
! AVANTI !
A monthly publication of AAUW, San Francisco, est. in 1886 www.aauwsf.org December 2007

PresidentÕs Message
Marilyn Smith

Happy HolidaysÐThanksgiving's over and we can
look forward to the holiday season and plans for the
New Year. December 1st is our member meeting and
seasonal get-together for lunch at the Delancey Street
restaurant. We will be discussing changes to the
bylaws to allow for two co-presidents rather than one
president and one president-elect.
Here's wishing all of you a very happy and healthful
time!

Holiday Lunch
Saturday, December 1st, 12:30 pm, at Delancey
Street restaurant, Embarcadero at Brannen. All
members are invited to attend.

Mystery/Adventure
Thursday, December 13th, 6:30 pm (2nd Thursday),
at Andrea LaudateÕs, 243 Missouri St, SF. Bring a
Southern dish for our annual potluck. We are reading
Biggie & the Mangled Mortician by Nancy Bell.
Everyone will review. RSVP Andrea at 864-6789.

Board Meeting
Wednesday, January 9th, 6:30 pm, potluck Ð 7,
meeting, at Marilyn LealÕs, 4325 19th Street. All
members are invited to attend. RSVP 626-4110.

Waiting till Next Year
Afternoon with Books, International Book

Group, International Cuisine, Public
Policy, Travel Club,

Attention Bridge Players
I am sorry to report that there was not enough interest
in a bridge group for a daytime or evening game. I
will not attempt to schedule any further games at this
time.

Michelle Mammini

Give a Grad a Gift
If you know someone whoÕs just graduated, they can
have a yearÕs membership to the AAUW for FREE.
Details are online svc.aauw.org/join/gradgift.cfml.
Joining the San Francisco branch is just an additional
$13.

Online AAUW Branch
For anyone interested, there is an online AAUW
Branch at www.AAUWCaOnline.org. Their dues are
$10 if youÕre already a member elsewhere.

ÒOriginality is the fine art of remembering what you hear but
forgetting where you heard it.Ó

Laurence J. Peter

ÒThe world is governed more by appearances than realities, so that it is
fully as necessary to seem to know something as to know it.Ó

Daniel Webster

ÒIf you tell the truth you don't have to remember anything.Ó
Mark Twain
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Birthdays
Sharon Hoff December 6th

Renee Golanty-Koel December 8th

Mary Nance December 18th

Angeline Durso December 23rd

Jane L. Williams December 29th

Birthday Not Announced?
If your birthday is not there and youÕd
like to have it included (or corrected),
contact the Membership Co-VPs. Only
month and day are printed.

Any 50-Year Members?
Has anyone been an AAUW member
for 50 years? Contact one of the
Membership Co-VPs to have AAUW
national and state give you an honor-
ary life membership.

2007-8 Budget
Operating Expenses $2,452
President $475
Branch Web Site $200
Programs $600
Board Retreat $165
Membership $576
Treasurer $100
Ed. Foundation $20
Legal Advocacy Fund $20
Avanti $650
Public Policy $150
Tech Trek Scholarships$2,400
Sister to Sister $300
Total Expenses $8,108

New Members
Jill Fenton
Michelle Joseph

M e m b e r s :  if you change your
address, kindly notify Nancy Shapiro
or Mary Suter.

Web Manager needed!
If you would like to help with our web
site (www.aauwsf.org) please contact
Marilyn Smith (415) 543-5307 or
SmithMZ @hotmail.com

Quick LAF clicks
Learn more about sexual assault on
campus:
www.aauw.org/laf/library/assault.cfm
View the full case summary of Doe v.
Berry College: www.aauw.org/laf/
cases/doeberry.cfm
What effect will Chief Justice John
Roberts have on Tit le IX?
www.aauw.org/newsroom/news/
05LADailyNews_RobertsOPED.cfm

AAUW Web Pages
Visit the following links for:
news pages www.aauw.org/newsroom
/pressReleases/ 050113_california.cfm
www.aauw.org/newsroom/index.cfm;
Actions to take www.aauw.org/
issue_advocacy/actionpages/index.cfm
Mission in Action www.aauw.org/
ebulletin/mission/Sep05/index.cfm
and two minute activities
http://capwiz.com/aauw/home.

Subscribe to receive AAUW Media
Alerts and Press Releases! Visit www.
aauw.org/newsroom/index2.cfm

.

