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PresidentÕs Message
Kelly Joseph

WhatÕs happening in April? On April 7th we celebrate
World Health Day. The theme of World Health Day
2008 is ÒProtecting health from the adverse affects of
climate change.Ó We continue our awareness of and
appreciation for the EarthÕs environment on April
22nd, which is Earth Day.

Knowledge is power. Please request the Woman-to-
Woman Voter Turnout manual at www.aauw.org to
increase voter participation of women and ensure that
our voices are heard.

ItÕs never too late to make a donation for the Tech
Trek Science Camp, and your support is greatly
appreciated!

Health & Happiness!
Board Meeting

Wednesday, April 9th, 6:30 pm, potluck Ð 7:00 pm,
meeting, at Marilyn LealÕs, 4325 19th Street. All
members are invited to attend. RSVP 626-4110.

Afternoon with Books
Friday, April 18th, 1:30 pm, at Jane WilliamÕs, 4325
21st Street. We are continuing to read Bridge of
Sighs by Richard Russo. Please join us. RSVP Jane
at 826-1158.

Travel Club
Sunday, April 20th, Noon, at ElaineÕs home, 124
Amber Drive. We are going to the Takara Sake
Factory and museum in Berkeley. The tour is
available from noon to 6:00 pm, and we hope to

arrive for the 1:00 pm tour. It will be a 40-minute
tour through the factory. Wear comfortable walking
shoes. New members are encouraged to attend, and
we do carpool. RSVP Elaine 826-3172 or Pat 285-
7589. Website:
www.takarasake.com/company/tastingRoom.htm.

International Book Group
Monday, April 21st, 7:00 pm, at Sheila BostÕs home,
19 Wawona St. We will review Lost City Radio by
Daniel Alarcon, who was born in Peru in 1977 and is
now the Distinguished Visiting Writer at Mills
College. The book is described as Òa powerful and
searing novel of three lives fractured by a civil war,Ó
presumably in an unnamed Latin American country.
RSVP 664-4985 or wawonast@earthlink.net.

Mystery/Adventure
Thursday, April  24th, 7:30 pm, at Elaine ButlerÕs
124 Amber Dr. We are reading Murder in the
Marais by Cara Black. Joanne Mandel will review.
RSVP Elaine at 826-3172.

International Cuisine
Friday, April  25th, 12:30 pm, to be determined. If
interested, contact Marilyn Leal 626-4110. We had a
wonderful lunch at Serpentine in the Dogpatch
neighborhood in March.

Online AAUW Branch
For anyone interested, there is an online AAUW
Branch at www.AAUWCaOnline.org. Their dues are
$10 if youÕre already a member elsewhere.

 ÒA positive attitude may not solve all your problems, but it will annoy enough
people to make it worth the effort.Ó

Herm Albright

ÒLaughter is an instant vacation.Ó
Milton Berle
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Birthdays
Patricia Arango April 1st

Joanne Mandel April 6th

Barbara Scheer April 11th

Melly Metcalf April 12th

Holly Millar April 21st

Catherine Hsuan April 23rd

Birthday Not Announced?
People born in May seem to be shy,
we donÕt know of any members
born in May. Remember, we only
want month and day. If your birthday
is not there and youÕd like to have it
included (or corrected), contact the
Membership Co-VPs.

Any 50-Year Members?
Has anyone been an AAUW member
for 50 years? Contact one of the
Membership Co-VPs to have AAUW
national and state give you an honor-
ary life membership.

New Member
Kari Shinn

M e m b e r s : If you change your
address, kindly notify Nancy Shapiro
or Mary Suter.

