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PresidentÕs Message
 Kelly Joseph

Happy Black History & American Heart month – I
am very honored to have been selected as your Co-
President, alongside Marilyn Smith and look forward
to serving you.
I represented our branch at the Inter-branch Council
Meeting on January 16th. I will share the ideas dis-
cussed on increasing AAUW visibility through
marketing and communication, at our February 13th

Board Meeting. You are welcome to attend and bring
a potential new member!
Please remember to exercise your right to vote in the
February 5th consolidated Presidential Primary
Election.

Health & Happiness!
Board Meeting

Wednesday, February 13th, 6:30 pm, potluck – 7,
meeting, at Marilyn Leal’s, 4325 19th Street. All
members are invited to attend. RSVP 626-4110.

Afternoon with Books
Friday, February 15th, 1:30 pm, at Jane Williams,
4022 21st St. The book for discussion is: Shattered
Dreams by Irene Spencer. Please join us for a lively
discussion. RSVP: Jane at 826-1158

International Book Group
Monday, February 18th, 7:00 pm, at Nancy
Shapiro’s home, 1683 42nd Ave. We will read
Murder in Amsterdam by Ian Buruma. RSVP
Nancy at 731-2654 or nancy.shapiro@med.va.gov

Travel Club
Saturday, February 23rd, 11:30am, at Elaine’s
home, 124 Amber Drive. We are finally going to the
Harley Goat Farm for a cheese making tour from 1-3

pm. The baby goats are born in February. Wear boots
and possibly rain gear. Following the tour, we will
have an early dinner at Duarte’s. New members are
encouraged to attend and we do carpool. RSVP
Elaine 826-3172 or Pat 285-7589. We have a limited
number of spaces reserved. Website:
www.harleyfarms.com.

Mystery/Adventure
Thursday, February 28th, 7:30 pm, at Joanne
Bellan’s, 2466 23rd Ave, SF. We are reading Cat
Breaking Free by Shirley Rousseau Murphy. Andrea
Laudate will review. RSVP Joanne at 664-2366.

International Cuisine
Friday, February 29th, 12:00 pm, at Boudin
Sourdough Bakery & Café, 156 Jefferson St., SF. We
will begin with a tour of the bakery and eat in the
café after the tour when we are very hungry. Website:
www.boudinbakery.com. If interested, contact
Marilyn Leal 626-4110.

Roe v Wade Ð 35 Years!
Everyone should have celebrated on January 22nd. To
ensure its continuation, visit www.caral.org (NARAL
California).

AAUW Action Network
Urge Your Senators to Address the Supreme Court’s
Pay Discrimination Ruling.

Online AAUW Branch
For anyone interested, there is an online AAUW
Branch at www.AAUWCaOnline.org. Their dues are
$10 if you’re already a member elsewhere.

 ÒThe human brain is unique in that it is the only container of which it
can be said that the more you put into it, the more it will hold.Ó

Glenn Doman

 ÒTo acquire knowledge, one must study;
but to acquire wisdom, one must observe.Ó

Marilyn vos Savant
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Birthdays
Barbara Bressen WoodFebruary 4th

Margel Kaufman February 8th

Corrine Sacks February 25th

Birthday Not Announced?
If your birthday is not there and you’d
like to have it included (or corrected),
contact the Membership Co-VPs. Only
month and day are printed.

Any 50-Year Members?
Has anyone been an AAUW member
for 50 years? Contact one of the
Membership Co-VPs to have AAUW
national and state give you an honor-
ary life membership.

New Member
Kari Shinn
M e m b e r s :  if you change your
address, kindly notify Nancy Shapiro
or Mary Suter.

Web Manager needed!
If you would like to help with our web
site (www.aauwsf.org) please contact
Marilyn Smith (415) 543-5307 or
SmithMZ @hotmail.com

Quick LAF clicks
Learn about sexual assault on campus:
www.aauw.org/laf/library/assault.cfm
View the full case summary of Doe v.
Berry College: www.aauw.org/laf/
cases/doeberry.cfm
What effect will Chief Justice John
Roberts have on Title IX?
www.aauw.org/newsroom/news/
05LADailyNews_RobertsOPED.cfm