2007-
AAUW-

President
Marilyn Z. Smith

SmithMZ@hotmail.com
415) 543-5307

President Elect
Kelly Joseph

Kelly.Wysinger@sbcglobal.net
415) 821-1737.

EF VP
Marilyn Leal

MLeal@mac.com
415) 626-4110

Legal Advocacy VP
Barbara Spencer

BCSpencer@comcast.net
415) 221-6690

Membership
Nancy Shapiro

Nancy.Shapiro@med.va.gov
415) 731-2654

Program Co-VPs
Marian Casey

Marian1128@hotmail.com
415) 409-1144

Jane Hansen
JGHansen@SBCGlobal.net

415) 885-6985

Joanne Mandel
JMandel6@yahoo.com

415) 665-7329

Secretary
Dawn Wilkes

crmaverick@hotmail.com
650) 735-5184

Treasurer
Cathy Corcoran

CFCorcoran@hotmail.com
415) 401-0554

Membership Treasurer
Mary Suter

marSuter@yahoo.com
415) 665-1185

Avanti  Articles
Please remember to
submit Avanti articles by
the 20th.
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2008
SF Board

Avanti Editor
Stephen Butler

415) 826-3172
Steve.Butler.sf@SBCGlobal.net

Public Policy Co-Chairs
Sheila Bost

wawonast@earthlink.net
415) 664-4985

Michelle Mammini
MMammini@PacBell.net

415) 346-9114

Renee Golanty-Koel
RenGol@csus.edu

415) 661-6276

Silver Jubilee Fund Chair
Connie Armitage

Connie_armitage@yahoo.com
415) 681-2110

Tech Trek
Elaine Butler

Calif. AAUW Leadership &
Membership Committee

Elaine.Butler.sf@
SBCGlobal.net
415) 826-3172

Web Mistress
open

Get the Avanti Faster
If youÕd like to receive the
Avanti via email or the
web, please tell one of the
Membership VPs, so that a
printed copy will not be
sent to you. If you prefer,
we can continue to print
and mail you the Avanti.

Tech Trek
Our branch has asked for
positions for 10 girls this
year. Five each at Mills and
Stanford. The prices have
increased this year to $800
for each girl and Stanford
may be higher as those fees
arenÕt set yet. This year we

will all need to work hard to give this
opportunity to the many girls at-risk in
San Francisco. We heard from several
of the 2007 girls at the Welcome Back
Brunch in September. The week away
from home at a college campus,
immersed in math and science is
definitely a life changing opportunity.
I have put a pledge form on the next
page. Any amount will help and if you
have fundraising ideas, I would love to
hear about them. Thank you for your
continued support of this wonderful
project. Elaine Butler, Tech Trek
Coordinator SF Branch.

The Mystery of Mileva
Pat Camarena

On a darkened street corner in Novi
Sad, Serbia, stands Mileva's childhood
home. The now empty house with its
darkened windows mirrors the ongo-
ing controversy concerning Mileva's
recognized place in the history of
women's contributions to the advance-
ment of science in the last century.

Mileva's father, recognizing her talents
in mathematics and physics, had sent
her to Zurich for an advanced educa-
tion, there being no Serbian univer-
sities that admitted women seeking
advanced mathematical degrees. At
the turn of the twentieth century,
regional wars made traveling home
difficult for the budding physicist.
Albert, another talented fellow stu-
dent, became her friend. They worked
and studied together, and were later
married over the objections of his
German family. In some corres-
pondence with fellow mathematicians,
Albert wrote of her as his equal and as
being as strong and independent as he.
The amount of their collaboration and
her influence on the groundbreaking
theories, which he published during
the years of their marriage, is still a
matter of controversy, especially after
the 1987 publication of previously

unknown letters between Mileva and
Albert.

Mileva's fortunes took a different turn
after their divorce in 1919. Albert
became world famous after the publi-
cation of his theory of relativity and
the subsequent receiving of a Nobel
Prize in 1921. Albert gave all the prize
money to Mileva as a condition of
their divorce. Mileva returned from
time to time to Serbia to care for
family members but spent the majority
of her life alone in Switzerland, in
obscurity and in financial difficulties,
caring for Albert's son who suffered
from schizophrenia.

Mileva never was able to finish her
scientific degrees nor successfully
battle the institutional prejudice
against the education of women as sci-
entists. Madame Curie's work was just
beginning to challenge public opinions
concerning the potential value of
women as trained scientists. Balancing
the demands of professional careers
and family life is still a challenge for
women. The sticky problem of who
gets credit in scientific collaborations
still continues. Although several of
Albert Einstein's early published
papers bear both of their names, there
may never be any agreement in the
scientific community concerning the
value of Mileva Maric-Einstein's con-
tributions to Albert EinsteinÕs work
whether as a collaborator, mentor, or a
sounding board.