Web Manager needed!
If you would like to help with our web
site (www.aauwsf.org), please contact
Marilyn Smith (415) 543-5307 or
SmithMZ@hotmail.com

Quick LAF clicks
Sexual Assault on Campus:
www.aauw.org/laf/library/assault.cfm
Chief Justice John RobertsÕ effect
on Title IX ? www.aauw.org/
newsroom/news/05LADailyNews
_RobertsOPED.cfm

AAUW Web Pages
News Page & Media Alerts: (use
links on page to subscribe)
www.aauw.org/About/
newsroom/news/index.cfm
Actions to take: www.aauw.org/
issue_advocacy/actionpages/index.cfm
Mission in Action: www.aauw.org/
publications/mission/index.cfm
Two Minute Activities:
http://capwiz.com/aauw/home.
Voting Record for the 110th Con-
gress, First Session (2007):
www.aauw.org/advocacy/issue_advoc
acy/voter_ed/upload/votingRecord110
.pdf.

Tell ten friends to tell ten!
The Breast Cancer site is having
trouble getting enough people to click
on their site daily to meet their quota
of donating at least one free mammo-
gram a day to an underprivileged
woman. It takes less than a minute to
go to their site and click on Òdonating
a mammogramÓ for free (pink window
in the middle). This doesnÕt cost you a
thing. Their corporate sponsors /adver-
tisers use the number of daily visits to
donate mammograms in exchange for
advertising. HereÕs the web site! Pass
it along to people you know.
www.theBreastCancerSite.com

2007-
AAUW-

Co-Presidents
Kelly Joseph

Kelly.Wysinger@sbcglobal.net
415) 821-1737.

Marilyn Z. Smith
SmithMZ@hotmail.com

415) 543-5307

EF VP
Marilyn Leal

MLeal@mac.com
415) 626-4110

Legal Advocacy VP
Barbara Spencer

BCSpencer@comcast.net
415) 221-6690

Membership
Nancy Shapiro

Nancy.Shapiro@med.va.gov
415) 731-2654

Program Co-VPs
Marian Casey

Marian1128@hotmail.com
415) 409-1144

Jane Hansen
JGHansen@SBCGlobal.net

415) 885-6985

Joanne Mandel
JMandel6@yahoo.com

415) 665-7329

Secretary
Dawn Wilkes

crmaverick@hotmail.com
650) 735-5184

Treasurer
Cathy Corcoran

CFCorcoran@hotmail.com
415) 401-0554

Membership Treasurer
Mary Suter

marSuter@yahoo.com
415) 665-1185

Avanti  Articles
Please remember to
submit Avanti articles by
the 20th.
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2008
SF Board

Avanti Editor
Stephen Butler

415) 826-3172
Steve.Butler.sf@SBCGlobal.net

Public Policy Co-Chairs
Sheila Bost

wawonast@earthlink.net
415) 664-4985

Michelle Mammini
MMammini@PacBell.net

415) 346-9114

Renee Golanty-Koel
RenGol@csus.edu

415) 661-6276

Silver Jubilee Fund Chair
Connie Armitage

Connie_armitage@yahoo.com
415) 681-2110

Tech Trek
Elaine Butler

Calif. AAUW Leadership &
Membership Committee

Elaine.Butler.sf@
SBCGlobal.net
415) 826-3172

Web Mistress
open

Get the Avanti Faster
If youÕd like to receive the
Avanti via email or the
web, please tell one of the
Membership VPs, so that a
printed copy will not be
sent to you. If you prefer,
we can continue to print
and mail you the Avanti.

