in this organization on the basis
of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation,
national origin, or disability.

American Association of
University Women

The year was 1919. Europe had been
ravaged by World War I and radium
was far too expensive for a scientist of
modest means to afford for experi-
ments. Even one as famous as Madame
Marie Curie. As a result, her ground-
breaking research had reached a virtual
standstill. Then the AAUW came to the
rescue. Members from Maine to Cali-
fornia helped raise an astonishing
$156,413, enabling Madame Curie to
purchase one gram of radium and con-
tinue her experiments that helped her
create the field of nuclear chemistry
and forever change the course of
science. Madame Curie received the
Nobel Prize for her work, but was not
admitted to the French Academie des
Sciences until she won an incredible
second Nobel Prize...all because she
was a woman. More than 75 years later,
there are still only three women
members.

Educational Foundation
In 1873, a prominent Boston physician,
Dr. E.H. Clarke, wrote a book arguing
that too much study would give women
brain fever and render their children
sickly, if they were to have them at all.

The Association of Collegiate Alumnae
(AAUWÕs chief predecessor) fought
this contention in 1885 and won, by
gathering data from its members to
show that they had suffered no ill health
from their college and postgraduate
education. In 1888, the Western Asso-
ciation of Collegiate Alumnae (founded
here in San Francisco) made educa-
tional history by establishing the first
graduate fellowship for women (given
to Vassar graduate Ida Street).

California is still the largest contributor,
enabling the Educational Foundation to
award nearly $3 million in grants to
women at the dissertation or doctoral
level, and to those pursuing career-
related or community-based projects.

Legal Advocacy Fund
Founded in 1981, the Legal Advocacy
Fund (LAF) works to achieve equity for
women in higher education by recog-
nizing innovative efforts to improve the
climate for women on campus; by
offering assistance to women faculty,
staff, and students who have grievances
against colleges and universities; and
by supporting sex discrimination law-
suits.

The LAF Board only approves support
of cases which are currently involved in
litigation, and that have the potential to
set legal precedent.

The Legal Advocacy FundÕs annual
Progress in Equity Award recognizes
innovative and replicable college and
university programs.


