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PresidentÕs Message
Marilyn Smith

Vote November 6th! After a good discussion of pros
and cons of ballot measures at our recent Public
Policy meeting, I was better prepared to vote my
choices. Thank you Sheila for hosting and Fran
Finney for presenting! Did you know that 98% of all
AAUW members are registered to vote? IÕm curious
É why donÕt we have 100%?
Reserve December 1st Ð 12:30pm for our annual
Holiday lunch. ItÕll be at the Delancey Street
Restaurant, easy access via public transportation
or!auto - $4 valet parking available.

Travel Club
Saturday & Sunday, November 3 & 4. Steve and I
will be visiting the local craft Holiday Boutiques. We
will be attending the SF Harvest Festival, the Johns-
ton House event in Half Moon Bay, the Miraloma
Park Creative Corner and perhaps Variations in San
Rafael. You are invited to come along on this annual
adventure. Suggestions are need for January and the
rest of the year. RSVP Elaine 826-3172.

Attention Bridge Players
Tuesday, November 6th, 6:30 pm, we will be
meeting at Michelle Mammini's home (2520
Greenwich St.) to play a little bridge and make some
plans for future games. We encourage people of any
ability, as it will be party bridge. Please call 415 346-
9114 and let me know if you will be there. If you are
interested but not able to make that particular evening
I would also like to talk with you about future dates. I
will be serving non-alcoholic drinks and munchies so
you can plan accordingly. Parking is difficult. There
are some paid parking lots nearby, also itÕs a short
walk from several buses: 28; 30; 43; & 45. I hope we
will have a couple of tables and some fun.

Thursday November 1st, at 1pm, I will try an
afternoon group for those who do not want to come
out in the evening. We will limit the play to 4 hours
so those of you with evening plans or wanting to be
home before dark will not have a problem. The
location and directions are the same as above.

Board Meeting
Wednesday, November 14th, 6:30 pm, potluck Ð 7,
meeting, at Marilyn LealÕs, 4325 19th Street. All
members are invited to attend. RSVP 626-4110.

Afternoons with Books
Friday, November 16th, 1:30 pm, we will be
reading the book Secret Societies and How They
Affect Our Lives, by Sylvia Browne, a lively
discussion is anticipated. We will meet at Mary
SuterÕs home, 1770 18th Ave.SF. RSVP Mary at 665-
1185.

International Book Group
Monday, November 19th, 7 pm, at Jillian TyrrellÕs
home, 806 Ashbury St., SF. We are reading: The
Grass is Singing by Nobel Prize winner Doris
Lessing. The story takes place on a farm in South
Africa under white rule. RSVP 731-5152 or
jillian.tyrrell@pacbell.net .

Mystery/Adventure
Thursday, November 29th, 7:30 pm (5th Thursday),
at Marilyn LealÕs, 4325 19th St., SF. We are reading
Holmes on the Range by Steve Hockensmith. Susan
Swarttz will review. RSVP Marilyn at 626-4110.

International Cuisine
Friday, November 30th, 12:30 pm Join us for
German cuisine. Contact Marilyn Leal at 626-4110
for the name and location of the restaurant

Give a Grad a Gift
If you know someone whoÕs just graduated, they can
have a yearÕs membership to the AAUW for FREE.
Details are online svc.aauw.org/join/gradgift.cfml.
Joining the San Francisco branch is just an additional
$13.

Online AAUW Branch
For anyone interested, there is an online AAUW
Branch at www.AAUWCaOnline.org. Their dues are
$10 if youÕre already a member elsewhere.
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Birthdays
Rita Tamerius November 2nd

Adrienne Kristine November 3rd

Priscilla (Penny) Kelly November 5th

Sherry Bridygham November 8th

Dorothy Carr November 14th

Kristen Budde November 18th

Anna Yang November 19th

Kathleen Cha November 22nd

Andrea Laudate November 26th

Marian Casey November 28th

Kelly Joseph November 29th

Birthday Not Announced?
If your birthday is not there and youÕd
like to have it included (or corrected),
contact the Membership Co-VPs. Only
month and day are printed.