Twice Saved
Pat Camarena

April 18, 2008 will mark the 102nd
anniversary of the Great Earthquake
and Fire that destroyed or damaged a
good part of San Francisco back in
1906. The locals were shaken out of
bed soon after five in the morning. At
LottaÕs Fountain on Market Street this
year, a handful of history buffs will
gather at the same time to commem-
orate that never-to-be-forgotten event.
Less than a mile away in Chinatown
on that fateful predawn morning,
Donaldina Cameron and fifty sleeping
Chinese and Japanese girls and chil-
dren were rudely awakened to find
chimneys from nearby buildings
crashing on the roof of their
Presbyterian Mission Home. For the
previous ten years, Donaldina had
been working with young girls there.
Through DonaldinaÕs efforts and
others like her, young Asian girls,
mostly from Canton who had been
brought to San Francisco under false
pretenses, could live safely and
receive an education, thus escaping a
life of slavery, prostitution, and most
certainly, an early death. Donaldina,
sometimes with the aid of the police,
had become a master of finding girls
hidden away by slave owners. She
rescued them from a life of hard phys-
ical labor and maltreatment. Also, she
sought to prevent their re-enslavement
by means of legal ploys. On the
morning of April 18, 1906, she again
shepherded them safely to temporary
quarters on Van Ness Avenue just
ahead of the on-coming fire and
smoke. She herself did not leave the
scene until she had retrieved records
that gave her guardianship rights. The
building was later dynamited to fore-
stall the spread of the fire. Donaldina
was called ÒLo MoÓ (beloved mother)
by the girls, but ÒFahn QuaiÓ (foreign
or white devil) by the slave owners

angry that she was depriving them of
valuable property. For many more
years, Donaldina continued educating
the girls, giving lectures across the
country to raise awareness of the evils
of the slave trade, and jousting with
the courts. The building at 920 Sacra-
mento Street, built anew after the fire,
is now named the Donaldina Cameron
House to honor this New Zealand
transplant. It is a family service organ-
ization serving the Asian community
throughout the Bay Area. So on the
morning of April 18th, as you rise to
get your coffee or catch the Muni,
give some thought to Donaldina who
on this day long ago had once again
rescued her young charges and kept
them safe. Donaldina Cameron.
www.SanFranciscoChinatown.comor
www.SFHistoryEncyclopedia.com

Tech Trek
Good news! We received notice from
Stanford that they had another opening
for us. Our donations allowed us to
take advantage of this opening, we are
now sending eleven girls!

Thank you to our March donors:
¥ Marion Casey
¥ Angie Durso
¥ Ruth Gordon

March 29th & 30th we are interviewing
31 girls for the 11 scholarships. The
nominations all look good. The SF
USD Science Teachers have been
cooperative. Everett Middle School is
sending a Spanish-speaking teacher to
explain Tech Trek to the 3 sets of
Spanish speaking parents.

Thank you Michelle Mammini for
setting the interview appointments.
Kudos to Annie Pfeiffer for talking
with the Chinese-speaking parents.

Support for Families of Children with
Disabilities has offered (again) the use
of two conference rooms (and parking
lot) for the two days of interviews.
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Our dedicated interviewers are: Connie Armitage;
Sheila Bost; Elaine & Steve Butler; Pat Camarena;
Marion Casey; Ruth Gordon; Kelly Joseph; Andrea
Laudate; Marilyn Leal; Michelle Mammini; Marilyn
Smith; Pat Spencer; and Barbara Woods.

We must choose the scholarship winners before April
15th. This part is always the most difficult. We will
list the winners in the May Avanti.

Elaine Butler, Tech Trek Coordinator, 826-3172,
Elaine.butler.sf@sbcglobal.net

Tech Trek Donation Form
Yes, IÕm interested in sponsoring girls to go to Tech
Trek 2008! I pledge the following amount towards
sending girls to camp.

!  $25 !  $50 !  $100 !  $200

!  $800 (1 girl) !  $ _______________________

Make checks payable to AAUW-CA SPF with Tech
Trek SF in the memo line.

Name: _________________________________

Address: ________________________________

_______________________________________

Phone:__________________________________

Email: _________________________________

Mail your donation addressed to:
Elaine Butler
124 Amber Dr
San Francisco, CA 94131-1626

Playing Now
Paula Campbell

Run, do not walk, to the San Francisco Playhouse, to
see Dennis LehaneÕs Coronado. ItÕs a must see Ð one
of the most interesting productions this reviewer has
seen in a long time Ð an intriguing thriller that keeps
the audience on the edge of their seats emotionally,
and requires them to use all their cognitive power as
well.