AAUW Web Pages
Visit the following links for:
news pages: www.aauw.org/About/
newsroom/news/index.cfm
www.aauw.org/newsroom/index.cfm;
Actions to take: www.aauw.org/
issue_advocacy/actionpages/index.cfm
Mission in Action: www.aauw.org/
publications/mission/index.cfm and
two minute activities
http://capwiz.com/aauw/home.
Subscribe to receive AAUW Media
Alerts and Press Releases! Visit www.
aauw.org/newsroom/index2.cfm

Silver Jubilee Scholarships
The San Francisco AAUW branch will
offer two scholarships of $2,000 each
to help upper division and graduate
school women to complete their final
year of study in a college or univer-
sity. Candidates must reside or be
attending a university or college
within a 100-mile distance of San
Francisco. There is no restriction on
the use of the funds. Completed
applications are due by February 29,
2008.
If you are interested, or have friends
or relatives who may benefit from the
scholarship, please check the Silver
Jubilee information on the AAUW
San Francisco  websi te  a t
www.aauwsf.org.
Connie Armitage,
(connie_armitage@yahoo.com)
Silver Jubilee Scholarship Chair

.
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Co-Presidents
Kelly Joseph

Kelly.Wysinger@sbcglobal.net
415) 821-1737.

Marilyn Z. Smith
SmithMZ@hotmail.com

415) 543-5307

EF VP
Marilyn Leal

MLeal@mac.com
415) 626-4110

Legal Advocacy VP
Barbara Spencer

BCSpencer@comcast.net
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Membership
Nancy Shapiro

Nancy.Shapiro@med.va.gov
415) 731-2654

Program Co-VPs
Marian Casey
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415) 409-1144
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Avanti  Articles
Please remember to
submit Avanti articles by
the 20th.
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2008
SF Board

Avanti Editor
Stephen Butler

415) 826-3172
Steve.Butler.sf@SBCGlobal.net

Public Policy Co-Chairs
Sheila Bost

wawonast@earthlink.net
415) 664-4985

Michelle Mammini
MMammini@PacBell.net

415) 346-9114

Renee Golanty-Koel
RenGol@csus.edu

415) 661-6276

Silver Jubilee Fund Chair
Connie Armitage

Connie_armitage@yahoo.com
415) 681-2110

Tech Trek
Elaine Butler

Calif. AAUW Leadership &
Membership Committee

Elaine.Butler.sf@
SBCGlobal.net
415) 826-3172

Web Mistress
open

Get the Avanti Faster
If you’d like to receive the
Avanti via email or the
web, please tell one of the
Membership VPs, so that a
printed copy will not be
sent to you. If you prefer,
we can continue to print
and mail you the Avanti.

Esther and the
Business of Love
Pat Camarena

Valentine’s Day Feb. 14th has long
been set aside for exchanges of love
with sweethearts, family, and friends.
Across the ages, writers and other
artists have expressed their feelings of
love in many poetic ways. “Life’s
greatest happiness is to be convinced
that we are loved” according to Victor
Hugo. “Love is the only gold,” said
Alfred Lord Tennyson. “Love is
something eternal, the aspect may
change but not the essence.” This
quote expressed the sentiments of
Vincent Van Gogh.
Massachusetts born Esther Howland
took these thoughts of her 19th century
contemporaries and combined then
with the long popular European idea
of written valentines. It was in Eng-
land that paper valentines first became
popular. The first ones were hand
painted and decorated with real lace
and ribbons.! After receiving her first
English valentine in 1847, Esther
began to import English paper lace
and floral decorations and then make
her own valentine cards, selling them
through her father’s stationery bus-
iness. She was pleasantly surprised by
the public response to her creations
and soon began making her own deco-
rations and advertising in the local
paper. A thriving business developed.
Esther soon had to upgrade her
business by adding more assembly
space and recruiting employees,
initially from among her friends. She
even published a book of verse for
customers to use to personalize the
greeting cards.
Thus it was that Esther from Mt.
Holyoke College became one of the
first Americans to publish and sell
valentines. By the late 1800s valentine
cards had become factory produced.

Today only Christmas cards surpass
them in the volume of greeting cards
sold in the US. The business of love
has become gold. The aspect has
changed, hopefully not the essence.
Some interesting websites on this
subject: www.emotionscards.com,
www.americanantiquarian.org, and
www.americanHeritage.com.