Any 50-Year Members?
Has anyone been an AAUW member
for 50 years? Contact one of the
Membership Co-VPs to have AAUW
national and state give you an honor-
ary life membership.

2007-8 Budget
Operating Expenses $2,452
President $475
Branch Web Site $200
Programs $600
Board Retreat $165
Membership $576
Treasurer $100
Ed. Foundation $20
Legal Advocacy Fund $20
Avanti $650
Public Policy $150
Tech Trek Scholarships$2,400
Sister to Sister $300
Total Expenses $8,108

New Members
Jill Fenton
Michelle Joseph

Members: if you change your address,
kindly notify Nancy Shapiro or Mary
Suter.

Web Manager needed!
If you would like to help with our web
site (www.aauwsf.org) please contact
Marilyn Smith (415) 543-5307 or
SmithMZ @hotmail.com

Quick LAF clicks
Learn more about sexual assault on
campus:
www.aauw.org/laf/library/assault.cfm
View the full case summary of Doe v.
Berry College: www.aauw.org/laf/
cases/doeberry.cfm
What effect will Chief Justice John
Roberts have on Tit le IX?
www.aauw.org/newsroom/news/
05LADailyNews_RobertsOPED.cfm

AAUW Web Pages
Visit the following links for:
news pages www.aauw.org/newsroom
/pressReleases/ 050113_california.cfm
www.aauw.org/newsroom/index.cfm;
Actions to take www.aauw.org/
issue_advocacy/actionpages/index.cfm
Mission in Action www.aauw.org/
ebulletin/mission/Sep05/index.cfm
and two minute activities
http://capwiz.com/aauw/home.

Subscribe to receive AAUW Media
Alerts and Press Releases! Visit www.
aauw.org/newsroom/index2.cfm

.

2007-
AAUW-

President
Marilyn Z. Smith

SmithMZ@hotmail.com
415) 543-5307

President Elect
Kelly Joseph

Kelly.Wysinger@sbcglobal.net
415) 821-1737.

EF VP
Marilyn Leal

MLeal@mac.com
415) 626-4110

Legal Advocacy VP
Barbara Spencer

BCSpencer@comcast.net
415) 221-6690

Membership
Nancy Shapiro

Nancy.Shapiro@med.va.gov
415) 731-2654

Program Co-VPs
Marian Casey

Marian1128@hotmail.com
415) 409-1144

Jane Hansen
JGHansen@SBCGlobal.net

415) 885-6985

Joanne Mandel
JMandel6@yahoo.com

415) 665-7329

Secretary
Dawn Wilkes

crmaverick@hotmail.com
650) 735-5184

Treasurer
Cathy Corcoran

CFCorcoran@hotmail.com
415) 401-0554

Membership Treasurer
Mary Suter

marSuter@yahoo.com
415) 665-1185

Avanti  Articles
Please remember to
submit Avanti articles by
the 20th.
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2008
SF Board

Avanti Editor
Stephen Butler

415) 826-3172
Steve.Butler.sf@SBCGlobal.net

Public Policy Co-Chairs
Sheila Bost

wawonast@earthlink.net
415) 664-4985

Michelle Mammini
MMammini@PacBell.net

 415) 346-9114

Renee Golanty-Koel
RenGol@csus.edu

415) 661-6276

Silver Jubilee Fund Chair
Connie Armitage

Connie_armitage@yahoo.com
415) 681-2110

Tech Trek
Elaine Butler

Calif. AAUW Leadership &
Membership Committee

Elaine.Butler.sf@
SBCGlobal.net
415) 826-3172

Web Mistress
open

Get the Avanti Faster
If youÕd like to receive the
Avanti via email or the
web, please tell one of the
Membership VPs, so that a
printed copy will not be
sent to you. If you prefer,
we can continue to print
and mail you the Avanti.