It takes a while to realize that the action takes place
in different time periods (all recent) so that the
woman we see on stage left is the same woman we
see stage right, but the woman stage left is ten years
older. In other words, the play traces the main
characters through what we finally realize is a twenty
year period in their lives Ð but we see the past,

present, and future occurring simultaneously on
stage. The play asks us to examine not only the way
the past affects the future, but also how our
expectations of the future affect the present. If that
doesnÕt make sense now, it will once you see
Coronado.

Lehane is a popular novelist and script writer, whose
works include the well received films Mystic River,
and Gone, Baby, Gone. His characterizations are
raw and real, his dialogue witty and incisive.

The cast of nine is outstanding, with special kudos to
Stacy Ross, whose stage presence is enhanced by
fantastic natural movement. She has to be one of the
most unselfconscious, graceful performers ever. Even
when sheÕs being deliberately ungraceful, she is
beautiful to watch.

Director Susi Damilano, who is a co-founder and
Producing Director of the SF Playhouse, brings the
characters to life with keen insight into who they are,
who they were, and who they are becoming. This
play requires perfect timing, and Damilano is right on
the money.

This is the San Francisco PlayhouseÕs sixth season.
IÕve been a subscriber since its inception and have
delighted in watching this wonderful theatre grow
stronger every year. The Playhouse does innovative,
creative work, and is rapidly becoming one of the
best small theatres in the bay area. If youÕre a theatre
lover who hasnÕt been to a Playhouse production,
youÕre really missing out.

Coronado, through April 26th, the SF Playhouse,
533 Sutter St. Box Office 677-9596 Wednesday Ð
Saturday 8:00 pm, and Saturday 3:00 pm.

Travel Club Plans
We met on January 20th to map out the months for
2008. I think we have a good variety of day trips
chosen.
¥ MayÐCharmarita Portugese Celebration 5/17 & 18

in Half Moon Bay
¥ JuneÐAudubon Ranch & Reserve
¥ JulyÐMare Island
¥ AugustÐBeniciaÐCamel Barns & other historical

landmarks
¥ SeptemberÐAngel Island
¥ OctoberÐWinchester Mystery HouseÐHalloween

Fun
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We hope this schedule will encourage more of you to
join us and bring your families and friends.

Elaine Butler & Pat Camarena

Healdsburg AAUW Historic Home
Walking TourÐFrom SquattersÕ Settlement

to Luxury Wine Country Destination
150 years of California architectural history will be
open to the public on Sunday, May 4th, 1:00-4:30 pm.

Six vintage homes and gardens within walking
distance of the downtown plaza will showcase
distinctive architectural styles, including 1915 Crafts-
man, 1915 Mission, 1885 Queen Anne, and 1913
Bungalow. The afternoon self-guided tour features
docents at each home. Guests will check in at the
Healdsburg Museum, 221 Matheson at Fitch Street,
from 1:00-4:30 pm. Tickets are $30.00 in advance
and $35.00 on the day of the tour. Proceeds help fund
individual scholarships and help support Healdsburg
area public schools. For more information and
questions, call (707) 474-0313 or visit the website at
www.healdsburgaauw.com. Ticket purchase is avail-
able online after April 15th, 2008. Please make checks
payable to AAUW, and send to P.O. Box 1064,
Healdsburg, CA 95448

See Barbara Woods in Neil SimonÕs
The Good Doctor

Two reasons to see the Calvary Theater Group April
production of Neil Simon's The Good Doctor:
1. Laughter is the best medicine.
2. Our member Barbara Wood, cast as ÒA Defense-

less Creature,Ó will play a lunatic prepared to do
anything to get the money she claims a bureaucrat
owes her sick husband.