For more information on Mileva
Maric, see the following websites:
www.teslasociety.com,
www.pbs.org/opb,
www.findagrave.com.
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Tech Trek Donation Form
Yes, IÕm interested in sponsoring girls to go to Tech
Trek 2008! I pledge the following amount towards
sending girls to camp.

!  $25 !  $50 !  $100 !  $200

!  $800 (1 girl) !  $ _______________________

Make checks payable to AAUW-CA SPF with Tech
Trek SF in the memo line.

Name: _________________________________

Address: ________________________________

_______________________________________

Phone:__________________________________

Email: _________________________________

Mail your donation addressed to:
Elaine Butler
124 Amber Dr
San Francisco, CA 94131-1626

Proposed Amendments to Branch Bylaws
Barbara Spencer

The Board would like to provide for the office of
president to be shared. To do so the Board voted to
amend the bylaws to remove the office of president
elect from the list of elected officers. The Board also
voted to put our current president-elect Kelly Joseph
in as co-president once the Bylaw amendments have
been approved by the membership.

In accordance with the Bylaws we are publishing the
proposed amendments and will thereafter have a
membership vote on them at the Holiday Lunch on
December 1, 2007.

The provisions to be amended are Article VII, section
2 to remove president-elect from the list of elected
officers, and Article VII, section 7 to remove the
reference to filling a vacancy in the office of
president with the president-elect.

As amended, Article VII, section 2 will read as
follows: ÒThe elected officers shall be president, vice
presidents for membership, program, Education
Foundation and Legal Advocacy Fund, secretary and
treasurer.Ó

As amended, Article VII, section 7 will read as
follows: ÒA vacancy in office, excluding the pres-
ident, shall be filled for the unexpired term by the

board of directors. A vacancy in the office of presi-
dent shall be filled by vice presidents in the following
order: program vice president, membership vice
president.Ó

Silver Jubilee Scholarships
The San Francisco AAUW branch will offer two
scholarships of $2,000 each to help upper division
and graduate school women to complete their final
year of study in a college or university. Candidates
must live or be attending a university or college
within a 100-mile distance of San Francisco. There is
no restriction on the use of the funds. Completed
application are due by February 29, 2008.

If you are interested, or have friends or relatives who
may benefit from the scholarship, please check the
Silver Jubilee information on the AAUW San
Francisco website at www.aauwsf.org.

Connie Armitage, (connie_armitage@yahoo.com)
Silver Jubilee Scholarship Chair

Safety Tips
courtesy of Andrea Laudate

Because of recent abductions in daylight hours,
refresh yourself of these things to do in an emergency
situation...
1) Tip from Tae Kwon Do: The elbow is the

strongest point on your body. If you are close
enough to use it, do!

2) Learned this from a tourist guide in New Orleans
If a robber asks for your wallet and/or purse, DO
NOT HAND IT TO HIM Toss it away from
youÉ chances are that he is more interested in
your wallet and/or purse than you, and he will go
for the wallet/purse. RUN LIKE MAD IN THE
OTHER DIRECTION!

3) If you are ever thrown into the trunk of a car, kick
out the back taillights and stick your arm out the
hole and start waving like crazy. The driver wonÕt
see you, but everybody else will. This has saved
lives.

4) Women have a tendency to get into their cars
after shopping, eating, working, etc., and just sit
(doing their checkbook, or making a list, etc.
DONÕT DO THIS!) The predator will be
watching you, and this is the perfect opportunity
for him to get in on the passenger side, put a gun
to your head, and tell you where to go. AS SOON
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AS YOU GET INTO YOUR CAR, LOCK THE
DOORS AND LEAVE.
a) If someone is in the car with a gun to your

head DO NOT DRIVE OFF, repeat: DO NOT
DRIVE OFF! Instead gun the engine and
speed into anything, wrecking the car. Your
Air Bag will save you. If the person is in the
back seat they will get the worst of it.

b) As soon as the car crashes bail out and run. It
is better than having them find your body in a
remote location.