Tech Trek
Our branch has asked for
positions for 10 girls this
year. Five each at Mills and
Stanford. The prices have
increased this year to $800
for each girl and Stanford
may be higher as those fees
arenÕt set yet. This year we

will all need to work hard to give this
opportunity to the many girls at-risk in
San Francisco. We heard from several
of the 2007 girls at the Welcome Back
Brunch in September. The week away
from home at a college campus,
immersed in math and science is
definitely a life changing opportunity.
I have put a pledge form on the next
page. Any amount will help and if you
have fundraising ideas, I would love to
hear about them. Thank you for your
continued support of this wonderful
project. Elaine Butler, Tech Trek
Coordinator SF Branch.

A good spy doesnÕt get caught
Pat Camarena

ÒA good spy doesnÕt get caught,Ó says
the main character in the 1996 youth
novel Harriet the Spy. The Harriet in
this story, was neither aware nor able
to follow this advice during the Civil
War way back in the 1860s. Yet, for a
short time, she was a minor Union spy
and played a small part in our local
history as well. Harriet did indeed get
caught and almost hanged!

Harriet, a young theater performer
from New Orleans, was far away from
her young children and had recently
become a widow. She was forced to
leave her children with in-laws as her
husband had died of a war related
illness. While on the road with a
theater company in 1863, she was
paid, on a dare, to raise a toast to Con-
federate President Jefferson Davis
after a theater performance in Louis-
ville, Kentucky. Subsequently fired by
the theater company, she offered her
services to the Union as a spy.
Smoozing with the Confederates, she
managed to conceal battle plans and
drawings in her shoes. Although
caught and sentenced to hang, she
escaped when the Confederates
abruptly left town to avoid invading
Union troops. After fleeing south, dis-

guised as a soldier, she was reportedly
later given an honorary commission as
a major by President Lincoln.

Her later years included a stint as a
performer with P. T. Barnum and as
the wife of a sheriff in Arizona. She
finished her years in poverty in San
Francisco as a charwoman and seams-
tress living off of a pension from her
first husband. This former spy on a
dare is buried in the Presidio Ceme-
tery as simply Pauline C. Fryer, Union
spy, (her theatrical name). There is
signage-honoring Pauline (formerly
Harriet Wood) at the entrance to the
National Cemetery. Walking through
this old cemetery is a nice hike. On a
few Tuesdays a month there is a
docent tour of the cemetery. HarrietÕs
grave along with the story of the many
Buffalo soldiers buried there would be
featured.

For more information on Pauline C.
Fryer see: www.civilWarNews.com,
www.nps.gov,
www.aboutFamousPeople.com.

Silver Jubilee Scholarships
The San Francisco AAUW branch will
offer two scholarships of $2,000 each
to help upper division and graduate
school women to complete their final
year of study in a college or univer-
sity. Candidates must live or be atten-
ding a university or college within a
100-mile distance of San Francisco.
There is no restriction on the use of
the funds. Completed application are
due by February 29, 2008.

If you are interested, or have friends
or relatives who may benefit from the
scholarship, please check the Silver
Jubilee information on the AAUW
San Francisco websi te at
www.aauwsf.org.

C o n n i e  A r m i t a g e ,
(connie_armitage@yahoo.com)
Silver Jubilee Scholarship Chair
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Tech Trek Donation Form
Yes, IÕm interested in sponsoring girls to go to Tech
Trek 2008! I pledge the following amount towards
sending girls to camp.

!  $25   !  $50   !  $100   !  $200

!  $800 (1 girl)  !  $_______________________

Make checks payable to AAUW-CA SPF with Tech
Trek SF in the memo line.

Name: _________________________________

Address: ________________________________

_______________________________________

Phone:__________________________________

Email: _________________________________

Mail your donation addressed to:
Elaine Butler
124 Amber Dr
San Francisco, CA 94131-1626

Proposed Amendments to Branch Bylaws
Barbara Spencer

The Board would like to provide for the office of
president to be shared. To do so the Board voted to
amend the bylaws to remove the office of president
elect from the list of elected officers. The Board also
voted to put our current president-elect Kelly Joseph
in as co-president once the Bylaw amendments have
been approved by the membership.