The play, based on a series of sketches by Anton
Chekhov, will be performed at Calvary Presby-
terian Church, 2515 Fillmore Street (at Jackson).

Dates:Friday & Saturday, April 18th&19th,at 8 pm
Sunday, April 20th, at 2 pm
Friday & Saturday, April 25th&26th,at 8 pm

Tickets: $10/$12.

Support the Prevention First Act
Last Tuesday, the CDC released new data estimating
that one in four young women between the ages of 14
and 19 in the United StatesÐover 3 million girlsÐis
infected with at least one of the four most common

sexually transmitted diseases. These STDs, human
papilloma virus, chlamydia, herpes simplex virus and
trichomoniasis, have severe health effects for women
and girls ranging from infertility to cervical cancer.
The widespread prevalence of such serious infections
serves to emphasize the need for public health
prevention strategies that benefit vulnerable teenage
girls. Not only should access to screening and
vaccination be widely available, girls must be
educated on prevention strategies and have accurate
information on contraception use.

The Prevention First Act (S.21/H.R. 819) includes a
myriad of provisions that would expand access to
contraception and preventative health care services
that help reduce unplanned pregnancies, abortions,
and the spread of sexually transmitted diseases while
improving access to women's health care. It would
also provide a federal funding stream for compre-
hensive sex education in schools. Currently, there are
three separate federal programs that fund abstinence-
only-until-marriage programs, but no federal funding
exists specifically for comprehensive sex education.
States can only receive funding if they agree to teach
abstinence-only-until-marriage, while excluding
information about the health benefits of contraception
to prevent pregnancy and sexually transmitted dis-
eases. The Prevention First Act includes a compre-
hensive approach to sex educationÐage appropriate
education that promotes abstinence but includes
information about contraception.

The Prevention First Act also includes provisions to
increase insurance coverage for contraceptive pre-
scription drugs, devices, and outpatient services;
provide medically accurate information about contra-
ception in education programs; increase education
about emergency contraception; and require hospitals
that receive federal funds to provide emergency
contraception to victims of sexual assault. In addi-
tion, it expands family planning services covered
under Medicaid, which remains the largest source of
subsidized family planning services.

AAUW supports the right of every woman to safe,
accessible, affordable, and comprehensive family
planning and reproductive health services, and
believes that improved pregnancy prevention pro-
grams and access to complete reproduction health
information and services enhance women's repro-
ductive choices. We urge all senators to cosponsor
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this important bill to improve the reproductive health
and safety of all women and girls.

To urge your senators to cosponsor and support the
Prevention First Act, copy and paste the following
URL into your Internet browser, then follow the
instructions to send a message to your U.S. Senators:
capwiz.com/aauw/issues/alert/?alertid=11166706
&PROCESS=Take+Action.

California Convention Marketplace
Come One, Come All to the AAUW-CA Convention
Marketplace. Tables are available on a first come first
served basis. Branch tables are free and vendor tables
are $50 per table for AAUW Members and $100 per
table for Non-AAUW members.

Please contact Carlynne McDonnell at caralex@
verizon.net to register.

April 2007
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 State
Convention

5 State
Convention

6 State
Convention

7 World
Health Day

8 Election for
Tom LantosÕ
US House seat

9 6:30 Board
Meeting

10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 1:30 pm
Afternoon
Books

19

20 Noon
Travel Club

21 7 pm
International
Book Group

22 Earth Day 23 24 7:30 pm
Mystery/
Adventure

25 12:30 pm
International
Cuisine

26

27 28 29 30

Board Meeting
Wednesday, April 9th, 6:30 pm, potluck Ð 7:00
pm, meeting, at Marilyn LealÕs, 4325 19th Street.
All members are invited to attend. RSVP 626-4110.

Afternoon with Books
Friday, April 18th, 1:30 pm, at Jane WilliamÕs,
4325 21st Street. We are continuing to read Bridge
of Sighs by Richard Russo. Please join us. RSVP
Jane at 826-1158.