5) A few notes about getting into your car in a
parking lot, or parking garage:
a) Be aware: look around you, look into your

car, at the passenger side floor, and in the
back seat

b) If you are parked next to a big van, enter your
car from the passenger door. Most serial
killers attack their victims by pulling them
into their vans while the women are
attempting to get into their cars.

c) Look at the car parked on the driverÕs side of
your vehicle, and the passenger side. If a male
is sitting alone in the seat nearest your car,
you may want to walk back into the mall, or
work, and get a guard/policeman to walk you
back out. IT IS ALWAYS BETTER TO BE
SAFE THAN SORRY. (And better paranoid
than dead.)

6) ALWAYS take the elevator instead of the stairs.
(Stairwells are horrible places to be alone and the

perfect crime spot. This is especially true at
NIGHT!)

7) If the predator has a gun and you are not under
his control, ALWAYS RUN! The predator will
only hit you (a running target) 4 in 100 times;
Even then, it most likely WILL NOT be a vital
organ. RUN, Preferably in a zigzag pattern!

8) Women are always trying to be sympathetic:
STOP! It may get you raped, or killed. Ted
Bundy, the serial killer, was a good-looking,
well-educated man, who ALWAYS played on the
sympathies of unsuspecting women. He walked
with a cane, or a limp, and often asked Òfor helpÓ
into his vehicle or with his vehicle, which is when
he abducted his next victim.

9) Another Safety Point: Someone just told me that
her friend heard a crying baby on her porch the
night before last, and she called the police
because it was late and she thought it was weird.
The police told her ÒWhatever you do, DO NOT
open the door.Ó The lady then said that it sounded
like the baby had crawled near a window, and she
was worried that it would crawl to the street and
get run over. The policeman said, ÒWe already
have a unit on the way, whatever you do, DO
NOT open the door.Ó He told her that they think a
serial killer has a babyÕs cry recorded and uses it
to coax women out of their homes thinking that
someone dropped off a baby He said they have
not verified it, but have had several calls by
women saying that they hear babyÕs cries outside
their doors when theyÕre home alone at night.

December 2007
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 12:30 pm
Holiday
Luncheon

1 3 4 5 Happy
Hanukah

6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 6:30 pm
Mystery/
Adventure

14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 Merry
Christmas

26 27 28 29

30 31
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Avanti Editor
AAUW
San Francisco Branch
P.O. Box 31405
San Francisco, CA 94131-0405
Address Correction Requested

AAUW is CaliforniaÕs most active and diverse
organization for women offering action for equity,
personal and professional growth, community
leadership and friendship.

In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks
a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to
full participation in this organization on the basis
of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation,
national origin, or disability.

American Association of
University Women

The year was 1919. Europe had been
ravaged by World War I and radium
was far too expensive for a scientist of
modest means to afford for experi-
ments. Even one as famous as Madame
Marie Curie. As a result, her ground-
breaking research had reached a virtual
standstill. Then the AAUW came to the
rescue. Members from Maine to Cali-
fornia helped raise an astonishing
$156,413, enabling Madame Curie to
purchase one gram of radium and con-
tinue her experiments that helped her
create the field of nuclear chemistry
and forever change the course of
science. Madame Curie received the
Nobel Prize for her work, but was not
admitted to the French Academie des
Sciences until she won an incredible
second Nobel Prize...all because she
was a woman. More than 75 years later,
there are still only three women
members.

Educational Foundation
In 1873, a prominent Boston physician,
Dr. E.H. Clarke, wrote a book arguing
that too much study would give women
brain fever and render their children
sickly, if they were to have them at all.

The Association of Collegiate Alumnae
(AAUWÕs chief predecessor) fought
this contention in 1885 and won, by
gathering data from its members to
show that they had suffered no ill health
from their college and postgraduate
education. In 1888, the Western Asso-
ciation of Collegiate Alumnae (founded
here in San Francisco) made educa-
tional history by establishing the first
graduate fellowship for women (given
to Vassar graduate Ida Street).

California is still the largest contributor,
enabling the Educational Foundation to
award nearly $3 million in grants to
women at the dissertation or doctoral
level, and to those pursuing career-
related or community-based projects.

Legal Advocacy Fund
Founded in 1981, the Legal Advocacy
Fund (LAF) works to achieve equity for
women in higher education by recog-
nizing innovative efforts to improve the
climate for women on campus; by
offering assistance to women faculty,
staff, and students who have grievances
against colleges and universities; and
by supporting sex discrimination law-
suits.

The LAF Board only approves support
of cases which are currently involved in
litigation, and that have the potential to
set legal precedent.

The Legal Advocacy FundÕs annual
Progress in Equity Award recognizes
innovative and replicable college and
university programs.