In accordance with the Bylaws we are publishing the
proposed amendments and will thereafter have a
membership vote on them at the Holiday Lunch on
December 1, 2007.

The provisions to be amended are Article VII, section
2 to remove president-elect from the list of elected
officers, and Article VII, section 7 to remove the
reference to filling a vacancy in the office of
president with the president-elect.

As amended, Article VII, section 2 will read as
follows: ÒThe elected officers shall be president, vice
presidents for membership, program, Education
Foundation and Legal Advocacy Fund, secretary and
treasurer.Ó

As amended, Article VII, section 7 will read as
follows: ÒA vacancy in office, excluding the pres-
ident, shall be filled for the unexpired term by the

board of directors. A vacancy in the office of presi-
dent shall be filled by vice presidents in the following
order: program vice president, membership vice
president.Ó

Playing Now Ð Paula Campbell
Six Degrees of Separation, John GuareÕs award win-
ning play, is beautifully showcased in the current
production at The SF Playhouse. Directed by Bill
English, who also designed the sophisticated living
room unit set, the play is at once gripping, touching,
and funny.

In brief, Flan, a New York art dealer, and Ouisa, his
wife, are surprised when their doorman delivers a
wounded young man to their apartment. Paul, the
young man, who says he was mugged in Central
Park, claims to have gone to school with their
children, and does indeed know the intimate details
of their lives. He also identifies himself as the son of
Sidney Poitier.

The couple are enchanted by the articulate, charming
Paul, and horrified when late that night they discover
he has brought a street hustler into their home. They
insist he leave. When they tell the story later to
friends they discover that they are not the only people
Paul has duped. Their friends have had a similar
experience. And Paul has disappeared. Ouisa feels
great sympathy for Paul, who has revealed his
loneliness to her.

Eventually, through their children, Flan and Ouisa
trace PaulÕs story. He is indeed an imposter, but a
remarkably intelligent, sensitive, capable young man,
who in three months time has transformed himself
from a street thug into the urbane person he now
presents himself as.

It does not end well for Paul, who seems to have no
identity of his own, but desperately wants to identify
with people whose lives he wishes were his. Ouisa
ponders their relationship to Paul, who is not that
different from her circle at all, thinking that we all
related to each other by only six degrees of
separation.

The actors are all noteworthy, especially Daveed
Diggs, whose Paul tears at our hearts even when we
know he is a con artist. Robert Parsons and Susi
Damilano (co-founder of the SF Playhouse) are
outstanding as Flan and Ouisa.

Five stars to this outstanding production.
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Through Nov. 17 The SF Playhouse, 533 Sutter St.,
415-677-9596

Wed Ð Sat 8pm, Sat. 3pm

DonÕt Wait for Õ08
What will you be doing on November 4, 2007 Ð
exactly one year before the 2008 presidential
election?

Please join California Secretary of State Debra
Bowen to support early voter registration efforts at
Don't Wait for 2008 on Sunday November 4th 5:30 Ð
7:00 pm with music, refreshments and a silent
auction that includes a vacation home, VIP Anchor
Steam Brewery Tour, Stitch and Bitch Lunch with
Working Assets CEO Laura Scher, one year of free
Ben & Jerry's, dinner at Luka's Restaurant in
Oakland, Photography Session, one year of Mother
Jones Magazine, private yoga session and two
Burning Man tickets.

I know you want to make a big difference in 2008 Ð
and we're making it easy for you to double your
impact. The cost of registering one voter is $10 Ð and
every $10 you give will be matched one to one. Your
tax-deductible donation and matching funds will go
directly into the field with Project Vote and Women's
Voices Women Vote, two groups with proven

strategies to get more voters to the polls. Our host
committee members for this event include Anne
Bartley, Becky Bond, Chris Desser and Kirk
Marckwald, Michael Kieschnick, Larry Litvak,
Drummond Pike, James Rucker, Laura Scher, Herb
and Marion Sandler, and Robin Wolaner.