Travel Club
Sunday, April 20th, Noon, at ElaineÕs home, 124
Amber Drive. We are going to the Takara Sake
Factory and museum in Berkeley. The tour is
available from noon to 6:00 pm, and we hope to
arrive for the 1:00 pm tour. It will be a 40-minute
tour through the factory. Wear comfortable walking
shoes. New members are encouraged to attend, and
we do carpool. RSVP Elaine 826-3172 or Pat 285-
7589. Website:
www.takarasake.com/company/tastingRoom.htm.

International Book Group
Monday, April 21st, 7:00 pm, at Sheila BostÕs
home, 19 Wawona St. We will review Lost City
Radio by Daniel Alarcon, who was born in Peru in
1977 and is now the Distinguished Visiting Writer
at Mills College. The book is described as Òa
powerful and searing novel of three lives fractured
by a civil war,Ó presumably in an unnamed Latin
American country. RSVP 415 664-4985 or
wawonast@earthlink.net.

Mystery/Adventure
Thursday, April  24th, 7:30 pm, at Elaine ButlerÕs
124 Amber Dr. We are reading Murder in the
Marais by Cara Black. Joanne Mandel will review.
RSVP Elaine at 826-3172.

International Cuisine
Friday, April  25th, 12:30 pm, to be determined. If
interested, contact Marilyn Leal 626-4110. We had
a wonderful lunch at Serpentine in the Dogpatch
neighborhood in March.
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Avanti Editor
AAUW
San Francisco Branch
P.O. Box 31405
San Francisco, CA 94131-0405
Address Correction Requested

AAUW is CaliforniaÕs most active and diverse
organization for women offering action for equity,
personal and professional growth, community
leadership and friendship.

In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks
a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to
full participation in this organization on the basis
of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation,
national origin, or disability.

American Association of
University Women

The year was 1919. Europe had been
ravaged by World War I and radium
was far too expensive for a scientist of
modest means to afford for experi-
ments. Even one as famous as Madame
Marie Curie. As a result, her ground-
breaking research had reached a virtual
standstill. Then the AAUW came to the
rescue. Members from Maine to Cali-
fornia helped raise an astonishing
$156,413, enabling Madame Curie to
purchase one gram of radium and con-
tinue her experiments that helped her
create the field of nuclear chemistry
and forever change the course of
science. Madame Curie received the
Nobel Prize for her work, but was not
admitted to the French Academie des
Sciences until she won an incredible
second Nobel Prize...all because she
was a woman. More than 75 years later,
there are still only three women
members.

Educational Foundation
In 1873, a prominent Boston physician,
Dr. E.H. Clarke, wrote a book arguing
that too much study would give women
brain fever and render their children
sickly, if they were to have them at all.

The Association of Collegiate Alumnae
(AAUWÕs chief predecessor) fought
this contention in 1885 and won, by
gathering data from its members to
show that they had suffered no ill health
from their college and postgraduate
education. In 1888, the Western Asso-
ciation of Collegiate Alumnae (founded
here in San Francisco) made educa-
tional history by establishing the first
graduate fellowship for women (given
to Vassar graduate Ida Street).

California is still the largest contributor,
enabling the Educational Foundation to
award nearly $3 million in grants to
women at the dissertation or doctoral
level, and to those pursuing career-
related or community-based projects.

Legal Advocacy Fund
Founded in 1981, the Legal Advocacy
Fund (LAF) works to achieve equity for
women in higher education by recog-
nizing innovative efforts to improve the
climate for women on campus; by
offering assistance to women faculty,
staff, and students who have grievances
against colleges and universities; and
by supporting sex discrimination law-
suits.

The LAF Board only approves support
of cases which are currently involved in
litigation, and that have the potential to
set legal precedent.

The Legal Advocacy FundÕs annual
Progress in Equity Award recognizes
innovative and replicable college and
university programs.