Tech Trek
We will be meeting with the middle
school math/science teachers at the
School of the Arts on February 13th at
1 PM. The nomination forms still out-
standing will be picked up and our
DVD shown. Teacher’s questions and
concerns will be addressed. Some
packets have been mailed to teachers
who have mailed or faxed nomination
forms to me. Interviews will be held
the weekend of March 29th & 30th.
Any members are invited to partic-
ipate as interviewers.
We are still collecting money for the
campers. This year we want to send 10
girls. We now have the money to send
7 girls. I need to mail a check March
1st so my hand is out and I am also
looking for quick fundraising ideas.
You all have been great. So many of
you have increased your donation
from last year. I will be mailing some
request to last year’s donors, who have
not responded. Please do not feel pres-
sured as any amount is appreciated.
Join our committee if you’d like to
give time rather than money.
Thank yous go to our
January donors:

¥ Sheila Bost
¥ Jane Williams
¥ Marilyn Leal
¥ Mary Nance
¥ Pat Camarena

Elaine Butler, Tech Trek Coordinator,
826-3172,
Elaine.butler.sf@sbcglobal.net
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Tech Trek Donation Form
Yes, I’m interested in sponsoring girls to go to Tech
Trek 2008! I pledge the following amount towards
sending girls to camp.
!  $25 !  $50 !  $100 !  $200
!  $800 (1 girl) !  $ _______________________
Make checks payable to AAUW-CA SPF with Tech
Trek SF in the memo line.
Name: _________________________________
Address: ________________________________
_______________________________________

Phone:__________________________________
Email: _________________________________
Mail your donation addressed to:

Elaine Butler
124 Amber Dr
San Francisco, CA 94131-1626

Travel Club Plans
We met on January 20th to map out the months for
2008. I think we have a good variety of day trips
chosen.
¥ March – Jelly Belly Factory
¥ April- Takara Sake Factory
¥ May – Charmarita Portugese Celebration 5/17 &

18 in Half Moon Bay
¥ June – Audubon Ranch & Reserve
¥ July – Mare Island
¥ August –Benicia – Camel Barns & other historical

landmarks
¥ September – Angel Island
¥ October – Winchester Mystery House –

Halloween Fun
We hope this schedule will encourage more of you to
join us and bring your families and friends.
Elaine Butler & Pat Camarena

Playing Now
Paula Campbell

It’s always a joy to find a show one has seen and
loved move on to other venues. This is certainly true
of Insignificant Others (ISO), which begins pre-
views Feb. 1, at Pier 49. This reviewer saw the show
in 2006, when after work–shopping at the Jon Sims
Center, it played to packed houses at the New Con-
servatory Theatre. In 2007 it had another successful
run at Zeum. In 2006 Bay Area Critics Circle
awarded it Best Original Musical.
ISO is a wonderful, heartwarming musical about a
group of friends from a small town in Ohio, who
move to San Francisco. Their lives, their loves, their
struggles, their aspirations, are beautifully explored
in this touching, funny show. Among other things,
the show explores the sensitive issue of gays coming
out to their parents, handling it with honesty, candor,
and no small amount of humor. The Pier 39 pro-
duction is under the direction of George Quick, the
original director.
The music and lyrics, by L. Jay Kao are amazing.
Kao could easily be seen as the Gershwin brothers,
Ira and George, rolled into one. It’s rare to find a
composer who also writes his own lyrics, and does
both with absolute skill. Kao, originally a civil rights
attorney, is multi-talented, and in the not-so–humble
opinion of this reviewer is just this side of genius.
When I saw the show in 2006, I spoke to Kao, asking
him if he knew what an important piece of work it is.
My hope then was that he would be able to take it to
other venues. How gratifying it is to see this amazing
writer/composer/lyricist succeed in doing just that.
If I were to chose one “must-see” musical this
season, hands down it would be Insignificant Others.
Insignificent Others, Theatre 39 at Pier 39, Beach St
at Embarcadero, Feb 1 to April 13, Thurs, Fri, Sat
8pm, Sat, Sun 2pm. 415-433-3939.
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February 2007
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2

3 4 5 9 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 6:30
Board
Meeting

14 15 1:30 pm
Afternoon
Books

16

17 18 7 pm
International
Book Group

19 20 21 22 23 11:30 am
Travel Club

24 25 26 27 28 7:30 pm
Mystery/
Adventure

29 12:30 pm
International
Cuisine

Board Meeting
Wednesday, February 13th, 6:30 pm, potluck – 7,
meeting, at Marilyn Leal’s, 4325 19th Street. All
members are invited to attend. RSVP 626-4110.