Over $100,000,000 will be raised and spent by
Republican and Democratic Presidential candidates
who won't even make it to the general election. Make
this your first donation of the campaign season
guaranteed to make a real difference in 2008.

I have already donated. Join me and donate a
minimum of $20 dollars to come to the political party
of the year. Donate at: www.workingassets.com/nov4

When: Sunday, Nov. 4, 2007, 5:30 p.m.-7 p.m.

Where: 111 Minna Gallery, 111 Minna St., San
Francisco, CA 94105 (Close to Montgomery Bart
Station).

For More Information Call: 415/369-2000

21 and over only.

And if you can't make the event, you can still make a
donation to Don't Wait for '08 Voter Registration
Fund at: www.workingassets.com/nov4

Hope to see you on November 4.

ÒA wise person will make more opportunities than he finds.Ó
Sir Francis Bacon

ÒNo matter what side of the argument you are on, you always find people on your
side that you wish were on the other.Ó

Jascha Heifetz

November 2007
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 1 pm
Bridge

2 3 Travel
Club

4 Travel
Club

5 6 6:30 pm
Bridge

7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 6:30 pm
Board
Meeting

15 16 1:30 pm
Afternoon
with Books

17

18 19 7 pm
International
Book Club

20 21 22
Thanksgiving

23 24

25 26 27 28 29 7:30 pm
Mystery/
Adventure

30 12:30 pm
International
Cuisine
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Avanti Editor
AAUW
San Francisco Branch
P.O. Box 31405
San Francisco, CA 94131-0405
Address Correction Requested

AAUW is CaliforniaÕs most active and diverse
organization for women offering action for equity,
personal and professional growth, community
leadership and friendship.

In principle and practice, AAUW values and seeks
a diverse membership. There shall be no barriers to
full participation in this organization on the basis
of gender, race, creed, age, sexual orientation,
national origin, or disability.

American Association of
University Women

The year was 1919. Europe had been
ravaged by World War I and radium
was far too expensive for a scientist of
modest means to afford for experi-
ments. Even one as famous as Madame
Marie Curie. As a result, her ground-
breaking research had reached a virtual
standstill. Then the AAUW came to the
rescue. Members from Maine to Cali-
fornia helped raise an astonishing
$156,413, enabling Madame Curie to
purchase one gram of radium and con-
tinue her experiments that helped her
create the field of nuclear chemistry
and forever change the course of
science. Madame Curie received the
Nobel Prize for her work, but was not
admitted to the French Academie des
Sciences until she won an incredible
second Nobel Prize...all because she
was a woman. More than 75 years later,
there are still only three women
members.

Educational Foundation
In 1873, a prominent Boston physician,
Dr. E.H. Clarke, wrote a book arguing
that too much study would give women
brain fever and render their children
sickly, if they were to have them at all.

The Association of Collegiate Alumnae
(AAUWÕs chief predecessor) fought
this contention in 1885 and won, by
gathering data from its members to
show that they had suffered no ill health
from their college and postgraduate
education. In 1888, the Western Asso-
ciation of Collegiate Alumnae (founded
here in San Francisco) made educa-
tional history by establishing the first
graduate fellowship for women (given
to Vassar graduate Ida Street).

California is still the largest contributor,
enabling the Educational Foundation to
award nearly $3 million in grants to
women at the dissertation or doctoral
level, and to those pursuing career-
related or community-based projects.

Legal Advocacy Fund
Founded in 1981, the Legal Advocacy
Fund (LAF) works to achieve equity for
women in higher education by recog-
nizing innovative efforts to improve the
climate for women on campus; by
offering assistance to women faculty,
staff, and students who have grievances
against colleges and universities; and
by supporting sex discrimination law-
suits.

The LAF Board only approves support
of cases which are currently involved in
litigation, and that have the potential to
set legal precedent.

The Legal Advocacy FundÕs annual
Progress in Equity Award recognizes
innovative and replicable college and
university programs.