Afternoon with Books
Friday, February 15th, 1:30 pm, at Jane Williams,
4022 21st St. The book for discussion is: Shattered
Dreams by Irene Spencer. Please join us for a lively
discussion. RSVP: Jane at 826-1158

International Book Group
Monday, February 18th, 7:00 pm, at Nancy
Shapiro’s home, 1683 42nd Ave. We will read
Murder in Amsterdam by Ian Buruma. RSVP
Nancy at 731-2654 or nancy.shapiro@med.va.gov

Travel Club
Saturday, February 23rd, 11:30am, at Elaine’s
home, 124 Amber Drive. We are finally going to
the Harley Goat Farm for a cheese making tour
from 1-3 pm. The baby goats are born in February.
Wear boots and possibly rain gear. Following the
tour, we will have an early dinner at Duarte’s. New
members are encouraged to attend and we do
carpool. RSVP Elaine 826-3172 or Pat 285-7589.
We have a limited number of spaces reserved.
Website: www.harleyfarms.com.

Mystery/Adventure
Thursday, February 28th, 7:30 pm, at Joanne
Bellan’s, 2466 23rd Ave, SF. We are reading Cat
Breaking Free by Shirley Rousseau Murphy.
Andrea Laudate will review. RSVP Joanne at 664-
2366.

International Cuisine
Friday, February 29th, 12:00 pm, at Boudin
Sourdough Bakery & Café, 156 Jefferson St., SF.
We will begin with a tour of the bakery and eat in
the café after the tour when we are very hungry.
Website: www.boudinbakery.com. If interested,
contact Marilyn Leal 626-4110.
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Avanti Editor
AAUW
San Francisco Branch
P.O. Box 31405
San Francisco, CA 94131-0405
Address Correction Requested

AAUW is CaliforniaÕs most active and diverse
organization for women offering action for equity,
personal and professional growth, community
leadership and friendship.

In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks
a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to
full participation in this organization on the basis
of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation,
national origin, or disability.

American Association of
University Women

The year was 1919. Europe had been
ravaged by World War I and radium
was far too expensive for a scientist of
modest means to afford for experi-
ments. Even one as famous as Madame
Marie Curie. As a result, her ground-
breaking research had reached a virtual
standstill. Then the AAUW came to the
rescue. Members from Maine to Cali-
fornia helped raise an astonishing
$156,413, enabling Madame Curie to
purchase one gram of radium and con-
tinue her experiments that helped her
create the field of nuclear chemistry
and forever change the course of
science. Madame Curie received the
Nobel Prize for her work, but was not
admitted to the French Academie des
Sciences until she won an incredible
second Nobel Prize...all because she
was a woman. More than 75 years later,
there are still only three women
members.

Educational Foundation
In 1873, a prominent Boston physician,
Dr. E.H. Clarke, wrote a book arguing
that too much study would give women
brain fever and render their children
sickly, if they were to have them at all.

The Association of Collegiate Alumnae
(AAUWÕs chief predecessor) fought
this contention in 1885 and won, by
gathering data from its members to
show that they had suffered no ill health
from their college and postgraduate
education. In 1888, the Western Asso-
ciation of Collegiate Alumnae (founded
here in San Francisco) made educa-
tional history by establishing the first
graduate fellowship for women (given
to Vassar graduate Ida Street).

California is still the largest contributor,
enabling the Educational Foundation to
award nearly $3 million in grants to
women at the dissertation or doctoral
level, and to those pursuing career-
related or community-based projects.

Legal Advocacy Fund
Founded in 1981, the Legal Advocacy
Fund (LAF) works to achieve equity for
women in higher education by recog-
nizing innovative efforts to improve the
climate for women on campus; by
offering assistance to women faculty,
staff, and students who have grievances
against colleges and universities; and
by supporting sex discrimination law-
suits.

The LAF Board only approves support
of cases which are currently involved in
litigation, and that have the potential to
set legal precedent.

The Legal Advocacy FundÕs annual
Progress in Equity Award recognizes
innovative and replicable college and
university programs.


